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PREFACE. 


Perhaps  it  is  unnecessary  for  tlie  writer  to  state  that  this  la 
an  unpretentious  work.  lie  has  ende.avored  to  tell  the  story 
o£  Worcester  in  the  Revolution,  as  nuich  as  possible,  in  the 
hinguage  of  the  men  and  documents  of  that  time.  He  is  well 
aware  that  some  of  the  facts  narrated  liave  become  twice  told 
tales,  but  he  flatters  himself  that  by  far  the  greater  jiortion, 
which  lias  lieretofore  lain  buried  in  dusty  nooks  and  corners,  is 
now    published  for  the  iirst  time. 

In  these  l)usy  times,  when  tlic  thoughts  and  energies  of  the 
j)eople  arc  directed  in  so  great  a  degree  to  the  jiui-suit  of  wealth, 
comfort  and  enjoyment,  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  profitable  to 
pause  and  kiok  back  u|)on  the  acts  of  those  whose  wisdom, 
foresight  and  self-denial,  Liid  the  foundations  of  that  j)rosperity 
wh'ich  we  their  descendants  enjoy— to  spend  a  while  with  them 
and  catch  the  inspiration  of  liberty  and  freedom  from  a  con- 
templation of  their  sacrilices  and  sufferings—that  we  be  not  de- 
generate sons  of  worthy  sires. 

There  is  much  material  accessible  for  an  cxliaustive  histoi-y 
of  Worcester  during  this  jieriod  of  its  existence,  some  of  which 
is  carefully  preserved,  some  hidden  in  the  rubbish  of  garrets  and 
closets,  soon  to  find  its  way  to  market  at  a  })ittance  per  ])Ound  ; 
and  other  still  floating  down  through  the  closing  years  of  a 
century  in  tradition,  soon  to  be  lost  in  distance,  and  buried  in 
oblivion. 

Worcester  has  a  revohttionary  history  to  which  her  sons  may 
j)oiut  with  pride;  and  "by  honoring  the  ])arent,  the  child  lionors 
himself." 
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Preface. 


The  Work  of  collecting  and  compiling,  was  entered  into  by 
the  author  through  a  natural  taste  for  the  gathering  of  me- 
morials of  the  past,  without  the  most  distant  thought  of  pub- 
lishing any  of  the  results  of  his  la))ors ;  but  with  a  feeling,  that 
at  the  close  of  a  century  of  the  nation's  life,  when  our  thoughts 
natur-illy  revert  to  the  days  of  its  birth,  those  who  shall  honor 
him  l)y  a  perusal  of  these  pages  will  overlook  all  shortcomings 
and  demerits,  he  has  yielded  to  solicitation,  and  presents  this 
volume  to  a  forbearing  public. 

He  takes  great  j)leasure  in  expressing  his  obligations  to  ]\Ir, 
Sanuiel  Haven,  Librarian  of  the  American  Anti({uarian  So- 
ciety, Mr.  Edmund  M.  Barton,  Assistant  Librarian,  Mi*.  Daniel 
Seagrave,  Kev.  George  Allen,  I\Ir.  Samuel  Smith,  City  Clerk, 
and  others,  for  many  favors    received  at  their  hands. 

WoiJCKSTER,  INLty  La  187G. 
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foinmunicatioii — (jeiieral  asiiect  of  rowu — luiinis — (iailow.s  ami  Stocli?*— N'otiii^-s  of  iniiiiciit  u;eii  and 
tlit'ir  re.-'i  Icuce^— Common  auJ  IjurLil  t,'rouii  l— Tlic  OKI  South  Moctiu'^  hnu.-e. 

It  would  be  desirable,  if  it  were  possible,  to  present  a 
full  and  detailed  re))resentation  of  Worcesti-i'  as  it  was 
at  tlie  time  of  tbe  IJevolution,  but  as  tlie  l  eeords  of  that 
day  are  meagre,  and  Ave  so  far  removed  in  point  of  time, 
it  is  impossible  to  pro(hice  any  full  and  complete  pictme 
of  the  town  at  that  period  of  its  existence. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1775,  Worcester 
contained  aljout  nineteen  hundred  inhal/itants.  Accord- 
ing to  a  census  taken  in  the  year  17bo,  the  population 
was  fourteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  by  a  cen- 
sus taken  in  the  year  1770,  it  was  found  to  be  nineteen 
liundred  and  twenty-live,  an  increase  hi  thirteen  years 
of  four  hundred  and  forty-seven,  or  nearly  thirty-one 
per  cent.  In  1700  the  population  was  ascertained  to  be 
two  thousand  and  ninety-five,  an  increase  in  fourteen 
years  of  nearly  nine  per  cent. 

As  to  valuation,  we  find  by  the  list  for  the  year  17T2, 
the  town  ranked  fourth  in  the  County,  being  exceeded 
by  Lancaster,  Brookfield  and  Sutton.  According  to  the 
list  of  1778  it  then  ranked  third,  l>rookfield  occupying 
the  first  place  on  the  list  and  Lancaster  the  second. 
From  the  returns  of  the  Assessors  in  the  olhce  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  following  estimate  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  of  property  for  the  year  1781  is  obtained, 
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viz:  houses  21G,  barns  207,  shops  11,  other  buildings 
32.  Live  Stock — cows  and  steers  77S,  horses  277,  oxen 
oGT),  swine  212.  Land  —  tillage  1031  acres,  mowing 
1074,  meadow^  IGOG,  pasture  2881,  woodland  and  unim- 
proved 14,012. 

The  means  of  counnunication  between  Worcester  aiul 
the  other  parts  of  the  Province  previous  to  the  war  and 
daring  its  continuance  were  very  limited.  In  1774,  the 
only  regular  communication  was  by  a  post  going  once  a 
week  between  ]5oston  and  Hartford,  occupying  six  dajs 
in  the  journey.  On  the  establishment  ot  the  Sj)y  in 
the  town  in  1775  by  Mr.  Thomas,  he  made  extensive  ar- 
rangements for  its  distribution,  sending  post  riders  to 
Cambridge,  Salem,  Providence,  Fitchburg  and  other 
places.  The  roads  were  poor  and  almost  all  travelling 
was  performed  on  horseback.  On  the  loth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1775,  the  first  post  ollice  of  the  town  was  estab- 
hshed,  Mr.  Isaiah  Thomas  being  postmaster.--' 

Perhaps  in  no  way  can  a  clearer  idea  of  the  general 
aspect  of  the  town  at  that  time  be  obtained,  than  l)y 
commencing  at  the  northerly  end  of  the  village  on  the 
Boston  road,  and  followdng  that  and  the  main  road  to  a 
point  just  soutli  of  the  meeting  house,  taking  note  of 
the  more  prominent  land-marks.  About  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  above  wdiat  is  now  known  as  Lincoln  Square,  on 
the  Boston  road,  on  the  west  side,  stood  the  resideuce  of 
the  Hon.  Timothy  Paine,  for  many  years  a  member  of 
the  General  Court,  and  a  stout  government  man  in  the 
controversies  in  that  body  during  the  years  whicli  pre- 
ceded the  Kevolution.  Near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Paine 
a  short  distance  below  was  the  house  of  licvi  Lincoln, 
Sen.,  afterwards  Governor  of  the  State  and  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States  imder  Pi'csideut  Jeffei-son. 


Lincoln's  History  of  Worcester. 


Anno  Dnni.  \ 
1775.  } 


War  of  the  Revolutiori. 


The  (grounds  connected  with  this  estate  Avere  considered 
the  finest  in  the  town.  Still  farther  down,  stood  the 
Hancock  Arms  Tavern,  the  ])rinci|)al  rendezvous  of  the 
patriots.  At  this  house  most  of  the  people  in  attend- 
ance at  the  courts  were  accustomed  to  stop.  It  was 
formerly  owned  hy  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  and  here 
lie  usually  spent  a  portion  of  the  summer  after  the 
courts  had  adjourned,  and  entertained  his  friends.  South 
of  this  tavern  stood  the  jail  built  in  1753.  This  jail 
was  (luring  the  war  crowded  with  prisoners  from  the 
British  army  and  tories  from  this  and  the  other  Prov- 
inces. On  the  north  side  of  the  present  Lincoln  Square 
was  the  Salisbury  ]\Iansion  erected  in  1770.  This  house 
is  still  standing,  and  is  almost  the  only  remaining  relic 
of  those  days  which  preserves  a  sembhince  of  its  origin- 
al appearance.  It  has  been  remodelled  to  some  extent, 
and  raised  so  that  it  stands  a  few  feet  higher  than  when 
built.  As  originally  constructed  it  provided  a  commo- 
dious residence  for  Mr.  Stephen  Salisbur}^  and  his  mother, 
while  a  portion  was  fitted  for  and  occupied  as  a  store, 
where  he  carried  on  an  extensive  business,  after  having 
aijandoned  the  one  which  stood  on  the  site  now  covered 
by  the  Worcester  &  Nashua  Kaihoad  Station.  On  the 
south  side  of  the  Square  was  the  blacksmith  shop  of 
Timothy  Bigelow. 

The  only  roads  converging  at  tliis  point  at  that  time 
were  the  Boston  road,  now  Lincoln  street,  the  road  now 
known  as  Salisbury  street,  the  road  which  is  now  Sum- 
mer street,  and  the  miun  road  oi'  the  village.  On  the 
west  side  of  the  main  road,  on  the  elevation  occupied  at 
the  present  day  by  the  Court  Houses,  stood  the  Court 
House  of  that  day,  erected  in  1751,  a  \vooden  building 
oG  feet  by  40  in  size.  It  was  aiterwai'ds  removed  to 
make  room  for  a  building  furnishing  larger  accommoda- 
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tions,  and  now  stands  at  the  intersection  of  Franklin  and 
Oreen  streets. 

Tlie  main  road,  as  it  left  what  is  now  the  Square,  was 
very  narrow,  the  hank  on  the  west  side  extendin<4'  nuieh 
farther  east  than  at  present.  Tlie  road  to  the  Coui't 
House  left  the  main  road  near  wliere  tlie  Central  Cliurcli 
now  stands,  and  terminated  at  the  Court  House,  although 
there  was  a  patli  down  the  hid  toward  the  Salishury 
Mansion,  in  the  rear  of  a  store  which  st(jod  near  where 
the  hank  wall  now  terminates.  In  front  of  the  Coui't 
riouse  was  the  pillory,  wdiipping  post  and  gallows.  This 
gallows  was  not  used  for  executions  hut  for  the  ])unisli- 
ment  of  those  guilty  of  minor  crimes,  the  culprit  heing 
compelled  to  sit  with  a  ro[)e  around  his  neck  m  view  of 
passers  hy.  The  stocks  were  located  near  the  meeting 
house,  (the  Old  vSouth,)  and  stored  in  lhat  building  when 
not  in  use. 

Nearly  opposite  wdiere  School  street  now  enters  ^[ain, 
was  the  store  of  Dr.  Klijah  Dix,  wliere  as  ])li)'si('ian  and 
druggist,  he  maintained  an  extensive  practi^'e  and  thriv- 
ing business.  To  this  man  are  Ave  of  the  i)resent  ^ener- 
ation  greatly  indebted  lor  the  magnificent  elms  which 
grace  our  principal  street,  he  planting  many  hiiiiseU  and 
inducing  others  to  do  the  same. 

At  the  foot  ot  the  present  George  street  lived  ^Tr. 
Nathan  Baldwin.  The  house  which  he  occupied  is  still 
standing  on  its  original  site,  and  now  presents  the  same 
general  appearance  as  wdien  built.  Mr.  Baldwin  Avas  a 
master  spirit  of  the  patriotic  ])arty  in  Worcester.  He 
was  an  able  writer,  and  the  author  of  most  of  the  puhlic 
documents  issued  by  the  town  and  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence. In  his  religious  views  he  Avas  a  Deist;  and 
John  Adams,  afterwards  President,  speaks  in  one  of  his 
letters  of  Nathan  Baldwin  as  one  ol'  three  nota))le  dis- 


Anno  Pom 
J775. 


JVcir  of  the  Revolution. 
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putants  in  a  religious  controversy  which  I'aged  in  town 
wlien  he  came  here  to  live  in  17'')5. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  road,  on  land  occupied  at 
the  pi'esent  day  Ijy  the  ])ay  State  House,  was  the  Iley- 
Avood  Tavern,  owned  at  this  time  hy  Daniel  lleywood,  a 
young  www  under  age,  to  whom  it  was  heipieathed  hy 
ids  grandfather,  Dca.  Daniel  lleywood.  U[)on  the  in- 
corporation of  Worcester  County  in  1731,  a  chamljer  in 
this  house  was  litted  up  and  used  for  a  jail  until  the 
County  provided  a  huilding  for  that  pur[)ose. 

Farther  south,  on  the  west  side,  whei'e  the  Lincoln 
House  now  stands,  stood  the  King's  Arnrs  Tavei'ii,  kept 
hy  the  wddow  Mary  Sternes.  It  was,  in  the  early  days  of 
the  war  the  tory  head-(piarters,  and  the  place  udiere  most 
ol'  the  schemes  for  defeating  the  purj)Oses  of  the  patriots 
Avere  devised.  In  front  of  this  tavern  was  a  sign  post 
on  which  swung  the  sign  of  the  King's  Arms,  hut  which 
was  taken  ch)\vn  and  hurned  at  the  fii'st  celehration  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  this  town  in  177f). 

On  the  opposite  side,  Avhere  Clark's  I  dock  now  stands, 
w^as  the  Sun  Tavern,  and  in  front  a  swin^'ino-  siiiii  on 
which  were  represented  the  setting  sun  and  a  dying  oak. 
Next  south  of  this  tavern  stood  the  house  of  Col.  John 
Chandler,  for  many  years  Town  Clerk  and  a  strong  sym- 
pjithizer  Avith  the  British  Government,  and  adjoining  was 
the  store  of  that  gentleman,  located  on  what  is  now  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Front  streets.  This  building — the 
Old  Compound" — was  removed  about  twenty-five  years 
since. 

Just  sonth  of  the  junction  of  the  Hard  wick  road, 
now  Pleasant  street,  with  the  main  road,  stood  a  hue  ehn, 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  town;  and  standing  back  some 
distance,  with  a  large  imenclosed  yard  in  fi'ont,  Avas  the 
house  of  John  Nazro,  a  prominent  merchant.    This  house 
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was  formerly  the  residence  of  Rev.  Isaac  \\wx\\  Pastor  of 
the  Parish  from  1725  to  IT  J  o.  Precisely  opposite  the 
present  City  Hall  was  situated  Mr.  Nazro's  store. 

On  the  Hard  wick  road,  where  High  street  now  joins 
Pleasant,  stood  a  small  red  house  which  was  occupied  ijy 
Mr.  Isaiah  Thomas  after  his  arrival  in  Worcester. 

On  what  is  now  Front  street  situated  hetwx^en  the 
present  Salem  and  Trumbull  streets,  was  the  house  of 
Capt.  Palmer  Goulding,  a  prominent  citizen,  and  for  some 
years  Town  Clerk. 

On  the  spot  now  occupied  l)y  the  new  Union  Depot, 
where  at  that  time  was  a  saudy  knoll,  took  place  in  the 
year  1778,  one  of  the  most  remarkal)le  executions  lor 
capital  criuie  which  ever  occurred  in  this  country.  Four 
nialefictors,  one  of  whom  was  a  woman,  were  here  exe- 
cuted for  the  crime  of  murder.  About  (Ive  thousand 
peo[)l(^  from  this,  and  neighboring  towns,  thronged  to 
witness  the  spectacle.  A  teri'ible  thunder  shower  oc- 
curred at  the  time,  and  everything  conspired  to  produce 
"  a  compound  scene  of  horror."  The  details  Avere  pub- 
lished in  the  Spy  of  Aug.  G,  1778. 

Returning  to  the  Main  road,  south  of  the  store  of  Mr. 
Nazro,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Taylor's  block,  was 
the  residence  of  Col.  Gardner  Chandler,  Higli  SheriA^  of 
the  County.  This  house  was  considered  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  interior  of  New  Eugland.  Near  the  pres- 
ent junction  of  Portland  and  Park  streets,  stood  the 
house  of  Rev.  Tliaddens  Maccarty,  pastor  of  the  Parish. 
At  the  point  where  Park  street  now  joins  Main,  stood 
the  residence  of  James  Putnam,  Es(|.,  the  able  law3xr 
and  the  last  Royal  Attorney  General  of  the  Pi'ovince. 
After  Col.  Putnam  fled  to  Boston,  the  house  was  occu- 
pied by  Joseph  Allen,  Es((.,  and  still  later  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Fl  agg.    It  was  destroyed  by  (ire  in  f  /  8G.    Just  south  cf 
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this  house  was  Jones'  Tavern,  another  rendezvous  of 
the  tori-es. 

The  territory  lying  between  the  store  of  Col.  Cliand- 
ler  on  the  north-west,  the  house  of  Palmer  Gouldinir  on 
the  east,  the  houses  of  l\ev.  Mr.  Maccarty  and  Col.  Put- 
nam on  the  south,  and  the  main  road  on  the  west,  was 
the  Common,  on  the  east  side  of  which  was  the  public 
burial  place  of  the  town,  surrounded  by  a  high  stone 
wall.  The  Common  at  that  day  was  not  enclosed,  and 
was  used  as  a  common  in  the  most  literal  sense.  Trav- 
elled ways,  some  of  which  had  been  established  ]jy  the 
authorit}^  of  the  town,  and  some  by  use,  traversed  this 
tract  in  all  directions.  On  the  west  side  near  the  main 
road,  on  tlie  same  site  it  now  occupies,  stood  the  meet- 
ing house  built  in  1763.  The  original  dimensions  were 
VO  feet  in  length  by  55  in  width,  with  a  tower  on  the 
north  surmounted  l)y  a  S})ire  130  feet  higli.  The  erec- 
tion of  this  building  was  commenced  June  21,  1703,  aiul 
aUliough  not  fully  completed,  the  first  public  service 
was  held  Dec.  8,  of  that  year,  that  being  the  day  set 
a})art  for  Thanksgiving  in  this  Province.  The  principid 
entrance  was  through  a  porch  on  the  west  side,  and 
there  was  also  an  entrance  through  a  porch  at  the  south 
end,  and  another  through  the  tower  on  tlie  noi  th.  Tlie 
poi'ch  at  the  main  entrance  had  wi<le  double  doors  in 
front  and  siufj-le  doors  at  the  sides.  The  entrance  ilu'ouuh 
the  tower  was  also  by  doors  on  tlie  three  sides.  The  iloor 
of  the  meeting  house  was  provided  with  sixty-one  laigx) 
s(piare  box  pews'*'  and  seven  long  pews  on  each  side  of 
the  broad  aisle, — these  last  being  IVee.  Those  at  the 
riiiht  on  enterino;  were  assi<i;ned  to  the  men,  and  those 
on  the  left  to  the  women.  In  front  of  the  pulpit  was 
the  pew  for  the  deacons,  and  the  })ew^  for  the  aged  and 
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(leaf.  Over  the  pulpit  was  the  high  sounding  hoard  witli 
its  pendant  dove.  On  three  sides  was  a  very  deep  galler}^ 
the  pulpit  heing  raised  liigh  enough  to  he  in  full  view  of 
every  seat.  Tlie  pew  at  the  right  of  the  pulpit  on  the 
floor  of  the  house,  ^vas  assigned  to  the  lion.  John  Chand- 
ler, as  heing  the  most  desirahle,  in  aeknowledgment  of 
his  generous  eontrihution  of  £40  towards  the  ereetion  of 
the  edifiee.  The  Iniilding  committee  consisted  of  John 
Chandler,  Jr.,  Joshua  liigelow,  Josiali  ]]rewer,  John  Cur- 
tis, James  Putnam,  Daniel  Boyden,  James  Goodwin,  Jacoh 
llemmenway,  David  Bigelow^,  Samuel  Moore,  and  Elisha 
Smith.  They  were  origin;illy  limited  hy  the  town  to  an 
expenditure  of  £1200,  hut  the  entire  ex[)ense  amounted 
to  .£154 2.  iSo  change  took  place  in  the  exterior  imtil 
the  year  1827,  when  the  west  porch  was  removed,  wings 
added  to  the  tower,  and  vnrious  minor  alterations  uuuk'. 
lu  18o4,  the  south  porch  was  removed  and  25  feet  in 
length  added  to  the  huilding  ;  the  addition  preserving 
the  general  style  of  architecture  as  it  was  at  the  time 
the  church  was  first  erected,  iu  1S71,  the  outside  was 
modernized,  live  lou!*' wiu(k)ws  hein<>'  sul)stituted  on  each 
side  in  j)lace  of  the  eighteen  which  hiul  lighted  the 
huildimx  hefore,  leaviuLi:  hut  little  to  remind  us  of  its 
former  ap-  pearance. 

Having  taken  this  hasty  glance  at  AYorcester  as  it  was 
at  the  time  of  the  Hevolution,  we  can  rcidi/e,  to  some 
extent,  the  changes  of  a  century.  A  small  to^vn  of  less 
than  two  thousand  iuha))itants  has  Ijecome  a  thriving 
city  of  nearly  filty  thousand,  with  a  total  Yaluntioii  of 
forty-nine  millions  of  dollars.  Its  village  highway  is  to 
day  a  husy  thoroughfire,  and  scarcely  aught  remains  of 
one  hundred  years  ago. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


State  of  Public  opinion  previous  to  the  war — Instruetions  to  the  lleprcsentative  to  the  General 
Court  concerning  the  Stiinip  Act  in  17(>5,  ami  against  slavery  in  ITtJT — Agroeuicnt  not  to  liuy  or  use 
any  article  that  had  paid  a  duty,  1708 — Conunittee  of  Corn'9i)ondence  chosen  in  1778 — Formation 
of  the  American  Political  Society  in  1773,  together  with  its  proceedings  up  to  its  dissolution  in 
1770 — Action  of  the  Town  on  the  Tea  Act,  1774 — Protest  of  the  Tories  to  this  action — Instruction 
to  Hepn'.sentativc  concerning  the  Tea  question — New  To\yn  Meeting  called  by  the  Tories  to  recon- 
sider instructions — Great  battle  at  the  Polls  and  Victory  of  the  Patriots — liOng  protest  of  the 
Tories  clandestinely  entered  on  re<'ord3  of  Town — Town  Clerk  obliged  to  expunge  the  same  in  open 
meetintf,  by  dipping  his  fingers  in  ink  and  drawing  them  over  the  page — Recantation  of  43  of 
the  52  Tories. 

In  taking  a  retrospective  survey  of  the  acts  of 
the  town  and  people  of  Worcester  during  the  War 
of  the  KevoUition,  it  will  he  necessary,  in  order  to 
properly  understand  the  hearing  of  the  great  ques- 
tions with  which  they  had  to  deal,  the  apparently  in- 
surmountahle  ohstacles  witli  which  they  had  to  contend, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  fully  appreciate  their  undying 
attachment  to  those  principles  of  liherty  which  finally 
gave  birth  to  the  republic,  to  review  their  acts  and 
doings  to  some  extent  during  the  decade  which  pre- 
ceded the  final  appeal  to  arms. 

In  this  review  we  shall  see  they  were  loyal  subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  having  been  at  all  times  ready  to  take 
up  arms  in  defence  of  the  mother  country,  and  in  thus 
defending  her,  were  willing  to  peril  both  life  and  fortune. 
But  while  firmly  loyal  to  King  George  and  his  Parlia- 
ment, they  could  but  realize  that  the  chains  of  slavery 
were  being  forged  for  them,  and  unhesitatingly,  yet 
calmly  and  reluctantly  resolved,  that  loyal  though  they 
wished  to  be,  that  loyalty  should  not  be  maintained  at 
the  expense  of  the  God-given  right  of  freedom. 
3 


1 8  History  of  Worcester  i7i  |  ^"Tt^,?""" 

Going  back  ten  years  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of 
hostilities,  we  find  that  at  a  town  meetiuij^  liekl  October 
21,  1765,  Capt.  Ephraim  Doohttle,  Representative  to  the 
General  Court,  was  instructed  to  join  in  no  measure 
countenancing  the  Stamp  Act.  On  the  18th  of  May, 
1707,  at  a  town  meetinfj^,  a  committee  consistino-  of 
Capt.  Ephraim  Doolitlle,  Nathan  Baldwin  and  Jonathan 
Stone  reported  instructions  to  be  observed  by  Mr. 
Joshua  Bigelow,  Representative,  as  follows: 

First:  That  you  use  your  influence  to  maintain  and  continue  that 
harmony  and  good  will  between  Great  Britain  and  this  Province,  wliich 
may  be  most  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  each,  by  a  steady  and  firm 
attachment  to  English  liberty  and  the  charter  rights  of  this  Province, 
and  that  you  willingly  suffer  no  invasions,  eitlier  through  pretext  of 
precedency,  or  any  other  way  whatsoever;  and  if  you  lind  any  en- 
croachments on  our  charter  rights,  that  you  use  your  utmost  ability  to 
obtain  constitutional  redress. 

Second:  That  you  use  your  influence  to  obtain  a  law  to  })ut  an  end 
to  the  unchristian  and  impolitic  practice  of  making  slaves  of  the 
human  species. 

Third:  That  you  use  your  influence  that  the  pay  of  shei-iffs  be  so 
regulated  that  the  fees  may  uot  be  double  as  much  as  the  service  may 
be  done  for,  and  that  jurymen  be  not  obliged  to  do  service  at  the  ex- 
pense of  their  own  private  estates,  or  be  subjected  to  large  fines  or 
penalties. 

Fourth :  That  you  endeaver  to  relieve  the  people  of  the  province  of 
the  great  burden  of  supporting  so  many  Latin  schools,  whereby  they 
are  prevented  from  attaining  such  a  degree  of  English  learning  as  is 
necessary  to  retain  the  freedom  of  any  state. 

Fifth :  That  you  inquire  into  the  cause  of  such  general  neglect  of 
the  militia  of  this  Province. 

Sixth:  That  you  take  special  care  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and 
in  all  matters  to  have  a  single  eye  to  the  public  good,  and  a  watchful 
eye  over  those  who  are  seeking  the  ruin  of  this  Province,  and  endeavor 
to  make  this  Province  reciprocally  happy  with  our  mother  country. 

In  1768  an  agreement  was  signed  by  the  patriotic 
people  of  the  town  to  the  effect,  that  ^'  as  the  happiness 
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and  Avell  being  of  civil  communities  depend  upon  indus- 
try, economy  and  good  morals,"  and  taking  into  consid- 
eration the  stagnation  of  business,  scarcity  of  money, 
and  the  heavy  debt  contracted  in  the  French  and  Indian 
War,  they  Avould  use  their  utmost  endeavor  in  order  to 
retain  money  in  the  Province,  suppress  extravagance 
and  promote  industry,  economy  and  good  morals, 
to  discountenance  the  use  of  all  foreign  supertlui- 
ties,  and  encourage  the  manufixcturers  of  the  Province  ; 
and  they  resolved,  that  as  Parliam.ent  had  passed  an 
act  imposing  duties  on  various  articles  for  the  pin^pose 
of  raising  a  revenue,  which  they  regarded  as  an  infringe- 
ment on  their  just  rights  and  privileges,  they  ^solemnly 
promised  and  engaged  each  with  the  other,  to  encourage 
our  own  manufacturers,  to  avoid  paying  the  tax  by  not 
buying  any  European  commodity  but  such  as  was  abso- 
lutely necessary,  to  trade  witli  no  importer  or  person 
buying  his  goods  of  importers,  and  holding  him  who 
should  break  this  agreement  as  dishonored  and  an 
enemy  to  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

As  illustrating  the  loyalty  of  the  people  to  the  King 
and  Parliament.  A  glance  at  the  report  of  a  committee, 
consisting  of  William  Young,  David  Bancroft,  Samuel 
Curtis, .  Timothy  Bigelow  and  Stephen  Salisbury,  will 
suffice.  This  committee  was  appointed  at  a  town  meet- 
ing held  in  March,  1773,  to  consider  the  contents  of 
the  celebrated  Boston  Pamphlet;  which  committee 
])resented  an  elaborate  report  at  the  adjournment  in  the 
May  following.  Appealing  to  the  record  of  the  past 
as  proof  of  their  loyaltj^,  they  declare  "the  fond  affection 
that  has  ever  subsisted  in  our  hearts  for  Great  Britain 
and  its  sovereign,  has  ever  induced  us  to  esteem  it  above 
any  other  country ;  and  as  fond  children  speak  of  a 
father's  house,  we  have  ever  called  it  our  home,  and 
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always  have  been  ready  to  rejoice  when  they  rejoiced, 
to  weep  when  they  have  wept,  and  whenever  required, 
to  bleed  when  they  have  bled  ;  and  in  return,  we  are 
sorry  to  say,  we  have  had  our  harbor  filled  with  ships  of 
war,  in  a  hostile  manner,  and  troops  posted  in  our  met- 
ropohs  in  a  time  of  profound  peace ;  not  only  posted  in 
a  manner  greatly  insulting,  but  actually  slaughtering 
the  inhabitants;  cannon  leveled  aganist  our  senate 
house ;  the  fortress  or  key  of  the  Province  taken  from 
us ;  and  as  an  addition  to  our  distress,  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Province  has  declared  he  has  not  the 
power  to  control  the  troops.  Nevertheless  we  are  ready 
and  willing  to  stand  forth  in  defence  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  our  noble 
constitution,  and  when  called  to  it,  risk  our  lives  ;  and 
in  that  day  let  him  that  hath  no  sword,  sell  his  garment 
and  buy  one." 

At  this  meeting  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  wns 
chosen  to  correspond  witli  committees  in  the  other  towns 
in  this  Province,  this  committee  consisting  of  William 
Young,  Timothy  Bigelow  and  John  Smith. 

The  origin  of  the  scheme  for  forming  Committees 
of  Correspondence  is  credited  by  Tudor  in  his  life  of 
James  Otis,  to  the  Hon.  James  Warren  of  Plymouth. 
He  communicated  it  to  Samuel  Adams  who  was  mak- 
ing him  a  visit.  Mr.  Adams  consulted  with  his  frierds 
on  his  return  to  Boston,  the  plan  was  adopted,  spread 
with  rapidity  throughout  all  the  colonies,  and  became 
one  of  the  most  powerful  means  for  uniting  and  direct- 
ing public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  Revolution. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1773,  a  Society  was  formed, 
which  became  a  most  efficient  means  toward  elfecting 
the  purposes  of  the  patriots  of  the  town.  This  organ- 
ization had  its  origin  in  the  necessity  for  unity  of  pur- 
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pose  and  action,  in  counteracting  royal  influence ;  and 
although  it  existed  less  than  three  years,  it  was,  during 
its  existence,  a  powerful  medium  for  carrying  out  the 
popular  will.  The  prominent  part  assumed  hy  this  so- 
ciety, in  the  proceedings  of  the  times,  would  seem  to 
justify  a  reproduction  of  its  llules  and  llegulations, 
showing  the  ohjects  to  he  attained,  the  methods  of  pro- 
cedure, and  a  partial  insight  into  the  customs  of  the 
period. 

THE  AMERICAN  POLITICAL  SOCIETY.  * 

Worcester,  New  England,  Dec.  27,  1773. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Asa  Ward,  at  5 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Joshua  Bigelow  was  chosen 
chairman. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  a  vote  be  put 
whether  the  meeting  shall  be  continued  from  time  to 
time,  to  take  under  our  consideration  and  debate  npon, 
such  matters  and  things  as  concern  ouf  rights  and  lib- 
erties, and  whether  the  members  present  would  enter 
into  a  society  covenant  for  said  purpose  under  good  and 
wholesome  rules  and  regulations. 

Carried  Unanimously.  •  ; 

A  committee  was  chosen,  consisting  of  Nathan  Bald- 
win, Samuel  Curtis  and  Timothy  Bigelow,  to  report  a 
code  of  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  the  meeting  ad- 
journed to  the  3rd  day  of  January,  1774.  At  that  time 
the  committee  presented  the  following,  which  was  ad- 
opted. 

KULES  AND  KEOULATIONS. 

Whereas,  at  this  present  time,  the  good  people  of  tliis  country  in 
general  (and  with  respect  to  some  particular  circumstances  the  town  of 

*  From  the  original  records  in  possession  of  the  American  xVnti(iuariun  Soci- 
ety. 


22 


History  of  Worcester  in 


{  Anno  Dom. 
1  1773. 


AYorcester  in  particular,)  labor  under  many  impositions  and  burdens 
grevious  to  be  borne,  which  we  appreliend  would  never  have  been  im- 
posed upon  us,  if  we  had  been  united,  and  opposed  the  machinations 
of  some  designing  persons  in  this  Province,  who  are  grasping  at  power, 
and  the  property  of  their  neighbors  ;  for  the  prevention  whereof,  and 
the  l)ettter  securing  our  liberties  and  properties,  and  counteracting  the 
designs  of  our  enemies,  we,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do 
by  these  presents  incorporate  ourselves  into  a  society  by  the  name  of 
The  American  Political  Society,  and  to  meet  at  some  public  house  in 
AVorcester,  at  least  once  every  month,  to  advise  with  each  other  on 
pro[)er  methods  to  be  pursued  by  us,  and  each  of  us,  respecting  our 
common  rijrhts  and  liberties,  civil  and  reliirious  ;  and  for  the  reirular 
ordering  and  conducting  our  said  society  in  their  meetings,  they  shall 
choose  some  one  of  the  members  of  said  society  as  a  chairman  to  pre- 
side in  said  meeting  or  meetings;  to  keep  up  good  order,  and  an  obser- 
vance of  the  rules  hereafter  mentioned ;  and  one  other  member  as  a 
clerk,  to  keep  an  exact  journal  of  the  acts  and  i)roceedings  of  this  OTir 
society,  in  their  said  meetings,  and  for  the  well  ordering  our  said 
society,  the  following  rules  shall  be  strictly  observed  and  comj)lied 
with  by  each  and  every  member  thereof,  viz  : 

1st.  That  no  discourse  or  transaction  in  any  of  our  meetings  shall 
be  connnunicated  or  divulged  to  any  person  or  persons  not  belonging 
to  our  said  society,  by  any  ways  or  means  whatever,  (such  only  except- 
ed as  are  allowed  to  be  made  public  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  our  said 
society,)  and  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  this  article,  he  or  they  be  punished  with  expulsion  from  our  said 
society. 

2nd.  That  we  will  avoid  all  law  suits  with  all  men  as  much  as  pos- 
sible in  general,  and  in  particular  with  any  or  either  of  the  members  of 
this  our  society,  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  a  difference  shall  arise 
between  any  two  or  more  of  the  members  thereof  in  any  of  our  meet- 
ings, and  the  parties  cannot  settle  it  to  their  satisfaction  between  them- 
selves, they  shall  submit  it  to  the  determination  of  the  society  thereon 
or  be  expelled  the  society. 

3rd.  That  each  member  of  the  society  shall,  as  he  hath  opportun- 
ity, promote  the  interests  of  every  member  of  tlils  society,  in  all  honest 
ways  and  methods  that  he  can,  without  hurting  his  own  or  the  inter- 
ests of  any  other  member  of  this  society. 

1th.  That  in  our  said  meetings,  if  any  member  knows  of  any  in- 
fringements of  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  he  shall  make  the  same 
known. 
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otli.  That  whenever  any  member  hath  anything  to  offer  in  a  speecli 
to  the  society  assembled,  he  shall  address  himself  to  the  chairman  then 
presiding,  and  during  the  time  of  his  speaking  he  shall  not  be  broken 
in  upon  or  interrupted  by  any  person  whatever  but  by  leave  of  the 
chairman. 

Gth.  That  in  all  and  every  of  our  monthly  meetings,  onr  expenses 
for  liquor,  &c..  shall  not  exceed  six  pence  per  man  upon  an  average, 
and  in  our  quarterly  meetings,  it  shall  not  exceed  two  shillings  per 
man  as  aforesaid  upon  an  average. 

7th.  That  each  member  of  the  society  is  debarred  the  liberty  of 
asking,  inviting  or  introducing  any  person  whatever  into  our  company, 
without  first  having  obtained  leave  of  our  society  for  so  doing. 

8th.  That  each  member  shall  constantly  attend  all  our  said  meet- 
ings, and  if  any  member  shall  fail  of  attending,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  into  the  hands  of  the  clerk,  six  pence  for  the  use  of  the  society, 
for  such  his  non-attendance,  and  at  that  rate  for  every  such  offence, 
except  he  can  assign  i-easons  for  his  non-attendance  satisfactory  to  the 
society. 

0th.  That  every  member  of  our  said  society  shall  have  full  power  to 
dismiss  himself  from  said  society  in  the  following  manner,  viz  :  by  in- 
forming them  in  any  one  of  their  meetings,  in  writing,  that  he  will  in- 
violably keep  all  the  secrets  of  said  society,  as  faithfully  as  if  he  still 
belonged  to  it  himself  and  as  they  desire,  but  that  he  desires  a  dismission 
by  a  vote  of  said  society,  and  that  it  may  be  entered  on  the  journal  of 
the  transactions  of  said  society,  that  he  was  dismissed  by  his  ow^u  de- 
sire. 

1 0th.  That  each  particular  member  of  this  our  said  society,  re- 
posing special  trust  and  confidence  in  every  other  member  of  the  soci- 
ety, looks  upon  himself  as  bound,  and  hereby  binds  himself  by  the  ties 
of  honor,  virtue,  truth,  sincei-ity,  and  every  appellation  that  is  dear  to 
him  in  this  life,  faithfully  and  truly  to  keep  and  perform  for  himself, 
each  and  every  of  the  articles  herein  mentioned  and  expressed,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes. 

At  an.  adjourned  meeting  Jan.  10,  the  following  were 
added. 

]  Ith.  That  there  shall  be  a  new  choice  of  officers  in  said  society, 
at  each  meeting  next  following  a  quarterly  meeting. 

r2th.  That  no  member  be  admitted  into  this  society  but  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes,  and  that  the  vote  be  by  ballot. 
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13 til.  Tliat  each  of  our  said  meetings  begin  at  five  of  the  clock 
P.  M.,  and  not  to  continue  over  four  liours,  quarterly  meetings  ex- 
cepted. 

14th.  That  our  monthly  meetings  shall  be  on  the  first  IMonday  of 
February,  second  IMonday  of  Marcli,  lirst  Monday  of  Way,  June, 
August,  September,  November  and  December. 

And  that  our  quarterly  meetings  shall  be  on  the  first  ^Eonday  of 
April,  July,  October  and  January,  and  all  quarterly  meetings  to  begin 
at  two  of  the  clock  P.  M. 

The  original  membership  consisted  of  thirty-one  in- 
dividuals; others  joining  from  time  to  time,  made  a  total 
membership  of  seventy-one.  -j 


Joshua  Bigelow, 
15enjamin  Flagg, 
Thomas  AV^heeler, 
AVilliam  Young, 
Timothy  liigelow, 
John  Smith, 
Robert  Smith, 
Jacob  Ilemenway, 
Francis  Harrington, 
David  Thomas, 


ORIGINAL  ]\IEM1'.E11S. 

Samuel  AVoodl)urn, 
Josiah  Pierce, 
Samuel  Curtis, 
Jonas  Hubbard, 
.Joshua  Whitne}'^, 
John  Kelso, 
Eljenezer  Ilolbrook,  Jr 
Anu)s  Whe<der, 
Nathan  Baldwin, 
John  Pierce, 
P^dward  Crafts, 


Elxmozer  Lovell, 
Joseph  Barber, 
Samuel  McCraeken, 
David  Chadwick, 
James  Barber, 
William  Dana, 
.Thomas  L3Mides, 
Samuel  Fullerton, 
William  Johnson, 
John  Emerson. 


JOINED  SUJJSKQUliNTLY. 


Silas  Moore, 
Cyprian  Stevens, 
Jona.  Gleason, 
Samuel  AVhitney, 
Thaddeus  Bigelow, 
John  AYoodward, 
Benjamin  Chapin, 
Jno.  Barnard, 
Daniel  Harris, 
Phinehas  Jones, 
Jacob  Holmes, 
Ebenezer  Wiswall, 
Wm.  Jennison  Sterne, 


Joseph  Ball, 
William  Treadwell, 
Ezekiel  Ilowe, 
Jonatlian  Rice, 
Daniel  Beard, 
Ephraim  Miller, 
Moses  Miller, 
Reuben  Gray, 
Asa  Ward, 
James  Moore, 
Jonathan  Stone, 
Thomas  Knight, 
Levi  Houghton, 
Josiah  Knight, 


Jonathan  Lovell, 
Ebenezer  AVillington, 
Robert  Gray, 
Samuel  Brown, 
Oliver  Pierce, 
Dr.  John  Green, 
Elijah  Harrington, 
Robert  Crawford, 
Benjamin  Flagg,  Jr., 
William  Taylor, 
Samuel  Miller, 
David  Bancroft, 
Phinehas  Ward, 
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Feb.  7,  1774.  A  debate  was  had  upon  the  impro- 
priety of  choosing  any  person  to  any  ofliee,  who  was 
not  an  open  and  professed  friend  to  constitutional 
liberty. 

Feb.  25.  Tliey  agreed  upon  a  plan  of  procedure  for 
the  Marcli  meeting. 

April  4.  It  was  voted  that  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence be  directed  to  notify  the  committees  in  the 
several  towns  in  the  county,  that  the  vote  for  County 
Treasurer  had  not  been  counted  at  the  late  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  as  liad  been  customary, 
and  warned  them  of  the  dangers  consequent  tliereupon, 
that  the  people  might  be  on  their  guard  against  fraud 
and  deception."  And  also  voted  that  "  this  society  will 
each  one  bear  and  pay  their  equal  part  of  the  fine  and 
charges  that  may  be  laid  upon  Messrs.  Josliua  Bigelow 
and  Timothy  Bigelow,  for  their  refusal  to  be  empan- 
neled  upon  the  Grand  Jury,  at  our  next  Superior  Court 
of  Assize,  for  the  County  of  Worcester,  if  they  shall  Ije 
chosen  into  that  office;  und  their  refusal  is  founded  upon 
the  principle  that  they  cannot  consistently  with  good 
conscience  (ind  order,  serve,  if  Peter  Ohver,  Esq.,  is 
present  on  the  bench  as  Chief  Justice,  or  Judge  of  said 
Court,  before  he  is  lawfully  tried  and  acquitted  from  the 
hi<i;h  crimes  and  char<i:es  for  which  he  now  stands  im- 
pe;iched  l)y  the  Honorable  House  of  Kepresentatives, 
and  the  major  part  of  the  Grand  Jurors  for  the  wliole 
county  join  them  in  refusing  to  serve  for  the  reasons 
aforesaid." 

A  committee  was  cliosen  to  prepare  instructions  for 
the  Representative  that  should  be  chosen  to  ^erye  the 
town  in  that  odice,  at  the  cannual  meeting  in  M;iy. 

May  2d.    It  was  debated  whether  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mac- 
carty's  additional  salary  of  the  sum  of  £20  be  t:d;en  oif 
4 
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for  the  year.  John  Kelso  was  clioseu  Grand  Juior  for 
the  year.  June  10.  It  was  voted  nnaniuiously,  ior  the 
better  securing  our  injured  rights  and  pi'ivileges,"  to  sign 
a  Solemn  League  a/id  Covenant,  not  to  purchase  any 
English  goods,  nntil  the  port  and  harbor  of  Boston  shall 
be  opened.  Jul}^  4th.  Voted  that  each  nienil»er  of  the 
society  be  provided  with  powder,  lliut  and  lead.  Aug. 
1st.  Nathan  Baldwin,  Joshua  Ijigelow,  Benjamin  Flagg, 
Dr.  John  Green,  Ebenezer  Lovell,  Timothy  Bigelow  and 
Lieut.  Samuel  Curtis,  Avere  chosen  a  conuuittee  to  pre- 
pare a  plan  of  action  to  be  pursued  at  the  town  meeting, 
to  be  held  Aug.  1^2d.  Aug.  18.  '-Voted  tliat  Nathan 
Perry  be  moderator  of  oui'  next  town  meeting,  it  he 
shall  be  chosen  to  that  office ;  if  nut,  then  Josiah  Biei'ce 
shall  preside."  Oct.  od.  The  instructions  to  Jdshua 
Bigelow  and  Timothy  Bigelo^v,  to  ))e  ad()[)ted  at  town 
meeting  Oct.  4,  were  considered  and  approved.  Nov.  7- 
David  Bancroft  and  Jonathan  Stone  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  and  ])resent  the  Solemn  League 
and  Covenant  to  the  Ibllowing  persons :  liev.  Thaddeus 
Maccarty,  Col.  Gardner  Chandler,  ])r.  Elijah  Dix,  Ste- 
phen Salisbury  and  Timothy  Paine,  Esq.  Dec.  5th. 
Joshua  Bigelow  was  instructed  to  lay  before  the  County 
Conj:»:ress,  the  refusal  of  Gardner  Chandler  to  siun  the 
Solemn  League  and  Covenant.  Sept.  5,  1775,  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Samuel  McCracken,  Josiah  LVnrce, 
David  Bigelow,  Sanniel  AVoodbm-n  and  Nathan  Baldwin, 
was  chosen  to  inspect  the  tories  going  and  coming  from 
Lancaster  or  any  other  way.  In  1770,  divisions  having 
sprung  np  on  some  points,  among  which  was  the  pro- 
2:)riety  of  the  society  controlling  the  town  meetings,  and 
assuming  powers  properly  l)elonging  to  the  Connnittee  uf 
Correspondence,  an  attempt  was  made  to  harmonize  con- 
llicting  opinions,  and  a  committee  of  inipiir}'  was  chosen 
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to  investigate  the  matter  and  endeavor  to  effect  a  com- 
promise. After  several  meetings,  and  affairs  remaining 
nn improved,  and  also  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  Lirge 
propoi'tion  of  the  mendjers  were  absent  in  tlie  army,  it 
was  voted.  May  20,  1776,  "that  we  separate  at  the  next 
meeting,"  wliich  Avas  probably  done,  as  there  is  no  record 
of  the  Jnne  meeting. 

While  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  town  were 
aware  that  the  acts  of  the  British  Ministry  were  tending 
to  deprive  them  of  all  participation  in  the  affairs  of 
government,  and  to  reduce  them  to  a  condition  of  de- 
pendance  and  servility,  there  Avas  a  formidable  party 
composed  in  great  part  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
town,  persons  in  high  standing  wlio  had  held  high  civil 
and  military  offices,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  all  the  people,  who  considered  all  acts  designed 
to  resist  the  encroachments  of  the  Eni^lish  Government 
as  treasonaljle  and  reljellions,  and  who  cast  the  wdiole 
weight  of  their  n^ealtli,  talents  and  iniluence  on  the  side 
of  royal  prerogative. 

The  patriots  of  AYorcester  found  these  "  internal  ene- 
mies" or  tories,  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  over- 
come ;  the  royal  iniluence  being  far  more  powerful  in 
the  interior  of  the  Province,  than  in  the  eastern  coun- 
ties. 

In  a  warrant  issued  for  a  town  meeting  to  be  held  at 
the  meeting  house  March  7th,  1774,  an  article  was  inserted 
calling  upon  the  town  to  consider,  and  act,  and  vote  as 
they  may  think  proper,"  upon  a  request  of  twenty-seven 
of  the  free  holders  and  other  inhabitants  of  said  town, 
relating  to  an  act  of  Parliament  giving  a  privilege  to 
the  East  India  Company  to  export  teas  to  America,  sub- 
ject to  duty,  to  raise  a  revenue  for  his  Majesty.    At  this 
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meeting,  a  committee  consisting  of  William  Young, 
Josiali  Pierce  and  Timothy  Bigelow,  was  chosen  to  take 
the  article  into  consideration,  and  report  in  two  hours. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  they  presented  a  report, 
which  ^vas  accepted.  After  ])articularizing  some  of  the  . 
most  intolerable  grievances  from  which  they  were  suf- 
fering, they  came  to  the  consideration  of  the  main  sub- 
ject named  in  the, article,  the  exportation  of  teas  to 
America,  subject  to  duty.  The  committee  submitted  a 
resolution,  which  w^as  accordingly  adopted,  refusing  to 
buy,  sell,  or  in  any  way  to  be  concerned  with  India  teas 
of  any  kind,  inUil  the  act  imposing  such  a  duty  be  re- 
pealed ;  and  also  resolving,  to  break  oil"  all  conunercial 
intercourse  with  those  persons,  in  tliis  or  any  other 
place,  who  should  act  counter  to  these  resolutions  ;  and 
further  resolving  that  we  have  an  indisputable  right, 
at  this  time,  and  at  all  times,  boldly  to  assert  our  rights 
and  make  known  our  grievances,  being  sensible  that  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  security  of  })ro])erty  always  go 
together.  None  but  the  base  tyrant  and  his  wicked 
tools  dread  this  liberty;  upright  measures  will  defend 
themselves.  It  is  not  only  our  indul)ital)le  right  but  a 
requisite  duty,  in  this  legal  and  public  manner  to  make 
known  our  grievances.  Among  the  many  benetits  that 
will  naturally  result  therefrom  will  be,  we  hope,  that 
important  one  of  undeceiving  our  gracious  sovereign, 
who  from  the  wicked  measures  practised  against  us  we 
liave  just  reason  to  suppose  has  been  artfully  deluded; 
in  defence  of  whose  sacred  person,  crown  and  dignity, 
together  with  our  natural  and  constitutional  rights,  we 
are  ready  at  all  times  boldly  to  risk  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes." 

Accompanying  this  report  on  the  record,  is  the  ibllow- 
ing  protest  signed  by  some  of  the  leading  royalists  of 
the  town. 
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AVe  whose  names  are  underwritten,  beg  leave  to  enter  our  dissent 
and  protest  ai;ainst  the  vote  of  the  town  of  Worcester,  rehiting  to  the 
fourtli  article  in  tlie  warrant  for  the  town  meeting  IMarch,  1771,  and 
do  accoi'dingly  sign  this  as  protest  against  tlie  acceptance  of  tlie  im- 
port of  the  committee  thereon. 

IMarch  7,  1774. 

William  Paine, 
Nahum  Willard, 
David  Moore, 
dames  Hart,  Jr. 
Samnel  jNIoore, 
Cornelins  Stowell, 
Andrew  Duncan, 


James  Putnam, 
John  Chandler, 
Dnniel  Ward, 
John  Curtis, 
Daniel  Poydeii, 
AViUiam  Camjjbell, 
Nathaniel  I\Ioore, 
Pufus  Chandler, 
John  JMower,  ' 


Palmer  Goulding, 
Sanniel  Mower, 


James  Goodwin, 
Samuel  Bridge, 
David  liancroft, 
Jacob  Stevens, 
Jonas  Nichols, 
Gershom  Rice,  Jr. 
Darius  Boydeii, 
Joseph  Blair. 


Although  the  protest  was  entered  on  the  record,  it 
was  rejected  by  the  town.  ; 

At  a  town  meeting  held  May  16,  Mr.  Joshua  Bigelow 
was  chosen  Representative,  and  a  committee  consisting 
of  ]\Iessrs.  Josiah  Pierce,  Samuel  Curtis,  Stephen  Salis- 
bury, Timothy  Bigelow,  John  Kelso,  Joshua  Whitney 
and  Edward  Crafts,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  instruc- 
tions for  his  observance.  At  an  adjourned  meeting 
held  May  20th,  this  committee  reported  the  follow- 
ing which  was  adopted. 

]Mk.  Joshua  Bigelow, 

Sik:  As  P^nglish  America  is  in  a  general  alarm,  in  conseqneuce  of 
some  late  unconstitutional  stretches  of  power,  we  are  sensible  this  is  thu 
most  dillicult  period  that  hath  ever  yet  commenced  since  the  arrival  of 
our  ancestors  into  this  unexplored,  uncultivated  wdlderness  ;  and  being- 
fully  sensible  that  the  wisest  head,  uprightest  heart,  and  lirmest  resolu- 
tion, are  the  necessary  qualilications  of  the  person,  tit  and  suitable  to 
represent  us  in  the  'Great  and  General  Court  of  this  Province,  the 
pi'esent  year,  we  have  honored  you  with  our  suffrages  for  that  impor- 
tant ollice.  NoLwithstandiug  our  confidence  in  your  virtue  and  abilities, 
we  think  it  necessary  to  prescribe  some  certain  rules  for  your  con- 
duct. 
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And  first,  :is  there  is  a  kite  act  of  the  I>ritisli  rnrliament,  to  be  en- 
forced in  America,  witli  troops  find  shii)s  of  ^var,  on  the  liist  day  of 
dune,  in  order  to  stop  the  port  and  harbor  of  Pxjston,  therdiy  (h-pi-iv- 
ing  us  of  the  winds  and  seas,  whieli  God  and  Nature  gax  e  in  conunon 
to  mankind,  we  are  induced  to  believe  tiiat  the  ^liiiisters  of  (li-eat 
]>ritain,  tlirough  misinformation,  are  led  to  a  prostitution  of  tliat  power 
which  has  heretofore  made  Europe  treml)le,  to  abi  idge  us,  llicir  Iti'cth- 
ren  in  this  Province,  of  our  natural  and  civil  rights,  notwith  ^lanilinu-. 
ICxclusivo  of  our  natural  rights,  W(^  had  all  the  pri\  ileges  and  inununi- 
lies  of  l*higlishmi'n  confirmed  (o  us  b\'  our  I'oyal  charter.  Ami  as  ^\■e 
view  this  hostile  maneuver  of  Great  IJritain  as  a  blo\v  aimed,  through 
lioston,  at  the  whole  of  American  liberties,  being  emboldened  tlii-ough 
a  consciousness  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  we,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  direct  you,  that  whatever  measures  Great  liritain  may  take  to 
distress  us,  you  l)e  not  in  the  least  intimidated,  and  thereby  niduce(k 
tiiat  wliatever  recpiisilions,  or  ministerial  mandate  thei'e  may  be,  in 
order  to  subject  us  to  any  unconstitutional  acts  of  the  liritish  Tarba- 
meiit,  to  c(»mply  therewith.  But  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  resist 
the  most  distant  approaches  to  slavery.  l)ut  more  pai'ticularly,  should 
the  peoj)lc  of  this  Province,  through  their  representatives,  be  I'eipiired 
to  compensate  the  East  India  Company  for  the  loss  of  their  tea,  we 
hereby  lay  the  strictest  injunction  on  you  not  to  com[)ly  therewith. 
As  tlie  dc'strnctiou  of  the  tea  was  not  a  [)nblic  act,  we  cannot  see  the 
justice  of  a  i)ul)lic  demand.  As  the  civil  \\\\\  is  opt'ii  to  puni>li  the  of- 
fenders, we  rather  think  instead  of  an  e(]uitabk'  compensation,  itAVould 
be  the  means  of  encouraging  riots  and  robberies,  and  of  conseMpience, 
render  the  courts  of  justice  of  no  use. 

We  also  earnestly  require  tliat  a  strict  union  of  the  colonists  1)0  one 
of  the  first  objects  in  your  view,  and  that  you  carefully  and  immedi- 
ately pursue  every  legal  measure  that  may  tend  thereto,  vi/  :  that 
Committees  of  Correspondence  be  kept  between  the  several  Ibjuses 
of  Assembly  through  the  colonies ;  and  that  you  by  no  means  fail  to 
use  your  utmost  endeavor,  that  there  by  a  general  Congress  foianed  (.)f 
deputies  from  the  same  ;  that  so  we  may  unite  in  some  safe  and  sure 
plan,  to  secure  and  defend  the  Americ;in  liberties  at  this  important 
crisis  of  affairs. 

Also,  we  direct  you,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  endeavor  that  Peter 
Oliver,  Esq.,  be  brought  to  answer  to  the  impeachment  against  him, 
l)referred  by  the  Representatives  of  this  Province  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  people. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  matters  respecting  the  internal  policy 
of  this  Province,  that  in  our  opinion,  at  this  season,  require  the  atten- 
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tion  of  tlie  legislator;  but,  at  a  time  like  this,  when  Britain  in  return 
for  the  Mood  we  have,  011  every  needful  occasion,  so  freely  shed  in  lier 
cause,  has  reduced  thousands,  through  a  wanton  exercise  of  power,  in 
our  nietro{)olis,  to  the  most  distressing  circumstances,  which,  at  lirst 
view,  is  suUicient  to  excite  in  the  human  breast  every  tender  and  coni- 
pasionate  feeling.  This  is  enough  to  engross  3'our  whole  attention* 
Should  other  matters  come  under  your  consideration,  in  the  course  of 
the  ju-esent  year,  relative  to  the  common  and  ordinary  exigencies  of 
government,  we  make  not  the  least  doubt,  you  will  on  your  part,  make 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  tlie  whole  Province  your  ultimate  aim  and 
end,  and  by  that  means  honor  yourself  and  us,  your  constituents,  in 
the  choice  we  have  made." 

Strong  efforts  were  made  on  the  ptirt  of  the  royalists 
to  prevent  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  tlie  coinniit- 
tee.  Col.  Putnam,  than  Avhom  there  were  few,  if  any? 
ahler  lawyers  in  North  America,  threw  the  whole  weiglit 
of  his  inlhience,  learning  and  tdjility  against  its  adoption, 
his  cflbrts  being  seconded  by  many  of  tlie  ablest  and 
most  iidliientitd  men  in  town.  On  the  cpiestion  of  the 
accepttmce  and  adoption  of  the  report  the  adherents  of 
the  King  were  defeated.  In  the  hope  of  oljtaining  a 
reconsideration  of  the  votes,  a  petition  signed  by  4:J 
fi-eidiolders  was  presented  to  the  selectmen,  reip testing 
them  to  call  a  town  meeting  for  that  purpose,  and  in 
accordance  ^vith  this  request,  the  following  warrtint  ^vas 
issued. 

AVAIUIANT. 

AVOKCF.STKR,  SS. 

To  Samuel  Bridge,  one  of  the  Constables  of  the  Tov/n  of 
Worcester,  Gin:i:TiN(;. 

AVMiei  eas  a  great  number  of  the  freeholders,  inhabitants  and  voters 
in  said  town  of  Worcester,  preferred  a  petition  to  us,  the  subscribers, 
Selectnu'u  of  said  Town,  setting  forth  that  there  have  l)een  of  late 
divers  commotions  and  disturbances  in  many  towns  and  places  witliin 
the  l*roviuce,  and  many  actions  of  a  riotous  nature  and  dangerous  ten- 
diMicy  iiave  been  done  and  committed,  whereby  the  property  of  many 
of  his  Majesty's  good  and  peaceable  subjects  has  been  destroyiMl,  their 
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persons  insulted,  and  their  lives  endangered,  more  especially  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  and  that  by  the  artful  practices  of  some  peo))le  there, 
under  the  pretence  of  Patriotism,  but  with  evil  intentions  and  making 
unrighteous  gain  to  themselves  by  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  others,  a 
spirit  of  opposition  to  all  law,  order  and  good  government  has  been 
raised  and  propagated  in  many  towns  and  places  within  this  Province, 
and  some  having  been  so  far  seduced  that  they  have  unwarrantably 
adopted  measures  subversive  of  public  liberty  and  the  good  order  of 
the  State,  and  destructive  of  the  peace  of  society,  and  in  some  places 
votes  and  resolves  have  been  passed  which  they  have  seen  pnl)lished, 
approving  or  justifying  the  unwarrantable  and  riotous  })roceedings  of 
the  said  town  of  lioston,  and  have  thereby,  as  they  fear,  in  some 
measures  made  themselves  partakers  of  their  guilt,  and  wishing  to  avoid 
the  reproach  and  imputations  of  any  such  guihiness  falling  on  them, 
tliey  desire  to  bear  their  public  testimony  against  all  riots,  unlawful 
assemblies,  acts  of  violence,  oppression  and  robbery,  more  esi)ecially 
would  they  manifest  their  utter  detestation  and  abliorence  of  that  un- 
paralleled act  of  violence,  the  destruction  of  the  teas,  the  last  winter  in 
lioston,  and  also  a<rainst  the  uidawfnl  force  and  violence  in  di\  ers  rio- 
tons  acts  committed  on  the  persons  and  properties  of  sundry  good  peo- 
ple in  this  Province,  to  whom  said  teas  were  consigned,  and  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  in  "Worcester,  in  March  last,  certain  resolves  were  passed 
and  voted  to  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the  town  of  AVorcester, 
against  the  express  will  and  o[)inion  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  of 
the  town  then  assembled,  and  had  not  the  members  of  the  connnittee 
who  made  or  copied  the  resolves,  voted  for  their  being  accepted  and  re- 
corded, there  would  have  been  a  majority  of  tlu;  town  against  the  ac- 
ceptance of  them,  and  at  that  time  many  of  the  sober,  judicious  peo})le 
of  this  town  thought  that  those  resolves  were  calculated  to  serve 
seditious  purposes,  and  some  of  them  did  therefore  enter  their  in-otest 
in  writing  against  the  said  resolves  and  proceedings,  and  desired  the 
same  might  be  entered  and  recorded  with  the  records  of  the  town,  yet 
hoping  to  prevent  it,  the  town  did  unreasonably  and  hastily  vote  that 
the  said  protestation  should  not  be  received  or  recorded,  and  they  have 
reason  to  apprehend  there  are  many  more  persons  of  consideration 
and  interest  within  said  town  that  did  not  then  i)rotest  for  want  of  0[)- 
portunity  to  do  it,  that  would  be  glad  of  a  lit  time  for  doling  it,  and 
discovering  their  mind  on  many  late  acts  and  proceedings,  in  a  pulilic 
manner,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  were  the  same  matters  now  again 
to  be  coasidered  and  acted  on  by  the  town,  their  proceedings  wonld  be 
very  dlifjrcnt  from  what  they  were  before,  at  least  that  sueli  a  nund)er 
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would  now  i)rote.st,  and  would  before  had  the}'  been  })iv.sent  as  are 
owners  and  proprietors  of  by  far  the  large.^t  share  of  the  interest  and 
property  of  the  whole  town,  and  jirayini;'  that  a  meetiiiL;-  of  the  said 
town  may  be  warned  that  the  inhabitants  l)eing  voters  may  be  assem- 
bled, as  soon  as  ni:iy  be,  and  so  have  an  op[)(n-tunity  of  deelaring  their 
sentiments,  and  acting  with  freedom  in  a  legal  way,  with  respect  to  the 
votes,  resolves,  protestations  and  so  forth,  before  referred  to,  and  to 
examine  into  the  })roceedings  and  conduct  of  certain  persons  in  the 
town  of  Worcester,  styling  themselves  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence for  the  town,  and  that  their  power  and  authority  may  be  exam- 
ined into,  and  they  reipiired  to  lay  before  the  town,  all  their  proceed- 
ings and  doings  as  a  conunittee,  together  or  aj)art,  since  tluy  have  as- 
sumed that  character,  and  that  they  lay  befon;  the  town,  all  such  ad- 
vices, letters  and  intelligence  as  they  or  any  of  them  shall  Inuc  received, 
and  from  whom  they  had  it  relating  to  public  matters,  and  produce  true 
copies  of  all  such  advices  and  letters  as  they  or  any  of  them  in  the 
course  of  their  correspondence  have  communicated  to  others,  that  the 
town  may  have  a  full  and  fair  opportunity  of  publicl}-  (!\aniining  into 
their  whole  conduct  and  proceedings,  as  by  saiil  })etition  appears. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  required  in  liis  ^NTajesty's  name,  in  the 
usual  way  and  manner,  to  warn  and  give  notice  to  tlie  freeholders  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  qualilied  according  to  law  to  vote 
in  town  idTairs,  to  meet  and  assemble  at  the  meetinghouse  in  said 
town,  on  JNIonday  the  twentieth  day  of  June  next,  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  then  and  there  to  choose 

1st.    A  Moderator. 

2d.  To  act  on  the  several  matters  and  things  contained  in  said  pe- 
petition,  and  to  recei\e  the  re})ort  of  the  Comnuttee  of  Correspt^n- 
deiice  in  I'elation  to  their  })roceedings,  as  therein  mentioned,  and  for  the 
town  to  act  on  all  matters  mentioned  in  said  ])etltion,  as  they  njay 
judge  proper. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings 
to  some  of  the  Selectmen  before  said  meeting. 

Dated  at  Worcester,  the  thirtieth  day  of  INTay,  in  the  Fourteenth 
year  of  his  IMajesty's  Reign,  Anno  JJomiiu,  1774, 

Ti.MOTiiv  Paine,  ] 

AViLLiA:\r  Young,     1  r,  ,  , 

„,  '     )'  Selectmen. 

Thomas  \Viii:i>:li:h,  [ 

JOSIAII  riKRCE, 
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In  accordance  with  this  warrant  a  moeting  was  held 
at  the  designated  time  and  place,  and  after  a  long  and 
stormy  debate,  the  patriotic  party  prevailed.  The  tories 
still  unwilling  to  yield,  ollered  a  protest,  Avhich  was  re- 
fused. The  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  Chirk  Chandler,  a  linn  and 
persistent  royalist,  entered  a  copy  of  this  protest  on  the 
records  of  the  town.  Copies  Avere  also  inserted  in  the 
Boston  News  Letter,  of  June  o(),  and  the  Massachusetts 
Gazette  of  July  4,  1774,  being  prefaced  with  the  iollow- 
ing  note. 

IMkssus.  Printers  : 

If  you  please  you  may  ui\  e  tlie  iiii:,-  [irotestatiou  of  us  a 

few  friends  of  trutli,  peace  and  order,  a  place  in  your  paper;  for  it  is 
believed  that  we  and  many  others  throu^di  the  Province,  have  t(jo  hnii^ 
already  held  our  peace. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  iidiabilants  of  the  town  of  Worccstei',  In-ld 
there  on  the  20th  day  of  June,  A.  J).,  1 77  1,  j)ursuant  to  an  a[)plicati()n 
made  to  the  Selectmen  by  4.'>  voters  and  ficcholdcrs  of  the  same  town, 
dated  the  20th  day  of  i\Iay  last,  therein  among  other  things,  declaring 
their  just  apprehensions  of  the  fatal  cons('(inciiccs  that  may  follow  the 
many  riotous  and  seditious  actions  that  have  of  late  times  been  doni; 
and  })er[)etrated  in  divers  i)laces  witliiu  this  l*rovince  ;  the  votes  and 
proceedings  of  which  meeting  are  by  ns  (K'cnicd  irrcguhir  and  arbi- 
trary :  Wherefore  we,  some  of  us  mIio  were  petitioners  for  the  said 
meeting,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  town,  hereunto  sul>scribing, 
thinking  it  our  indispensable  duty,  in  the',e  times  of  discord  and  con- 
fusion in  too  many  of  the  towns  within  this  ]'ro\  ince,  to  l>ear  testi- 
mony in  the  most  open  and  nni-eserM'd  mannei'  against  all  rioloirs,  dis- 
orderly and  seditious  practices,  nnr-^t  therefore  now  declare,  that  it  is 
with  the  deepest  concern  for  |)ublic  peace  ami  order,  that  we  Ixdiold  so 
many,  whom  Ave  nsed  to  esteem  sober,  peaccanh'  men,  so  iar  decei\'ed, 
deluded  and  led  astray,  by  tlie  artful,  r-rafty  and  in^idious  practices  of 
some  evil-minded  and  ill-disposed  pc'rsons,  who,  under  the  disguise;  of 
patriotism,  and  falsely  styling  themsehcs  the  fiiends  of  libei'ty,  some 
of  them  neglecting  their  own  proper  business  and  occupation,  in 
which  they  ought  to  be  employed  for  the  su[)[)ort  of  their  families, 
spending  their  time  in  discoursing  of  matters  they  do  iu)t  understand, 
raising  and  propagating  falsehoods  and  cahunnies  of  those  men  tiiey 
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look  up  to  Avith  envy,  and  on  wliose  fall  and  ruin  tliey  wish  to  rise, 
intend  to  reduce  all  things  to  a  state  of  tunndt,  discord  and  confu- 
sion. 

And  in  })ursuance  of  those  evil  purposes  and  practices,  they  have 
imposed  on  the  nnderstandiuii;  of  some,  corrupted  tlu^  principles  of 
others,  and  distracted  the  minds  of  many,  who  under  the  influence  of 
this  delusion,  have  been  tempted  to  act  a  part  that  may  })rove,  and  that 
lias  already  proved,  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  Province,  and  as  it 
may  he,  fatal  to  themselves;  bringing  into  I'cal  danger,  ;ind  in  many 
instances  destroying,  that  liberty  and  ijro})erty  we  all  hold  sacred,  and 
which  they  vtiinly  and  impiously  boast  of  defending  at  the  expense  of 
their  blood  and  treasure. 

And,  as  it  appears  to  us,  that  many  of  this  town  seem  to  be  led 
aside  by  strange  opinions,  and  are  prevented  coming  to  such  prudent  votes 
and  resolutions  as  might  be  for  thi^  genei'al  good  and  advantage  of  this 
town  in  particular,  agreeably  to  the  re(|uest  of  the  petitioners  for  this 
meeting, — 

And  as  the  town  has  refused  to  dismiss  the  persons  st3ding  them- 
selves the  Committee  of  Correspondence;  for  ihe  town,  and  has  also 
refused  so  nuu'li  as  to  call  on  them  to  render  an  account  of  their  })ast 
dark  and  pernicious  proceedings, — 

We  therefore,  whose  names  are  hercMinto  subscribed,  do  each  of  ns 
declare  and  protest,  it  is  our  lirm  0[)inion,  that  the  Connuittees  of  Cor- 
respondence in  the  several  towns  in  this  Pro\'ince,  being  creatures  of 
modern  invention,  and  constituted  as  they  be,  are  a  legal  grievance, 
having  no  h'gal  foundation,  contrived  by  a  junto  to  serve  pai'ticular 
designs  and  jmrposes  of  their  own,  and  that  they,  as  they  have  been 
and  ai'e  now  managed  in  this  town,  are  a  nuisance.  And  w^e  fear,  it  is 
in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  baneful  inlliience  (d"  such  comn)ittees, 
that  the  teas  of  innnense  value,  latel}^  belonging  to  the  l^last  India 
Comj)any,  were,  not  long  since,  scandalously  (l(;stroyed  in  Boston,  and 
that  many  other  enormous  acts  of  violence  and  o[)pression  have  been 
perpetrated,  whereby  the  lives  of  many  honest  worthy  persons,  have 
been  endangered  and  their  property  destroyed. 

It  is  by  these  (;on^mittees  also,  that  pajjcrs  have  been  lately  published, 
and  are  now^  circulating  through  the  I*rovince,  inviting  and  wickedly 
temi)ting,  all  pei'sons  to  join  them,  fully  implying,  if  not  exi)ressly 
denouncing  the  destruction  of  all  that  refuse  to  subscribe  those  unlaw- 
ful cond)inations,  tending  directly  to  sedition,  civil  war,  and  rebellion. 

These  and  all  such  enoi'uiities,  we  detest  and  abhor,  and  the  authors 
of  them  we  esteem  enemies  of  our  King  and  country,  violators  of  all 
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law  and  civil  liberty,  the  malevolent  tlisturbei's  of  the  jx-aee  of  soci- 
ety, subvei'ters  of  the  established  coustitiitioii,  and  enemies  of  man- 


AVilliam  Klder, 

Nathan  Tatdi, 

Daniel  Mooi-e, 

Daniel  AVanl, 

Samuel  ?.lower,  Ji", 

flanii's  I  laii,  Ji-. 

John  Walker, 

Isaac  Moore, 

Cornelius  Slowell, 

Nathaniel  Adams, 

Joshua  Johnson, 

Israel  Stevens. 

William  Cam[)l)ell, 

flohn  Chandler, 

Jonathan  l'hillij)s,  . 

Samuel  .Moore, 

(jJardner  Clian<ller, 

Samutd  r.rooks, 

John  INIowc!!-, 

.hnnes  l^itnani. 

Isaac  AVilhp-d, 

Josei)h  lilair, 

Daniel  IJoyden, 

-lacob  SU'Ncns, 

INIicah  .Johnson, 

John  Cuilis, 

d<,..-i.h  Clark, 

l^hnund  I  leard. 

Thomas  liaird, 

Daac  Harnard, 

Thomas  liaird,  Jr. 

James  llart. 

\\'illiam  Paine, 

Samuel  Slower, 

l^li.sha  Smith, 

Tliadtlcus  Chamberlaiiij 

Samuel  Tiridi^c, 

Tyrus  Ivice, 

dohn  Chand)crlain, 

Jacob  Chand)erlin, 

Nahum  AVillai'd, 

AVilliani  Curtis, 

Andrew  Duncan, 

liufus  Chandler, 

Ahcl  Stoueil, 

James  Goodwin, 

Palmer  ( Joiildin;^, 

1  )aincl  (.ioultliuLX, 

Clark  Chandler, 

Adam  Walker, 

A\'iHiani  Chan<ller. 

Israel  Jennison, 

The  patriots  were  not  awafe  for  .some  time,  that  this 
protest  was  entered  on  the  records  ot  the  town,  and 
Avhen  this  fact  was  discovered,  a  storm  ol' indi^uinitioii  was 
aroused,  so  violent  thtit  many  of  the  I'oyalists  were 
alarmed  for  their  personal  safety.  A  petition  signed  hy 
Joshua  Bigelow  and  fourteen  others,  was  presented  to 
the  Selectmen,  characterizing  tlie  protest  as  a  false  and 
scandalous  attack  on  the  inliahitants,  the  committee  and 
their  doings,  charging  the  Town  Clerk  with  violating  his 
trust,  and  reqnesting  them  to  issue  their  wtirrant  ibr  a 
meeting  to  take  the  suhject  into  consideration.  A  nieet- 
ing  was  called  August  22d,  at  which  Nathtin  Perry  was 
chosen  moderator,  and  it  was  voted  that  Joshua  l^igelow^ 
Jonas  Iluhbard,  David  Bancroft,  Samuel  Curtis,  Jonathan 
Stone,  Benjamin  Flagg  and  Josiah  Pierce  ]3e  a  connnittee 
to  take  nnder  their  consideration  the  protest  of  \ViIliani 
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Elder,  John  Curtis  iincV  others,  ami  make  report  to  the 
town  of  tlmMr  dohigs  thereon,  at  the  adjournment  of 
the  meeting-.  At  the  adjourned  meeting  held  on  the 
24th,  the  committee  reported  the  lollowing  resolutions, 
^\  Inch  were  julopted  : 

"  Whereas,  the  publication  in  tlie  ]Massadiusetts  Gazette  of  Juiic 
oOth,  Ava.s  made  as  a  protest  of  tlie  signers  of  it  against  the  proceci]Iii-s 
of  tlie  town  of  AVoreester,  and  contains  in  it  a  nuinlier  of  iironiidlcvs 
i-elleetions  and  as|)ersions  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  for  it 
seems  to  be  inij)lic'd  in  the  diivetion  to  the  jti'Inter,  published  at  llic  front, 
of  (he  protest,  that  thi;  signers  uere  the  only  [xa-sons  in  tin-  town  w  lio 
were  fricmds  to  truth,  peace  and  order,  and  that  they  were  the  onl\'  p(  r- 
sons,  that  had  any  just  appi-chcnsions  of  the  ill  consecpu'iices  ai'ising  1)V 
mobs,  i-iots,  c*«cc.,  and  that  all  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  acted  iri'ogu- 
larly  and  ai-biti-arily,  notwithstanding  tlu;  matters  voted  in  said  meet- 
ing weie  fairly  considered;  and  that  they  were  so  dc-stitute  of  under- 
standing as  to  be  led  astray,  by  evil  minded  pei-suns,  who  were  endea- 
voring to  reduce  all  things  to  a  state  of  (bsorder  and  coid'nsion,  there- 
by making  themselves  the  sole  judges  of  what  is  rule  and  older,  and 
what  is  not;  and  proceed  to  stagmatize  the  inhabitants  as  holding  to 
such  bad  opinions,  as  to  prevent  tlie  town's  acting  prudentl \' and  for  the 
general  good.  Jt  is  also  implied  in  the  publication,  that  this  tow  11  al- 
lows a-  number  of  jx'r^ons  in  it,  to  assunie  tlui  chara(_'tt;r  of  a  Commit- 
tee of  (\)rres[)on(lence  foi-  the  town,  and  to  act  darkly  arid  peiaiiiaous- 
ly  Avdth  iiiijjunit}',  C(jnti'ary  to  rule  and  good  order,  and  in  violation  of 
the  truth,  after,  with  unparalleled  arrogance,  representing  themselves 
as  the  only  friends  to  it,  they  assert  that  the  town  has  refused  to  dis- 
miss tlu;  persons  styling  themselves  a  Committee  of  Corres[ion(lence  for 
the  town,  \vhen,  setting  asiik^  the  inconsistency  of  the  tow  ns  dismissing 
])ersons  who  had  arrogated  the  character  of  a  committee,  and  conscipu'iil- 
were  in  fact  not  chosen  by  the  town,  they  well  knew  that  the  tow  n 
had  not  been  re([uested,  either  to  dismiss  persons  styling  themselves  a 
committee,  or  those  gentlemen  so  denominated  by  the  town;  neitlnu- 
was  there  any  article  in  the  warrant  for  calling  said  meeting,  to  dis- 
miss any  persons  whatever  from  ollice,  nor  so  much  as  proposed  in  the 
jueeting.  There  is  also  a  malignity  cast  u})on  Committees  of  Corres- 
pondence in  general  thi'ough  the  continent,  and  in  parliculai- against 
the  committee  chosen  by  tliis  town,  without  any  reason  assigned  for 
the  same,  but  the  opinion  of  the  protesters,  too  slender  a  foundation 
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to  asperse  the  chiiracter  of  town  oHlcers  upon,  and  they  liave  endt-av- 
ored  to  iiisiiuuite  into  the  minds  of  tlie  })ublic,  that  the  nn'ii  of  whicli 
Connnittees  of  Correspondence  are  con^^iosed  tlirongii  tlie  l^•()viIice, 
are  a  ])arcel  of  nnprincipled  knaves,  who  ai'(^  eiideaNoriiiij;  to  destroy 
the  lives  and  property  of  tlie  ])eaceful  and  well  disposed,  and  also  al- 
h';4iti<^  that  it  is  1)y  these  eoininitt('L'S  tliat  pa[)ers  liavo  been  latclv  itnh- 
lislnvl,  and  that  they  have  wickcMlly  tempted  all  persons  to  siuii  tln-m, 
which  they  call  an  nidawfnl  cond)ination,  tending;  directly  to  civil  war 
and  i'('])clli(ni.  This  town  l^nows  of  no  snch  pa[)('r;  if  it  he  the  non- 
eoiisnnipt ion  ai^reement,  entered  and  entering'  into,  thrcjuiih  tiiis  and 
neighboring  Provinces,  that  is  pointed  at,  we  take  it  npon  us  to  say, 
that  we  nuicli  approve  of  the  same,  that  if  stiictly  adhei-ed  to  it  will 
save  onr  money,  i)romote  industry,  frugality,  and  our  own  manufac- 
turers, and  tend  dirt'ctly  to  ])revent  civil  war  and  rebellion. 

"After  offering  their  oi)inions  of  mobs,  riots,  tunudts  and  disordei", 
and  the  [)roeeedings  of  the  town,  so  cru(d]y  and  with  such  temeritV) 
as  shows  tluan  to  be  destitute  of  that  humanity  and  christian  charity 
which  we  in  all  duty  owe  one  to  tlie  other,  that  brand  all  a\  ho  do  not 
join  with  them,  with  the  cliaracters  of  ememies  of  tiie  Iving  and 
country,  \'iolators  of  all  law  and  civil  lilterty,  the  malevolent  disturb- 
ers of  society,  subverters  of  tlie  establishe(l  constitution,  and  enemies 
of  mankind.  And  as  it  ap{)ears  by  the  said  i)ublication,  that  the  same 
is  recorded  in  the  town  book,  notwithstanding  the  many  aspersions 
it  contained  against  tlui  people  of  this  town,  and  \vithout  the  liberty  or 
knowledge  of  the  town,  Therefore, 

"Voted,  tliat  the  town  clerk  do,  in  the  presence  of  the  town,  obliter- 
ate, erase,  or  otherwise  deface  the  said  rec()r(h;d  ])rotest,  and  the 
names  thereto  subscribed,  so  that  it  may  become  utterly  illegible  and 
unintelligible. 

"  Voted,  that  the  method  taken  by  the  leaders,  in  protesting,  and 
procuring  a  very  considerable  nund)er  to  sign  the  protest  who  are  not 
voters  in  the  town,  we  think  was  a  piece  of  low  cunning,  to  deceive 
the  i)ublic,  and  make  tlieir  party  appear  more  junnerous  and  formid- 
able than  it  was  in  reality. 

"  Voted,  that  the  signers  of  said  protest,  on  some  of  whom  the  town 
lias  conferred  many  favors,  and  conse(juently  might  expect  their  kind- 
est and  best  services,  be  deemed  unworthy  of  holding  any  town  ollice  or 
lionor,  until  they  have  made  satisfaction  for  their  olfence  to  the  accc}*- 
tance  of  the  town,  which  ought  to  be  made  as  [lublic  as  the  ])rotest 
was. 
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"  Voted,  tliat  as  it  is  liiglily  needful  tliat  tliose  of  the  si^iiiers  who 
liave  not  made  satisfaction  as  aforesaid,  slioiild  he  iciiown  iii  fiitiii-e,  it 
is  therefore  necessary  that  their  names  be  iii>erted  as  follows,  viz  : 

James  Putnam,  William  Paine, 

Isaac  JNIoore,  John  AValker, 

Joshua  Johnson. 

"  Voted,  tliUL  tlie  following  admonition  l)e  given  to  the  town  clerk, 

"  J/r.  Clarh  Chandler:  Whereas  this  town,  at  their  annual  meet- 
ing in  IMarch  last,  as  well  as  for  several  years  before,  honoi'cd  you  by 
clioosing  you  for  tlieir  clerk,  relying  on  your  lidclity,  that  you  would 
act  for  the  honor  of  the  town,  and  lind  themselves  mucli  disapj)ointed, 
by  your  conduct  in  recording  on  the  town  book  the  scandalous  protest 
of  AVillitim  Klder  and  others,  lilled  with  falsehood  and  rellections 
against  the  town,  we  have  just  reason  to  fear  you  were  actuated  in  tlio 
matter  by  unjustifiable  motives,  and,  at  this  time,  exhort  yon  to  be 
mor(;  circumspect  in  the  execution  of  tin;  duties  of  your  ollice,  and 
ne\er  give  this  town  the  like  trouble  of  calling  a  town  meeting  again 
on  such  an  occasion.  The  town  wish  to  see  your  behavior  such  as 
may  restore  }'ou  to  their  former  good  opinion  of  you. 

"  Whereas  the  Connnittee  of  Correspondence  for  this  town  willingly 
laid  all  their  jn-oceedings  before  the  town,  when  requested,  and  it  there- 
by appears,  notwithstanding  the  ungenerous  abu.-^c  heaped  on  them  by 
the  protesters,  that  they  have  acted  with  cai'e,  diligence  and  caution, 
therefore,  voted,  that  the  thanks  of  this  town  be  given  to  the  connnit- 
tee for  their  circums[)ection,  and  that  they  be  dii-ecte<l  to  go  on,  with 
their  former  vigilance,  in  corresponding  with  the  other  couunittees  of 
the  several  towns  in  this  Province." 

In  acconlance  with  the  vote,  the  clerk  was  required 
to  expunge  the  recorded  protest  from  the  town  hook, 
which  he  did  hy  scrolhng  with  a  pen,  hut  the  tem- 
per of  the  meeting  was  such  that  it  would  not  al- 
low a  word  to  remain  legihle,  and  he  was  required  to 
dip  his  fingers  in  the  ink  and  draw  them  over  the  first 
page  of  the  protest  several  times.  These  pages  are  an 
interesting  memento  of  the  times,  and  speak  in  tones 
not  to  he  mistaken,  of  the  stern  determination  which 


i 
i 


40  History  of  IVorccstcr  in  \  ^^"'j'.^l';""- 

possessed  the  patriotic  party  of  tlie  town.  They  are 
contained  in  Vol.  4  of  the  town  records^  in  cnstody  of 
the  City  Clerk. 

At  this  meeting,  it  was  voted  that  the  selectmen  he  a 
committee  to  receive  any  article  of  provisions  ^vhich  the 
inha1)itants  shonld  contribnte  for  tlie  relief  of  the  poor 
of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  also  voted  that  Daniel 
l^eard,  Dr.  Jolni  Green,  John  Smith,  David  Digelow^ 
and  Samnel  Miller,  be  a  committee  to  take  imder  their 
consideration  the  acts  of  the  Dritish  Parliament  respect- 
ing America,  and  report  to  the  town  of  their  doings  at 
the  adjournment  of  the  meeting;  and  also  voted,  that 
Jonathan  Stone,  David  Bancroft,  Josiah  Pierce,  Jonathan 
iiice,  and  David  Chadwick  be  a  committee  to  oiler  those 
])(n'sons  Avlio  had  not  signed  the  agreement  or  covenant 
for  the  non-consumption  of  British  goods,  an  opportun- 
ity to  do  the  same. 

On  tlie  evening  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  22d, 
tlie  protesters,  having  been  notified  l)y  the  Counnlttee  of 
Corres[)ondence  that  satisfaction  would  be  demanded  from 
them  Ij}'  the  town,  met  at  the  King's  Arms  Tavern,'-- 
and  signed  a  recantation  of  the  protest.  Tins  docu- 
ment afterwards  appeared  in  the  IMassachusetts  (Jazettii 
and  Boston  News  Letter  of  Sept.  IGtli,  and  the  J>oston 
Evening  Post  of  Sejot.  19th,  1774,  and  was  ])reraced 
by  tlie  note  belovv.  Whether  the  reasons  given 
in  the  preface  were  those  Avhich  ])rom})ted  their 
recantation,  or  whether  the  indignation  of  the  peo[)le 
caused  them  to  seek  refuge  from  the  storm  tliat  they 
had  aroused,  is  a  question  perhaps  as  yet  luisolved. 

"To  THH  Printf.hs:  The  following  ivcantntion,  sigiiL'd  l>y  forty- 
thrt'o  of  the.  Worcester  Protcvitcrs,  in  i):irt  serves  to  show  liow  the  now 
more  coiispicuoiisly  corrupt  measures  of  tlie  IJiitisli  IMinistr}'  in  tlio 

*()n  the  site  0('cui)icd  at  present  bv  the  Lincoln  House. 
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Canada  Pa])ist  Act,  etc.,  unites  all  parties.  Those  among-  us  that  have 
lieretofore  seemed  to  favor  the  side  of  Prerogative,  have,  since  tlieir 
conduct  became  so  barefaced,  joined  tliemselves  to  tlie  people  ;  all  indis- 
criminately ilying  to  iirms,  and  marching  to  the  defence  of  our  country 
Avhen  we  had  intelligence  that  our  brethren  were  again  butchered  by  a 
merciless  soldiery,  is  a  suflicient  proof  that  we  are  one  and  all  deter- 
mined not  to  survive  our  liberties,  however  we  might  before  differ  in 
some  unessenti  lis. 

Worcester,  Sept.  o,  1771. 
"  Whereas,  Ave  the  subscribers,  have  given  the  good  ])eople  of  this 
Province  in  general,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Worcester  in 
particular,  just  cause  to  Ije  offended  with  each  of  us  in  that  unguarded 
action  of  ours  in  signing  and  protesting  in  the  Massachusetts  Gazette 
of  June  oOth,  a  certain  piece  of  our  protest  against  the  vote  and  ])ro- 
ceedings  of  the  town  of  Worcester,  on  the  20th  of  dune,  1771, 
wherein  we  acknowledge  we  have  cast  cruel  aspersions  upon  the  town 
of  AVorcester  and  upon  the  Committee  of  Corres[iondence  for  said 
town,  and  upon  all  Conmiittees  of  Correspondence  tliroughout  the 
Province,  foi'  which  we  are  sorry,  and  take  this  0})portunity  publicly 
to  manifest  it,  and  declai'e  we  did  not  so  m  cU  consider  the  contents, 
and  that  we  h;ul  no  other  intention  than  to  bear  our  testimony  against 
mobs  and  riots,  notwithstanding  anything  in  said  protest  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  that  we  have  that  charity  to  our  fellow  townsmen,  as  to 
believe  that  they  will  heartil}'  join  with  us  in  this  jjarticular,  for  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge  we  declare  that  the  present  generation  in  this 
town  has  never  been  concerned  in  any  mobs  or  riots  in  this  or  any 
othiu-  place.  And  we  hereby  beg  their  forgiveness,  and  all  others  we 
may  have  offended  ;  also  that  we  may  be  restored  to  their  favor,  and 
be  made  partakers  of  that  inestimable  blessing,  the  good  will  of  our 
neighbors  and  the  whole  community. 


William  ]<:ider, 
Natiianiel  Adams, 
Sanmel  Moore, 
John  ]N Tower, 
fb)seph  Piair, 
JMicah  Jt)hnson, 
Kdnmnd  Heard, 
Thomas  Paird,  Jr. 
Samuel  ]Mower, 
Sanuiel  liridge, 

G 


Gardner  Chandler, 
Dajuel  Poyden, 
John  Curtis, 
Tiu)nuis  Paird, 
James  Hart, 
]^lisha  Smith, 
Tyrus  Pice, 
Nahum  Willard, 
Ivufus  Chandler, 
Adam  AValker, 


Isaac  Willai-d, 
Jacob  Stevens, 
Joseph  Clark, 
Lsaac  Parnard, 
John  Chamberlain, 
William  Curtis, 
Abel  Stowell, 
Daniel  Goidding, 
William  Chandler, 
John  Chandk-r, 
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Andrew  Duncan, 
Clark  Chandler, 
Israel  Jennison, 
Natlian  Patch, 
Sanuiel  Mower,  Jr. 


Daniel  Moore, 
James  Hart,  Jr. 
Cornelius  Stowell, 
Jonathan  Phillips, 


Jacob  Chamberlaiu, 
Palmer  Goulding, 
James  Goodwin, 
Sanuiel  Prooks, 


Of  the  52  Protesters,  43  signed  the  above  recantation 
at  the  King's  Arms  Tavern ;  5  are  mentioned  in  the 
town  vote  of  Ang.  24,  as  refusing  to  give  satisfaction, 
leaving  4  nnacconnted  for,  viz  :  Wihiam  Campbell,  D.aniel 
Ward,  Israel  Stevens  and  Thaddens  Chandjerlain.  Camp- 
bell afterwards  publicly  recanted.  Possibly  the  other 
three  gave  satisfaction  in  open  meeting,  or  possibly  they 
were  not  voters,  as  implied  in  the  resolutions. 


CHAPTER  III. 


The  Port  Hill— The  Mandamus  Councillors— Preparation  for  armed  resistance— Court  snfpcnded 
— Uecantatiou  of  Mr.  Cami)bell— Instruction  to  Kepreseutative  to  General  Court  and  Delegate  to 
Provincial  Congress — Action  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  concerning  supplies,  Aims,  Annnunition 
&c. — Drilling  of  the  Minute  Men — Call  "  to  arms  I"  "  to  arms  I"  April  It),  1775— March  to  Boston 
—  Press  of  Isaiah  Thomas  removed  to  \Vorcester — Letter  of  John  Hancock  to  Conuuittcw  of  Safety 
— Tories  severely  looked  after — \Vorcester  meu  at  Bunker  Hill — Instruction  to  Delegate  to  Provin- 
cial Congress — Dr.  ^\'idard's  reeuuUitiou. 

The  rapid  succession  of  oppressive  measures  enacted 
by  the  British  ParHament  and  Ministry,  served  moie 
and  more  to  inflame  the  pubUc  mind ;  among  these,  the 
Port  Bill,  that  prohibiting  the  holding  of  town  meet- 
ings, and  the  placing  the  government  of  the  Province 
in  the  hands  of  the  dependents  of  the  King  and  inde- 
pendent of  the  people,  were  especially  adapted  to  in- 
crease the  irritntion. 

Among  the  Councillors  appointed  by  mandamus  from 
the  King,  was  the  lion.  Timothy  Paine  of  Worcester,  a 
man  of  marked  intellect,  high  culture,  good  judgment, 
sterling  integrit}'  and  upright  life,  possessing  the  high- 
est esteem  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  wdio  had  viewed 
with  alarm  the  proceedings  of  the  town  and  people, 
wdiich  he  considered  rebellious  and  treasonable.  Not- 
withstanding the  high  position  he  had  held  in  the  com- 
munity, it  was  determined  that  he  should  not  sit  as 
Councillor.  Accordingly  on  the  22d  of  August,  the 
people  of  the  neighboring  towns  were  sumnioned  by 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  to  meet  with  the 
people  of  Worcester  for  the  purpose  of  demanding  of 
him  a  resignation  of  his  office.      On  that  day  the  peo- 
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pie  to  the  number  of  about  fifteen  liundi-ed  assembled 
Oil  the  common  and  made  choice  of  live  of  their  num- 
ber'as  a  committee,  viz:  Messrs.  Joseph  Gilbert,  John 
Goulding,  Edward  Rawson,  Thomas  Dennc}^,  and  Joshua 
13igelow,  to  wait  on  the  Hon.  Tiuiothy  Paine  lately  ap- 
pointed Councdlor  by  mandamus  from  his  jMajesty,  to 
demand  of  him  satisfaction  to  the  people  for  having 
qualified  himself  for  said  office  j  and  having  waited  upon 
him  accordingly,  he  asked  them  what  satisfaction  they 
wanted.  They  answered  a  total  resignation  of  his 
olfice,  and  desired  him  to  write  it,  npon  which  he  with- 
drew, and  in  a  few  minutes,  returned  with  what  he  had 
written,  which  was  a  total  resignation  of  his  oliice,  and 
a  pVomise  never  to  sit  again  as  Councillor  unless  agreeably 
to  the  charter.  He  then  asked  if  that  was  satisfactory. 
They  replied  that  he  must  wait  on  the  people,  whicli  he 
thought  uiux\asonable  after  he  had  com])lied  with  their 
demands  ;  but  they  said  it  was  in  vain,  unless  he  made 
his  personal  appearance  the  people  would  not  be  satis- 
fied, and  after  their  promising  to  protect  hiui  fi*oin  in- 
sult, he  waited  on  them  to  the  body  of  the  people,  when 
Mr.  Denney  read  the  resignation,  with  which  numbers 
were  dissatisfied,  re(]uiring  that  Mr.  Paine  should  read  it 
himself,  and  that  with  his  hat  off;  he  then  told  tlie  com- 
mittee' that  he  had  complied  with  all  they  desired  on 
their  promising  protection,  and  that  he  called  upon  them 
for  it;  but  they  gave  him  to  understand  that  the  peo}de 
would  not  be  satisfied  till  lie  complied  with  their  de- 
mand, which  he  did,  and  was  then  conducted  near  to  his 
own  house  by  the  committee  and  dismissed.    'J^he  peo- 

*  This  account  diHcrs  essentially  from  that,  i^ivcn  ])\  Lincoln  in  liisTli>tory  of 
Worcester.  Tlie  above  is  Croni  Gaines'  New  York  (JaziMteer  anil  Weekly  Mei'- 
cnry  of  fSept.  H,  1774,  and  also  ravin,i,^ston's  New  York  ( Jiizel (cer  of  Sept.  8, 
J774.  It  was  probalily  written  l)y  some  tory,  itos>il)ly  by  .Mr.  I'aine  liimseH", 
and  is  undoubtedly  correct. 
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pie  then  drew  oil',  those  of  each  town  forming  a  com- 
pany, and  marching  to  Rntland,  the  town  in  Avhich  tlie 
Hon.  John  Mnrray,  another  Conncillor  resided,"  where 
after  being  re-inforced  by  nearly  a  thousand  men  from 
the  Western  part  of  the  county,  they  by  a  connnittee 
called  at  the  house  of  that  (gentleman,  ])ut  not  findinii: 
him  at  home  left  a  letter  demanding  his  resignation, 
with  a  threat  that  unless  this  demand  was  com[)lied  with 
by  the  lOtli  of  September  they  would  call  on  him 
again. 

The  decided  measures  adopted  by  the  patriots  alarmed 
some  of  the  tories,  who  retired  with  arnis,  aunniniition 
and  provisions  to  Stone  House  hill  in  Holden,  where 
they  remained  two  or  three  weeks,  after  wliicdi  they  re- 
turned to  their  homes.  '        •  ■  . 

The  aggressive  acts  of  the  British  authorities  in  Bos- 
ton, admonished  the  people  that  they  must  innuediately 
prepare  themselves  for  armed  resistance.  A  company 
of  nrinute  men  were  enrolled  under  the  connnand  of 
Cai)t.  Timothy  Bigelow,  and  were  daily  instructed  in  the 
manual  of  arms,  and  muskets  were  procured  lor  their 
use.  The  town  ordered  four  cannon  to  be  procured  and 
mounted.  An  artillery  train  was  organized,  of  which 
Edward  Crafts  was  Captain. 

Below  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  dated  Worcester,  Sept. 
27,1774. 

''Yesterday  we  liad  a  meeting  of  all  the  male  inliahltaiits  from  the 
age  of  IG  to  70,  who  formed  themselves  into  com}):iiiies  ami  |)roceeded 
to  choice  of  olliccrs — (those  who  had  held  commissions  under  Gov. 
Hutchinson  exce])t  a  few  who  resigned  them) — one  third  part  of  the  in- 
habitants were  a})i)ointed  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  to  wliatever  place 
their  assistance  may  be  Avanting.  On  Friday  next,  there  will  he  a 
meeting  of  the  County  Committee,  in  order  to  n'monstrate  ^^•ith  Gen. 
Gage  respecting  his  fortifications  at  the  only  entrance  l)y  land  into  our 
much  est(;em('d  cai)ital." 
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The  people  being  deterniiiuMl  that  the  otiicers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown  should  not  hold  tlie  court  sessions, 
they  assembled  by  invitation  of  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  to  the  nnmber  of  several  thousand,  took 
possession  of  the  Conrt  House,  and  compelled  the  justi- 
ces to  promise  in  writing  never  to  attempt  to  exei'Cise 
their  authority  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  people.  The 
Court  held  no  sessions  for  nearly  two  years,  when  it  was 
opened  under  the  new  government. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  Sept.  26,  Joshua  Bigelow, 
David  Bancroft,  Jonathan  Stone  and  Steplien  Salisbury 
were  added  to  the  standing  Conntilttee  of  Correspon- 
dence. 

A  Coimty  Convention  of  Committees  of  Correspon- 
dence was  held  in  Worcester,  Sept.  27,  and  assumed  leg- 
islative autliorit}^,  which  authority  was  recognized. 

The  strength  of  the  royalist  party  was  by  this  time 
seriously  impaired,  a  few  remttined  defiant  and  unsubdued^ 
and  concluding  that  ''neither  hell,  Hull  nor  Halifax" 
could  afford  worse  shelter  than  Worcester  gave  them, 
lied  to  Boston,  and  placed  themselves  under  the  protec- 
tion of  Gen.  Gage,  and  after  the  evacuation  of  that 
town,  retired  to  Halifax.  Others  sought  safety  in  sub- 
mission and  asked  forgiveness  in  humiliating  terms.  In 
the  records  of  the  town  meeting,  held  Oct.  17th,  occurs 
the  following:  "Voted,  tliat  the  recantation  of  AVihiam 
Campbell  be  recorded  in  the  town  book  and  that  he  be 
restored  to  favor." 

IlECANTATION. 

"  To  tlfe  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  "Worcester,  Gentlemen  :  lYliei-eas, 
I,  the  subscriber,  with  a  number  of  others,  signed  a  protest  ag:iinst  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  town,  and  the  same  was  publLshed  in  the  lioston 
Gazette  of  June  last,  wherein  the  iiiliabitants  were  unjustly  I'elleeted 
upon  in  general,  and  also  the  whoh;  body  of  Committecis  of  Corr(;s})on- 
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deuce  throughout  this  whole  Proviuce,  for  whicli  I  am  heartily  sorry  and 
ask  the  foririvencss  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  justly  of- 
fended public ;  and  also  for  any  other  offence  that  I  may  have  given  by  any 
means,  whether  in  word  or  action.  I  heartily  request  your  acceptance  of 
this  sincere  acknowledgment;  and  that  if  either  of  the  inhabitants  hath 
any  other  charge  against  me  in  regard  to  my  conduct,  that  he  would 
make  it  known,  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  christian 
satisfaction,  which  I  shall  ever  stand  ready  to  afford.  Witness  my 
hand, 

William  Campbell." 

At  «i  town  meeting  held  October  4,  1774,  JosliUca  Big- 
elow  wjis  chosen  Ivcpresentative  to  the  General  Conrt, 
and  Timothy  Bigelow,  Delegate  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress. A  committee  was  chosen  to  draw  up  instructions 
for  their  government.  The  committee  consisted  of  Da- 
vid Bancroft,  Jonathan  Stone,  Nathan  Baldwin,  Samuel 
Curtis,  and  Stephen  Salisbury;  and  they  reported  the 
following  : 

"  To  Mr.  Joshua  BiaKLONy, 

Sir :  The  Free  I'Jectors  of  the  town  of  Worcester,  being  greatly 
alarmed  by  the  unconstitutional  authority  assumed  by  the  liritish  Par- 
liament in  several  of  their  late  acts,  some  of  which  already  have,  and 
others  which  are  intended  to  oj)erate  in  this  province  to  the  entire 
subvcirsion  of  all  we  hold  valuable  in  our  Charter,  and  which  we  have 
indubitable  right  to  enjoy  by  the  laws  of  Nature  and  by  the  principles 
of  the  Christian  religion,  as  well  as  the  compact  contained  in  said 
Charter,  therefore  that  the  cruel  acts  that  have  been  already  been  put 
into  execution  to  the  great  detriment  and  distress  of  this  Province,  and 
dangerous  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  Continent  of  America,  may 
cease  to  operate  any  longer  to  the  entire  stopjtage  of  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,  to  the  dishonor  of  his  Majesty  and  the  Parliament,  and 
that  those  other  acts  which  have  not  yet  operated  may  be  prevented 
from  ever  being  carried  into  execution,  and  we  thereby  reduced  to  pay 
obedience  to  the  acts  of  any  future  venal,  corrupt  administration 
which  may  de[>rive  us  of  life  iind  propi-rty  Avith  impuhit}^,  for  the 
prevention  whereof,  and  the  security  of  all  and  every  of  our  natural 
and  charter  rights,  we  have  chosen  you  to  represent  us  in  the  Grfeat 
and  General  Court  of  this  Province  ;  rei)osing  special  trust  in  your 
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wisdom  and  fortitudo,  give  you  tiic  followiiii;-  iiistriictioii.s  ms  tlie  rule 
of  your  coinluct  re.si)ectin<^  tlic  pai'ticulars  hercaftci'  uu-utioiicd,  and 
dii-ect  you  not  to  recede  from  the  most  rigid  virtue  in  reeovcM'ing  and 
defending  all  other  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  not  ex[)ressly  mentioned, 
that  may  come  under  your  consideration. 

First.  Agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence for  this  county  in  convention,  Ave  instruct  you  absolutely 
to  refuse  to  be  sworn  by  any  officer  or  olficei  s  but  such  as  are  or  may 
be  appointed  according  to  the  Constitution,  or  to  act  as  one  branch  of 
the  legislature  in  concert  with  any  other,  except  such  as  are  or  may  bo 
appointed  or  sup))orted  according  to  the  charter  of  this  I'roA  inct',  and 
that  you  refuse  to  give  your  attendance  at  l)oston  while  the  t()\\  n  is  in- 
vested with  troops  or  shi])S  of  war;  and  should  there  be  anything  to  pi'e- 
vent  }our  acting  with  such  a  Governor  and  Council  as  is  e.\[)res.-5ly  set 
forth  in  the  charter,  that  you  innnediately  repair  to  the  town  of  Con- 
cord and  there  join  in  a  Provincial  Congress  with  such  other  numbers 
as  arc  or  may  be  chosen  for  that  i)urpose,  to  extricate  this  Colony  out 
of  its  ])resent  uidiap[)y  circumstances. 

Thus  far,  sir,  has  the  body  of  this  country  resolved  as  the  proper 
instructions  for  the  Ivepreseutatives  that  might  be  chosen  in  tlu  ir  sev- 
eral towns  to  nu'et  at  Salem;  the  former  part  of  wliicli,  Vv  e  sliould 
have  ado])ted  rcrbatiDi  with  the  addition  of  se\'ei'al  other  articles  as 
proper  rules  for  }ou  to  have  observed  as  a  nuanber  of  the  Great 
and  General  Court,  provided  you  have  not  l)eeu  excused  and  dischai'g- 
ed  therefrom  by  the  Governor's  proclamation,  the  latter  we  do  ado})t 
as  proper  to  direct  you  to  attend  at  Concord  afoiesaid,  \\ith  ^\v.  Tim- 
othy liigelow,  whom  we  have  chosen  to  represent  us  in  the  Ti-oviiu-ial 
Con""ress  to  be  holden  there,  and  strictly  adlu-re  to  the  instructions 
given  him,  for  the  rule  of  your  conduct  in  said  Congress  resjiecting 
the  i)articulars  therein  contained. 

By  order  of  the  Counnittee, 

David  ]>A^'CROI•T,  Chairman." 

"  To  Mr.  Timothy  Bigeloav, 

Sir:  As  you  are  delegated  to  represent  the  inhalsitants  of  the  town 
of  AVorcester  in  a  Provincial  Congress  to  be  convened  at  Concord,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  instant,  the  following  is  oifered  and 
enjoined  u])on  you  as  the  instructions  of  us,  your  constituents,  wliich 
you  ai'e  to  observe  and  follow  as  a  meml)er  of  said  Congress,  -\iz  : 

As  the  first  Charter  given  to  this  Colony  was  violated  and  as  we  think 
wrongfully  wrested  from  us  by  Great  Britain,  and  that  our  second  and 
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l:ite  Charter  is  luiHified  and  destroyed  l>y  late  aets  of  tlie  liritisli  Par- 
liament, by  their  assuming  iLe  authority  of  making  laws  binding  upon 
us  in  all  eases  whatever,  aiid  to  enforee  our  eom[)lIanec  ha\  e  sent  ships 
of  war  and  bloeked  the  port  and  harbor  of  our  metrop()lis,  and 
troo[)s  are  posted  in  hostile  array  to  dragoon  the  people,  and  tlie  Gov- 
ernor made  independent  of  the  peojde  for  his  snppijrt,  and  mantlin*'- 
our  Capital  in  sueh  a  manner  as  may  reduce  the  worthy  inhabitants 
to  a  military  government:  therefore  that  you  endeavor  in  tlie  most 
l>eaceable  way  and  obtain  a  ]-edress  of  the  following  grievances: 

First.  That  the  ])ort  and  harbor  of  Boston  be  ojiened,  and  the 
freedom  of  ti'ade  restored,  and  the  .King's  troo})S  be  remo\ed  out  of 
this  Province,  and  the  command  of  the  fortilicaiions,  so  called,  ;it  the 
tfouth  end  of  Boston  be  resigned  to  the  inhabitants,  and  the  conmiander 
of  the  King's  troops  be  prohibited  from  erecting  any  fortress  or  making 
any  intrenchment  Avilhin  the  town  of  Jjoston  or  near  any  of  the  ave- 
nues leading  to  it. 

Second.  Tliat  the  Pj'ovincial  store  of  amnnniition  lately  removed 
by  the  King's  troops  from  the  arsenal  at  Cliarlcslown  be  returned  to 
the  })lace  from  wdience  it  was  taken,  or  into  the  caie  of  such  person 
or  persons  as  you  shall  api)()int  to  recei\  e  and  keej)  the  same  for  the 
use  of  this  Pi'ovincc,  and  that  all  the  amnnniition  in  the  magazine  in 
Boston  be  delivered  to  the  proper  owners,  if  by  them  requested. 

Third.  That  every  one  of  those  incorrigible  encanies  to  this 
country  wdio  have  lately  been  a]>pointed  by  mandanurs  from  his  jMaj- 
esty  as  Councillors,  and  have  acce[)ted  a  seat  at  the  Council  iioard  of 
this  Pro^•ince,  and  shall  not  resign  iheir  said  olliee  befoi  e  the  second 
Tuesday  of  this  instant,  be  impeached  as  traitors  to  the  Constitution 
of  this  Province,  and  that  they  be  taken  into  custody  and  secured  for 
ti-ial. 

Fourth.  That  you  endeavor  that  the  Provincial  Congress  depute 
an  agent  or  agents  from  that  body,  to  go  to  Canada  and  there  treat 
with  its  inhabitants  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  })eople  of  this 
Province,  and  establish  such  rules  of  conduct  to  be  observed  by  them, 
as  is  or  may  ])e  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both,  and  give  assurance  to 
them  on  our  part,  of  that  friendship  wdiich  some  of  their  inhabitants 
have  nobly  displayed  in  a  late  generous  donation  to  the  oj)pressed,  suf- 
fering poor  of  lioston,  for  which,  we  Avould  in  this  public  manner  re- 
turn our  grateful  tlianks  ;  and  while  w^e  wonhl  willingly  refund  in  the 
same  s})ecies,  if  a  change  of  circumstances  ix'fpiired  it,  which,  God 
grant,  may  never  be  the  case  with  any  of  our  generous  benefactors. 
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Fifth.  That  if  all  tlie  infractions  of  onr  rights,  by  acts  of  tlie  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  be  not  redressed,  and  ^ve  restored  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  our  privilei^es,  contained  in  the  Charter  of  this  Province, 
granted  by  their  late  iNIajesties,  Kini^  William  and  Queen  ]MaiT,  to  a 
j)unct{Uo,  before  the  day  of  your  nieetin*^,  then,  and  in  that  case,  you 
are  to  consider  the  people  of  this  l*ro\'ince  as  absolved,  on  their  part, 
from  the  obligation  therein  contained,  and  to  all  intents  and  j)urposes 
reduced  to  a  state  of  nature;  and  you  arc  to  exert  3^ourself  in  devis- 
ing ways  and  means  to  raise  from  the  dissolution  of  the  ohl  Constitu- 
tion, as  from  the  aslies  of  the  Ph(i3nix,  a  new  form,  wherein  all  olliccrs 
sliall  be  dependent  on  tlie  suffi-ages  of  the  pco})le  for  their  existence 
as  such,  whatever  unfavoi-ablo  constructions  our  enemies  may  put 
upon  such  procedure.  The  exigency  of  our  public  aifairs  leaves 
no  other  alternative  from  a  state  of  anarchy. 

SixtJi.  You  are  to  give  diligent  attention  to  the  advice  ^vhich  you 
may  receive  fi'om  the  ContiiuMital  Congress  now  sittting  at  Phihuh'l- 
})hia,  and  we  shall  esteem  it  the  greatest  hapi)iness  to  have  the  ap})ro- 
bation  of  our  sister  colonies  in  all  matters  respecting  our  mode  of  gov- 
ernment, and  therefore  if  your  advices  from  said  Congress  should  not 
perfectly  coincide  with  these,  our  instructions  respecting  the  mode 
of  government  for  this  Province,  you  ai'c  to  desist  from  acting  any 
further  on  that  matter  until  you  have  our  further  instructions,  aiiy- 
thiuiT  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  uotwithslanding. 

Seventh.  That  whereas,  the  commissioned  ofliccrs  in  the  militia 
of  this  Province  have  generally  resigned  their  commissions  and  the  peo- 
ple have  formed  themselves  into  military  companies  ;ind  chosen  ollicers 
of  their  respective  companies,  field  ollicers,  &c.,  uot withstanding  all 
which,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  there  be  a  Captain  General  to  pre- 
side over  the  whole,  we  therefore  instruct  you  that  you  endea^•or  that 
there  be  such  a  Captain  General  advised  to  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress as  soon  as  may  be. 

Eighth.  The  foregoing  you  are  to  adhere  to  and  religiourly  ob- 
serve in  all  respects,  according  to  the  nature  of  your  olfice,  and  as  the 
way  and  means  for  the  recovery  and  defence  of  our  rights,  liberties 
and  privileges. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

David  Bancroft,  Chairman. 


On  the  25tli  of  October,  a  committee  consisting  of 
Nathan  Baldwin,  John  Kelso  and  Ebenezer  Lovell,  was 
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np])ointe(l  to  see  tliat  tlie  merchants  and  traders  of  the 
town  offered  no  goods  for  sale  in  viohitiom  of  the  "  Sol- 
emn League  and  Covenant." 

Tlie  Massacluisetts  Committee  of  Safety  recommended 
to  the  Committee  of  Supphes,  the  procuring  of  pork, 
flour,  rice  and  peas,  and  depositing  the  same  partly  at 
Worcester,  and  partly  at  Concord.  They  further  ad- 
vised the  procuring  of  all  arms  and  ammunition  that 
could  be  got  from  the  neighboring  Provinces,  and  also 
spades,  pickaxes,  bill-hooks,  iron  pots,  mess-boards,  can- 
non balls,  etc. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Nov.  2(1,  1774,='''-  it  was  "voted 
to  procure  supplies  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  that  200  bar- 
rels of  pork,  400  barrels  of  flour,  150  bushels  of  peas, 
be  deposited  at  Worcester;  also  at  Concord,  155  barrels 
of  pork,  300  barrels  of  flour,  50  tierces  of  rice  and  150 
bushels  of  peas." 

Jan.  25,  1775,  "  voted,  that  all  the  canuon,  mortars, 
cannon  balls  and  shells,  be  deposited  at  the  towns  of 
Worcester  and  Concord  in  the  same  proportion  that  the 
provisions  are  deposited." 

Feb.  22d,  "  voted,  that  Mr.  Abram  Watson  on  the  ar- 
rival of  more  troops,  take  possession  of  the  Province 
arms,  now  in  the  college,  and  send  them  to  Worcester  ; 
and  also  voted  that  the  Province  arms  now  in  Boston 
and  Eoxbury  be  removed  by  Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  to  Wor- 
cester." 

March  7,  "  voted,  that  watches  be  kept  constantly,  at 
places  where  the  Provincial  magazines  are  kept  and 
that  the  clerk  write  on  the  subject  to  Col.  Barrett  of 
Concord,  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  of  StQwe,  and  Captain 
Timothy  Bigelow  of  Worcester,  leaving  it  to  them  how 
many  the  watches  shall  consist  of." 

*Froin  Journals  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  of  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts,  1774  —1775. 
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April  17,  'Woted,  that  all  aiuminiition  shall  he  de- 
posited in  nine  toAvns  in  this  Province,  viz :  Worcester, 
Lancaster,  Concord,  Groton,  Stoughton,  Stowe,  Mendon, 
Leicester  and  Sudhury." 

April  18,  voted,  that  the  town  of  Worcester,  Con- 
cord, Stowe  and  Lancaster  he  furnished  with  two  iron 
three-pound  cannon,  each.  That  500  iron  pots  he  de- 
posited at  Sudhury,  500  at  Concord,  and  1000  at  Wor- 
cester. That  2000  ^vooden  howls  he  deposited  as  are 
the  pots,  and  the  spoons  in  the  same  manner,  also  can- 
teens, two  medical  cliests  in  Worcester  in  diilerent  parts 
of  the  town  :  ICOO  yai'ds  of  Russia  Linen  :  1100  tents 
to  he  deposited  in  ecjual  parts  in  Woi'cester,  Lancaster, 
Groton,  Stowe,  IMendon,  Leicester  and  Sudhury." 

April  oO,  voted,  that  an  order  he  given  to  Maj.  Tim- 
othy Bigelow  to  have  the  Province  arms,  either  at  Wor- 
cester or  Concord  innnediately  hrought  to  this  town."-'' 

At  a  town  meeting  held  January  3d,  1775,  Timothy 
Bigelow  ^vas  chosen  Deleg;ite  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, and  a  committee  comsistinLi:  of  Nathan  Baldwin, 
David  Bancroft  and  Jonathan  Stone  Avas  appointed  to 
draw  np  instructions  for  him  and  lay  the  same  hefore 
the  town  at  the  adjounnnent  of  tlie  meeting. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting,  the  Committee  suhmitted 
the  following,  which  Avere  adopted  : 

To  ^lu.  Timothy  Bicelow, 

Sir:  At  this  day  of  diirieulty  and  trial  in  "xcncral,  and  in  this  Prov- 
ince in  particnlar,  by  means  of  several  acts  of  tliti  liritisli  Tarlia- 
ment  wliereby  we  are  deprived  of  tlie  advantages  of  Civil  Government 
agreeable  to  tlic  I'iglits,  liberties  and  privileges  of  Englislnnt-n,  tlie 
Governor  of  this  Province,  invested  with  a  power  of  making  aiid  nn- 
makinf  many  of  our  olliccrs  in  such  manner  as  renders  our  executive 
courts  dangerous  to  the  lives,  lii)erties  and  ])r(>perties  of  all  such  as 

-*The  Connuiltcc  of  Safety  were  then  holding-  tlieir  sessions  at  Cainl)ri(lgc. 
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eliall  ojjpose  the  ostablislimciit  of  a  despotic  goveriunent  in  this  Prov- 
ince, ami  his  l)eiiii^  made  iiidepeiident  of  the  people  of  this  Pi'o\'ince 
for  liis  salary,  -we  apprehend  lias  such  an  iidluencc  upon  his  conduct, 
that  we  have  just  ground  to  fear  he  will  pay  more  regard  to  the  in- 
structions he  may  receive  from  the  British  Aliuistry  than  to  the  wel- 
fare of  this  Pro\-ince  or  the  English  Constitution  of  (.Tovernment. 

He  has  already,  (we  think  Avantonly,)  dissolved  our  General  As- 
eemhly  of  this  l*rovince,  and  issued  writs  for  calling  another,  and  in 
an  unprecedented  manner  dissolved  said  "writ  before  the  day  on  Ashicli 
the  said  Conrt  was  to  meet,  and  no  other  like  to  he  called  that  ^ve 
know  (jf,  by  tliese  means  we  being  de})rived  of  llie  advantages  of  sncli 
a  General  Court  or  Assenddy  as  the  Charter  of  this  J/rovince  entitles 
us  to,  we  are  consti'ained  instead  thereof,  to  hold  a  Provincial  Congress 
agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  our  late  Congress  held  at  Cam- 
bridge. Therefore  we  have  made  choice  of  you  to  re])resent  us  in  said 
Congress  at  this  critical  and  iin})ortant  crisis  of  our  })uhlic  affairs, 
when  the  fate  of  millions  depends  upon  our  wise,  cool  and  prndeiit 
conduct ;  you,  wo  make  no  doubt,  wdll  be  duly  sensible  of  the  great 
and  important  trust  reposed  in  you  by  us,  your  constituents,  tlie  uncer- 
tainty of  events  may  cause  many  matters  to  come  under  your  consid- 
eration wliich  will  rerpiire  yonr  utmost  fortitude,  which  we  cannot  give 
definite  instrnctions  upon  at  this  time,  but  the  following  Ave  give  vou 
as  the  rule  of  yonr  coiuluct  respecting  the  matters  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, viz  : 

First.    That  you  endeavor  that  if  the  Provincial  Congress  should 
meet  at  Candjridge,  agi-eeable  to  the  recommendation  of  our  late  Con- 
gress, tliat  they  iniincdiately  adjourn  from  Cambridge  to  some  other, 
town  in  the  country  at  a  greater  distance  from  Poston.  \ 

Second.  That  you  are  very  careful  in  disposing  of  the  })ublic  mon- 
ies, especially  that  you  do  not  give  your  consent  to  extra\'agant  grants 
if  any  such  should  be  proposed  to  be  made  to  an}-  person  or  persons 
for  their  services. 

Third.  That  you  endeavor  that  the  members  chosen  by  our  late 
Provincial  Cono-ress  to  sit  in  a  Continental  Conirress  to  be  holden  at 
Philadelphia  in  ]\Iay  next,  may  be  instructed  as  early  in  their  ses- 
sion as  possible  to  obtain  the  advice  of  the  members  thereof,  what 
measures  are  the  most  proper  for  this  Province  to  adopt  resp(>ctii  g 
civil  government  whiidi  we  at  this  time  are  deprived  of.  And  ^\'e  de- 
termine to  rest  quietly  in  this  situation,  however  j)erplexing,  agree- 
able to  the  recommendations  of  our  late  Continental  Congress  until 
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tlie  opei-ations  of  their  petition  to  his  ]\Iajesty  be  known,  exceptin-,' 
tlie  commencement  of  hostilities  against  us  should  retjuire  tlie  adopt- 
ing a  form  of  civil  government  for  the  defence  of  our  lives  and  prop- 
erties ;  and  under  such  exigency  you  are  to  conduct  yourself  accord- 
ugly,  and  endeavor  the  best  form  possible  be  ado[>tcd  for  the  support 
of  good  order  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  vtdiicli  we  think  must  and 
shall  make  every  servant  of  the  public  dependent  upon  the  snlf  rages 
of  the  {)eople  for  their  authority. 

Nathan  P»ai.dwix. 
JoxATiiAN  Stone. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  in  January,  1775,  it  was  vot- 
ed, to  reconniiend  to  the  coni])any  of  minute  men,  that 
they  disei[)line  themselves  in  tlie  mihtary  art,  until  the 
month  of  Marcli  next,  and  tlien  the  town  to  give  tliem 
proper  encouragement  after  that  time." 

In  accordance  with  tlie  aljove,  at  the  March  meeting 
it  was  '-voted,  that  each  of  the  minute  men  belonging 
to  the  town,  attending  drill  one-half  day  of  each  week, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  town  one  shilling  per  man  iV)r  each 
one-half  days'  service,  for  so  many  half  days  as  tho3y 
shtill  train  more  than  other  com[)anies  shall  do  that 
belong  to  this  town,  and  all  Avho  have  enlisted  as  min- 
ute men  wdio  do  not  pimctually  attend  when  notified  by 
their  commanding  ofhcer,  shall  pay  one  shilling  out  of 
their  wages  for  each  and  every  one-half  day  of  their 
neglect."  ,     .     -     ■ . 

These  men  Avere  soon  called  into  active  service.  On 
the  IDth  of  April,  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Lexington, 
a  little  before  noon,  a  mounted  messenger  dashed 
tliromi:h  the  town,  with  the  tdarm  to  arms  !  to  arms  !  the 
w^ar  is  begun  !  "  His  horse  covered  wdtli  foam,  and  bleed- 
ing from  the  effects  of  his  riders  spurs,-  fell  exhausted 
near  the  church  ;  another  was  procinxnl,  and  the  mes- 
senger hurried  on  wdth  his  sununons  to  the  field.  The 
bell  was  rung,  cannon  were  fired,  and  the  minute  men, 
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true  to  their  agreement,  Avere  ready  at  a  minute's  no- 
tice, and  rallied  on  the  common,  where  they  were  parad- 
ed by  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow.  After  prayer  by  llev. 
Thaddeus  Maccarty,  at  aljout  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon they  took  up  their  line  of  march  through  Shrews- 
Iniry,  Northboro,  Marlboro,  Sudbury,  Weston,  Waltliam, 
to  Watertown,  where  they  arrived  the  next  morning,  and 
alter  a  short  halt,  proceeded  to  Cambridge.  Capt.  Big- 
elow was  soon  followed  by  Capt.  Benjamin  Flagg,  with 
a  couipany  of  thirty-one  men,  and  overtook  the  former 
at  Sudlniiy.  On  that  10th  of  April,  ICS  men  left  Wor- 
cester to  repel  British  invasion. 

The  organization  of  the  arn^y  wliich  had  gathered 
at  Cambridge,  was  immediately  begun.  Ca[)tain  ]>ig- 
elow  was  appointed  Major  in  the  regiment  of  which 
Jonathan  Ward  was  colonel.  A  greater  ])art  of  the 
Worcester  men  enlisted  on  the  24tli  of  April,  in  a  com- 
pany of  which  Jonas  Hubbard,  Avho  was  1st  Lieutenant 
of  l^igelow's  company  of  minute  men,  was  ca|)taiir. 
Many  joined  other  companies  in  Ward's  and  Doolittle's 
regiments,  and  others  still,  enlisted  in  the  artilleiy  un- 
der Col.  Thomas  Crafts. 

On  the  day  following  the  battle  of  Lexiugton,  there 
arrived  in  Worcester,  a  man  Avho  Avas  destined  to  act  a 
leading  part  in  promoting  the  cause  of  the  people,  in 
Worcester.  The  bold  and  resolute  course  adopted  l>y 
Mr.  Isaiah  Thomas,  proprietor  of  the  Massachusetts  Spy, 
had  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  British  authorities. 
With  the  assistance  of  a  few  of  the  patriots,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  removing  a  portion  of  his  presses  and  types 
from  Boston  and  reached  Worcester  on  the  20th,  and 
on  the  third  day  of  May,  he  issued  the  first  number  of 
the  Spy  printed  in  Worcester,  llis  utterances  through 
its  colLunns  were  powerful  in  sustaining  the  cause  in 
the  heart  of  the  Province. 
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Five  days  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  the  Hon. 
John  Hancock,  on  his  journey  to  Philadelpliia  to  attend 
the  Continental  Congress,  ^yas  detained  in  this  to^vn  two 
days  awaiting  the  arrival  of  his  colleagues,  delegates 
from  Massachusetts,  and  the  attendance  of  an  escort. 
While  here,  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  at  Watertown,  giving  information  of 
the  arrival  of  a  packet  at  New  York,  with  dispatches  for 
General  Crage,  and  recommended  that  care  ]je  taken  to 
intercept  the  same.  He  also  sent  the  following  letters 
to  the  Committee  of  Safety : 

WOKCKSTER,  21th  April,  177Ji,  IMonday  Evening-. 
*'  Gextlkmkx: — Mr.  S.  Adams  and  myself,  just  arrived  here,  iind 
no  intelligence  from  you  and  no  <;uard.  We  just  liear  an  express 
lias  just  i)assed  through  this  ])lace  to  you  from  New  York,  inf(jrming  that 
administration  is  bent  upon  ])u>liing  matters  ;  and  that  four  reLiiments 
ai'(!  e\[)e('ted  there.  Wow  are  we  to  proeceeil?  'WHiere  are  our  breth- 
ren ?  Surely  we  ouglit  to  he  supjjortcd.  1  had  rather  he  with  ycui  ; 
and,  at  present,  am  fidly  det(.;rmined  to  he  \\\[\\  you  l)efore  I  proceed. 
I  heg,  by  tlie  return  of  this  express,  to  hear  from  you  ;  and  pray  fur- 
nisli  ns  witli  depositions  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  tlie  cei-tainty  of 
their  firing  first,  and  every  circumstance  relative  to  tlie  coudiiet  of  the 
troops,  from  the  19th  instant  to  this  time,  that  we  may  l)C  abhi  to  give 
some  acconnt  of  matters  as  Ave  proceed,  and  especially  at  Philadc'l[)hia. 
Also  I  beg  you  would  order  your  Secretary  to  make  out  an  account  of 
your  proceedings  since  what  has  taken  place  ;  what  3  our  jdan  is  ; 
what  jirisomn-s  we  have,  and  wdiat  tliey  have  of  ours  ;  who  of  note 
was  killed  on  both  sides;  who  commands  our  forces,  &c." 

Are  our  men  in  good  spirits?  For  God's  sake,  do  not  suffer  tlie 
spirit  to  subside  until  they  have  perfected  the  reduction  of  our  ene- 
mies. J^oston  must  be  entered;  the  troo|)S  mnit  be  sent  away,  or 
[blank]  Our  friends  are  valuable  but  our  Country  must  be  saved. 
J  have  an  interest  in  that  town  ;  what  can  be  the  enjoyment  of  that  to 
me,  if  1  am  obliged  to  hold  it  at  the  will  of  General  Gage,  or  any  one 
else?  I  doubt  not  your  vigilance,  your  fortitude  and  resolution.  Do 
let  us  know  how  you  proceed.  We  must  have  the  castle.  The  ships 
must  be  [blank]  Slop  up  the  harbor  against  laige  vessels  coming. 
Yoa  know  better  what  to  do  than    f  can   [)oint  out.     Where  is  Mr. 
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Cusliini,^  ?  Are  iNfr.  Paiue  and  I\Ir.  Jcihii  Adams  to  be  witli  us  ? 
Wliat  are  we  to  de[)eiul  upon?  'We  travel  rather  as  deserters,  wliieli 
I  will  not  submit  to.  I  will  return  and  join  you,  if  I  eannot  travel  in 
reputation.  I  wish  to  hear  fi-oni  you.  Pray  spend  a  thought  upon 
our  situation.  I  will  not  detain  this  man,  as  I  want  nuudi  to  hear 
from  you.  How  f;oes  on  the  Congress?  AVlio  is  your  president? 
Are  the  members  hearty?  Pray  remember  ]\Ir.  S.  Adams  and  myself 
to  all  friends.     God  be  with  you. 

I  am,  gcMitlemen,  your  faithful  and  hearty  couutrvman, 

JO  I IX  IIAXCOCK."  ' 

"  To  llie  gentlemen  ConnnUtee  of  Safet}'." 

"  AYoi^cKSTKR,  A])ril  'J  l,  1775. 
"  Grntlk.men  : — From  a  eonvietion  of  youi-  disposition  to  ])romote 
the  general  good,  I  take  the  fi'eedom  to  recjuest  your  eountenanee  and 
good  otliees  in  favor  of  j\Ir.  Edward  Crafts, of  this  place,  that  he  may 
he  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  com[)any.  I  kn()\v  him  well ;  he 
is  capable.  I  beg  your  atteidion  to  this.  It  will  give  great  satisfac- 
tion to  IMr.  Adams  and  myself,  and  to  the  peo[>le  of  this  county  :  do  grat- 
ify us.  I  also  beg  leave,  you  would  recommend  to  the  notice  of  (ien- 
eral  Heath,  in  my  name,  INIr.  Nathaniel  Na/,ro,  of  this  towu,  who  is 
desirous  of  being  noticed  in  the  army.  He  is  livcjly,  active  and  cajja- 
bh;.  IMy  respects  to  Ueath  and  all  fi'iends.  Pray  General  Heath  to 
take  notice  t)f  this  reconunemlation.     (  Jod  bh^ss  you.  Adieu. 

I  am  your  real  friend, 

JOHN  HANCOCK." 

"  To  the  Committee  of  Safety." 

"  Woucr.sTEii,  April  20,  177o. 
"  G KNTLKMKN  : — Having  had  the  honor  to  conmiand  the  Cadet 
company  at  Boston,  and  knowing  the  ability  of  those  who  com})osed 
that  corps,  1  cannot  Avithhhold  mentioiung,  and  reconunending  to  the 
notice  of  you  and  the  general  oilicers,  Mr.  John  Smith  and  iMr.  John 
Avery,  two  excellent  good  soldiers  and  gentlemen,  who  ^vill  advance 
the  reputation  of  the  Province  in  that  department  of  conunand  where 
they  niay  be  placed.  I  therefore  most  strongly  recommend  them,  and 
earnestly  pray  they  may  be  noticed.  I  will  be  answera])](i  for  their 
conduct.  Tliere  are  several  other  gentlemen  of  that  corps,  who  may  be 
useful,  ])articularly  iMr.  Brent  and  i\[r.  Cunningham.  '  Do  notice 
Messrs  Smith  and  Avery.*    They  will  be  useful.    1  set  out  to-morrow 

■"•Messrs.  Smith  and  Crafts  received  Coimnissions  and  proved  valuable 
oHicei's. 
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morning.  God  bless  you.  Wliy  don't  you  send  to  Mr.  Crafts.  Pray 
improve  him.  lie  is  a  good  man,  and  one  on  whom  you  may  depend. 
Don't  miss  him. 

I  am  your  real  friend, 

JOHN  HANCOCK." 

**  To  tlie  Committee  of  Safety." 

Alter  the  battle  of  Lexington,  the  Committees  of  the 
town  turned  their  attention  to  the  "  internal  enemies," 
as  may  be  seen  from  the  fohowing  papers"==  issued  by 
them. 

"  WoiiCESTER,  i\ray  8,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  take  in- 
to their  consideration  what  is  requisite  to  be  done  with  a  nnniber  ot"  peo- 
ple who  have  shown  themselves  disaffected  to  tlieir  country,  (Kj  rep()rt : 
That  in  their  hund)le  opinion,  William  Cam])bell,  as  he  has  broken 
through  his  engagements  with  the  fathers  of  tlic  ])eople,  and  presumed 
to  go  out  of  the  town  and  Province,  before  the  resolves  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  weri'  known,  in  order  to  injure  the  good  })eople  of  this 
place,  and  has  been,  and  by  his  conduct  still  appeal's  to  be  an  in\'ete^"ato 
enemy  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  country,  notwithstanding  his 
declarations  to  the  contrary,  that  he  should  be  sent  to  Watertown  or 
Cambridge,  to  be  dealt  witli  as  the  Honorable  Congress,  or  tlie  Com- 
mander-in-Chief shall  think  necessai-y,  it  being  judged  highly  im- 
proper that  he  should  tarry  any  longer  in  thi^  town. 

That  Jacob  Stearns,  Sanmel  Paine,  Micah  J(jhnson,  David  INIoore, 
Samuel  Brooks,  Cornelius  Stowell,  Capt.  Curtis,  Jacob  Chamberlain, 
James  Hart,  Joseph  Clark,  Capt.  Rice,  Joseph  lilair,  Joshua  Johnson, 
Adam  ^V^alker,  Ca[)t.  Sanmel  JNtower,  Sanmel  j\Ioore,  Dr.  Willard, 
Nathan  Patch  and  Lieut.  John  Mower,  as  every  person  in  this  day  of 
distress,  who  is  not  an  enemy  of  his  country,  should  aid  and  assist  all 
in  their  power  to  extricate  it  out  of  its  present  dilliculties,  th;  t  the 
above  gentlemen  have  an  opportunity  offered  them  of  retrieving  the 
good  opiiuon  of  their  fellow  townsmen,  by  heartily  consenting  to 
join  the  American  ti-oops,  or  find  others  in  their  stead,  otherwise  they 
must  1)0  looked  upon  as  miworthy  of  the  further  confidence  of  their 
fellow  countrymen,  and  willing  to  join  an  unlawful  banditti  to  nuir- 
der  and  ravage.  P>y  order  of  the  Committee." 

This  Keport  was  accepted  : 

*From  original  papers  in  possession  of  the  American  Antiquariiui  Society. 
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"  AVoucESTKK,  IMay  17,  1775. 

To  Gari)Nm:r  Chandler,  Escj., 

Sir:  The  Coiiiinittee  of  CoiTcspoiulence  for  tlie  town  of  Worces- 
cester,  have  resolved  that  David  iMoore,  INlicah  Johnson,  ^Micah  John- 
son, Jr.,  Samuel  IMoore,  Samuel  Moore,  Jr.,  Jacob  Chaml)erhiin,  John 
and  Thad.,  John  Curtis,  William  Curtis,  Jose[)h  Ijlair,  Josliua  John- 
son, Cornelius  Stowell,  P.  Goulding,  C.  and  N.  Chandler,  Nahum 
Willard,  Andrew  Duncan,  John  MoAver,  Elisha  Smith,  Joseph  Clark, 
Adam  Walker,  Nathan  Patch,  Niitlumiel  Adams,  Isaac  Barnard,  Tim- 
othy Paine,  Samuel  Paine,  Samuel  jNToore  and  Noah  Harris,  meet 
said  Committee  ^Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  the 
liouse  of  JNIrs.  Sternes,*  in  Worcester,  Avith  their  arms  and  amnrani- 
tion.    You  are  desired  by  said  Committee  to  notify  said  persons  thereof. 

]5y  order  of  the  Connnittee, 

WILLI A]M  YOUNG." 

"  Worcester,  May  22d,  1775. 
In  Committee  of  Correspondence,  determined  that  the  persons  here- 
in namedt  be,  agreeable  to  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  forth- 
witli  disarmed,  and  that  they  do  not  depart  the  town  without  a  per- 
mit in  writing  fi-om  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the  town  of 
Worcester,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  a{)point  for  that 
])urpose  ;  and  that  if  aiiy  of  said  persons  shall  be  so  daring  as  to  vio- 
late this  I'esolve,  and  depart  the  town  contrary  thereto,  that  he 
or  they  be  immediately  advertised  in  the  ])nblic  paj)crs,  and  when 
brought  back,  be  dealt  with  as  shall  be  thought  jjropcr ;  and  that  for 
the  future  they  desist  from  meeting  together  in  laiger  or  smaller  com- 
j)anies. 

N.  B.  It  is  to  be  understood  that  we  do  not  mean  to  prevent  any 
persons  from  laboring  on  their  own  land  in  this  or  the  adjacent  towns. 

Per  Order, 

WM.  YT)UNG." 

While  these  things  were  tr;inspiriiig  at  home,  the 
Worcester  soldiers  were  taking  an  important  part  in 
the  investment  of  Boston.  Capt.  Hubbard's  company 
in  Col.  Ward's  Regiment  w^as  stationed  for  al)ont  six 
weeks  near  Charles  River  in  Cambridge,  opposite  the 

*  King's  Anns  Tavern. 

tNanu's  as  in  i)reco(iiiig  Document. 
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Colleges  ;  after  which,  until  the  latter  part  of  July,  they 
were  at  Fort  No.  2,  \vhich  they  assisted  in  eonstructing ; 
they  were  then  ordered  to  Dorchester,  where  they  re- 
mained until  their  term  of  service  ex])ired.  At  the  Bat- 
tle of  Bunker  IJill,  the  regiment  was  inarched  down 
within  a  little  over  a  nnle  of  the  scene  of  action,  wlien 
they  were  ordered  to  halt.  Half  of  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  remain  on  the  ground  they  occupied  for  fur- 
ther orders;  in  this  part  was  Capt.  lluhhard\s  conrpany  ; 
the  other  half  advanced  and  took  part  in  the  engage- 
ment. After  occupying  the  ground  idr  an  hour  or  two, 
that  part  ot'  the  regiment  which  included  Iluhbard's 
company,  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  mai'ched  within 
about  a  mile  of  the  hill,  where  they  met  soldiers  IVom 
the  other  part  of  the  regiment  returning  from  the  Ijattle, 
under  a,  cannonade  iVom  the  British.  Col.  AV'nrd  ordered 
a  halt,  and  the  regiment  remained  near  the  ground  un- 
til the  next  morning,  when  they  returned  to  Fort  No.  2. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  May  22,  ITTo,  Mr.  David 
Bancroft  was  chosen  Delegate  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
•i-ress  to  be  convened  in  AVatertown  the  3 1st  of  iMav, 
and  continue  in  said  ollice  six  months  and  no 
longer.  A  committee  consisting  of  AVilliam  Young, 
Josiali  Pierce,  Nathan  l)al(lwin,  Jonatluni  Stone,  and 
Samuel  Curtis,  was  chosen  to  draw  up  instructions  to 
be  observed  by  him,  and  report  at  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing, at  which  the  following  were  adopted  unanimously. 

To  Mk.  David  Bancuoft, 

Sni:  Tlie  Town  of  Worcester  liaviii^r  cliosoii  you  tlieir  I)elel,^'lte  to 
represent  tlieni  in  the  I'roviueial  Congress,  to  l>e  conveiitd  an. I  lield  at 
AVatertown  upon  the  .'Ust  of  .Alay  ill.^t,  and  so  dc  die  in  dic/n  dm-lui; 
their  session  and  sessions,  for  six  nuuiths  from  the  said  olst  of  IMay 
and  lU)  lon-er;  and  not witlistanding  the  hi<;h  opinion  we  ha^e  of  your 
enli'ditened  wisdom  and  fortitude,  think  it  nwv  duly,  to  give  you  our 
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})articiil;ir  instructions,  relative  to  some  matters  that  may  come  under 
your  consideration  ;  and  wlieu  anything  extraordinary  of  a  public  na- 
ture occurs,  that  concerns  your  duty  as  our  Ke})resentative,  we  enjoin 
U[)oii  you  that  you  take  our  further  particular  inst lairtions  U[)oii  lh(3 
matter  if  iu  your  power,  especially  at  this  time  when  a  cori'U))t  and 
despotic  ministi-y,  \vith  a  wink  or  a  nod,  rules  both  the  Kinii  and  I'ar- 
lianient  of  (Jreat  l>ritain  with  such  absolute  sway,  that  the}'  are  but 
a  mere  uose  of  wax,  turned  and  moulded  any  and  every  way,  to  an- 
swer despotic  puri)Oses,  overthrow  the  Englisb  Constitution  of  Govern- 
ment and  jdunder  the  Americans  of  l)oth  liberty  and  })ropei1v.  h'rom 
lience  our  Charter  uullilied  ;  our  Governor  made  despotic  and  indejieii- 
(leiit  of  the  pc'ojile;  ourfJudges  of  our  CV)urts  de[)endent  upon  the  Klni;- 
for  both  place  and  pay;  .lurors  to  be  packed  by  a  dejiendent  Sheriff;  a 
law  purporting  for  the  King's  oilicers,  if  they  please,  to  uuirdei-  the 
icing's  subjects  in  this  Province  with  impunity  ;  the  jiort  and  harb(»r 
of  Jioston  blocked  up,  and  our  trade  stopped  luitil  we  shall  }tay  for 
tea  we  know  not  how  nmch,  and  destroyed  by  we  know  not  whom, 
(and  if  we  do  notcomj)ly  and  pay  for  said  tea,  then  all  the  AN  har\es, 
docks,  quays,  landing  places  and  shores  within  the  i)ort  and  harfxu-  of 
iioston  are  forfeited  unto  tlie  hand,  and  are  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  Ins 
])resent  JMajesty  and  his  successors  forever;)  the  town  of  l>o>t(jn  re- 
duced to  military  government,  the  Governor  of  this  Piovince  sending 
out  troops  into  the  coimtry  fr(H[uently,  wdio  have  robbed  and  plundered 
])ul)lic  stores,  magazines  and  so  forth,  and  destroyed  {)ri\ate  })ro])erty, 
and  to  C()m})lete  the  scene  have  nuirdered  ami  butchered  a  great  num- 
ber of  our  iieaccable,  rpiiet  inhabitants,  and  loyal  subjects  of  his  ^Alaj- 
esty  ;  our  Legislative  authority  according  to  charter  destroyed,  and  we 
driven  to  the  necessity  instead  tliereof  to  hold  a  Congi-ess ;  and  as 
though  s])iritual  ruin  was  designed  against  us  as  well  as  temporal,  the 
Ixonnsli  I'eligion  is  established  in  the  largest  go\'ernment  upon  the  con- 
tinent; civil  goverimient,  the  former  security  of  life  and  pro|)erty,  we 
are  deprived  of,  and  under  the  disagreeable  net-essity  of  taking  up 
arms  and  defending  ourselves  against  Britons  wdio  ought  to  join  with 
US  in  the  defence  of  our  lives,  rights,  liberties  and  the  English  Consti- 
tution, the  only  safe  basis  of  his  jNIajesty's  throne.  These  ai-e  but  a 
])art  of  the  acts  of  that  Legislature  that  claims  a  right  to  make  laws 
that  are  binding  u})on  us  in  all  cases  whatever.  Under  these  accumu- 
lated o|)pressions,  and  tyrannical  acts  of  the  lirithsh  Parliiiment,  it  be- 
hooves you  to  steer  clear  of  those  rocks  that  have  dashed  the  constitu- 
tional liberti(.'S  of  our  fellow  subjects  in  Great  liritain,  and  (liat 
tluH'aten  us  in  America.     The  millions  npiui  miiruuis  of  the  national 
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^lcl)t  liatli  arisen  (as  we  think,  not  by  misfortune  but)  by  exorl)itaut 
grants  to  plaee-men  and  pensioners.  You  are  thereb)re  in  all  Li;-rauts 
of  the  pnblie  money  to  be  especially  careful  that  no  more  is  "iN  cn  to 
any  person  for  his  services  than  an  a(le([uate  pay  for  the  same,  aud  that 
no  person  be  allowed- to  live  in  luxury  and  idhiiicss  or  become  opulent- 
ly rich,  at  the  public  expense.  There  is  nothiui;-  in  a  well  ordei'ed 
government  that  requires  it;  and  in  whatever  conununity  it  is  allowed, 
they  a.  e  raising  such  another  tribe  of  tyrants  to  destroy  themselves, 
as  we  are  now  lighting  against.  This  requires  nothing  for  its  illustra- 
tion but  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  conduct  of  some  jicrsoiis 
in  this  town,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  P]-o\  iiice.  God  i^i-aiit  that 
this  country  may  never  produce  any  more  such  ingrates.  The  dillicul- 
ties  we  labor  under  for  want  of  an  established  civil  government,  neces- 
sitates us  to  enjoin  it  upon  you,  that  you  endi  a\(»r  that  a(l\  ice  of  the 
Grand  Continental  Congress  be  obtained  u})Ou  that  matter,  and  that 
we  have  such  a  form  of  government  established  as  that  every  ollicer 
in  it  be  dependent  upon  the  suffrages  of  the  people  for  theii-  })lace  and 
p;iy.  And  as  Gen.  Gage,  conunander-in-chief  of  his  JMajesty's  forces 
in  America,  hath  since  he  has  been  in  Boston,  sent  out  his  tr(^0})s  into 
tlie  country,  who  have  robbed  plundered  and  nuirdered  a  number  of 
his  jMajesty's  loyal  subjects,  and  by  fraud  disai-med  the  inhabitants  of 
lioston,  and  by  breach  of  solenm  contract  detained  some  of  them  })i'is- 
oners  in  Boston,  and  been  guilty  of  such  conduct,  as  is  not  only  un- 
christian and  derogatory  to  the  character  of  a  good  soldier,  but  would 
be  a  disgrace  to  a  savage, — you  are  therefore,  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  nature  of  your  office,  to  give  all  the  aid  and  assistance  in 
your  power,  toward  subjecting  him  and  the  aimy  under  his  connnand, 
and  recovering  the  property  both  public  and  pri\'ate,  that  they  ha\e 
unjustly  taken  away,  and  that  he  and  the  nmrderers  nnder  his  C(nn- 
niand,  may  be  brought  to  condign  j)unishment,  and  that  the  estates  of 
our  domestic  enemies  may  be  secured  for  the  })ublic  use.  You  are 
also  to  endeavor,  that  proper  measures  be  taken,  to  sup])ly  this  Colony 
with  arms,  ammunition,  and  all  war-like  stores  necessar}^  for  dei\  nee, 
and  to  take  proper  measures  for  keeping  up  harmony  and  union, 
all  our  sister  Colonies. 

In  the  spring  of  1775,  captives  fi'om  the  Britisli  army 
began  to  arrive,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year 
the  jtiil  was  tilled  to  its  iitmost  capacity  Avitli  prisoners 
of  war.  Many  were  put  out  to  service  among  the  in- 
liahitants  of  the  town  on  parole,  when  proper  j)orsoiis 


Anno  Pom.  ) 
1775.  J 


Wa7^  of  ike  RevohLiio7i. 


63 


appeared  to  hire  them  ;  those  hiring  tliem  being  required 
to  o])tain  a  certificate  from  the  Committee  of  Saiety 
recommending  them  as  friendly  to  the  American 
cause,  and  to  give  a  receipt  to  the  Sheriffj  at  the  same 
time  engaging  to  return  the  prisoners  ^vhenever  re- 
quired. 

In  May,  the  Continental  Congress  provided  for  the 
removal  of  the  poor  of  Boston,  and  a  number  were 
supported  here. 

The  Selectmen,  were  required  to  furnish  Ijlankets  for 
the  soldiers  of  the  town,  which  was  promptly  done.  In 
June,  a  requisition  was  made  for  30  muskets  and  btiyon- 
est,  which  were  furnished,  also  2  J  barrels  of  powder. 

In  September,  the  march  through  the  wilderness  to 
Queljec,  and  the  subsequent  attack  on  that  fortress,  was 
conceived,  and  in  that  most  disastrous  expedition,  Wor_ 
cester  was  represented  ;  her  soldiers  showing  themselves 
possessed  of  a  true  soldierly  spirit  and  undaunted  liero- 
ism.  Major  Bigelow,  Capt.  Ilubl^ard,  and  t\velve  soldiers 
of  this  town  took  part  in  the  attack  on  the  Ibrtifications, 
on  the  last' day  of  the  year  177'").  Capt.  Hubbard  was 
mortally  wovmded,  and  refusing  to  be  moved,  perished  in 
the  violent  snow  storm  which  was  raging  at  that  time  ;  two 
others  w^ere  killed,  and  Major  Bigelow  and  tbe  remain- 
der were  taken  prisoners  and  confined  nearly  a  year, 
wdien  they  were  exchanged. 

On  the  lOth  of  July,  Mr.  David  Bancroft  Avas  cbosen 
Bepresentative,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  Nathan 
Baldwin,  David  Bigelow,  Asa  Moore,  John  Nazro  and 
Samuel  Curtis,  was  chosen  to  report  instructions  at  the 
adjournment,  on  the  14th.  At  this  adjourned  meeting, 
Mr.  Joshua  Bigelow  was  chosen  as  colleague  with  JMr. 
Bancroft. 
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The  committee  reported  the  followuig  instructions 
Avhich  Avere  adopted. 

To  ^[r.  David  Bancroft  and  ^Ir.  Joshua  Dkjllow,  lu  pieseuta- 
tivcs  for  the  Town  of  Worcester, 

Gf.ntlemen  :  AVe,  your  constitutcnts,  liaviiin-  invested  yon  witli  au- 
thority lo  act  for  us  iu  a  higishitive  caj)acity,  and  as  this  is  a  ]»o\ver 
you  received  from  us,  to  use  and  exercise  for  our  snft.'iy  and  hcnetit, 
yon  are  llierefore  accountable  to  us  for  all  your  conduct  in  .said  oHicc,  and 
under  indispensihle  obligation  to  (observe  and  obey  such  instructions 
as  wiiuiay  at  this  or  any  other  time  uive  you  respectiui^-  the  discharging 
the  duties  of  your  oilicc,  so  long  as  you  remain. 

At  this  crisis,  when  the  British  Barliament,  regardless  of  our  natui'id 
and  constitutional  rights,  has  annihilated  our  Charter  and  demanded  of 
us  an  implicit  obedience  to  their  acts  and  laws  in  all  cases  what  so- 
on er;  and  to  reduce  us  to  subjection  to  their  mandates,  llis  IMajesty 
has  appointed  Thomas  Giage,  Es<j.,  Govei-nor  of  this  Colony,  with  an 
army  under  his  command,  who  has  actually  I'obbed  and  murdered  a 
great  number  of  his  ^Majesty's  loyal  .subjects,  and  b\-  proeLimation  has 
establi.shed  martial  law  to  be  the  only  rule  of  go\ennnent,  in  this  Col- 
ony, and  imprisoned  a  great  numbei-  (»f  the  peaceable  inhabil.ints  of 
tlic  town  of  ])Oston,  and  has  been  guilty  of  m.any  other  actions  tliat- 
ai'e  a  di.sgrace  to  luimanity ;  and  as  \V(;  have  g{)0(l  reason  to  belie\  e  lliat 
the  Deputy  Govcjrnor  is  aiding  Jind  assisting  in  these  ci'uel  oi)era!ions, 
wo  liighly  approve  the  advice  of  the  Honorable  Continental  Congress, 
viz:  to  consider  the  Governor  and  Depnt}^  (io\ernoras  absent,  and 
for  the  House  of  Ivcpresentatives  to  choose  a  Council,  and  that  Coun- 
cil to  act  as  Governor  until  his  INTajesty  shall  please  to  appoint  a  (gov- 
ernor and  De[)uty  (iovernor,  that  shall  act  agreeable  to  tlu;  Charter  of 
this  Colony,  oi-  it  be  otherwise  ordereil  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
Colonies  of  North  America. 

The  .accnnudated  dilliculties  that  we  labor  under  at  this  time,  adde(l 
to  those  passions  that  too  often  lead  men  into  enoi-,  makes  the  ta.'-k  of 
a  N'irtuons  representati\'e  truly  arduous.  An  inordinate  desire  of  riches 
and  power  has  induced  some  men  to  barter  the  rights  and  lilx-rlics  of 
their  constitutcnts  for  a  lucrative  otlice,  or  .some  post  of  connnand  ; 
from  hence  we  think  that  the  national  debt  hath,  tin;  greatest  part  (,)f 
it  arisen,  and  the  liberties  of  Englishmen  inx  aded.  for  by  the  accounts 
we  often  receive,  the  mend)ers  of  the  ]>riti.-^h  Parliament  are  very  gen- 
erous in  granting  i)ensious  and  places  to  each  other.     Yon  ai'e  there- 
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fore  to  (jufleavor  that  noiiu  be  elected  Cidmcillors  hut  persons  of  es- 
tahlislied  character  for  jM'ohity  and  virtue,  and  as  it  is  e.vpectcd  that 
they  ^vill  appoint  executive  ollicers,  and  may  pfrha[)s  ajipoint  each 
other  into  tiie  most  hicrative  ollici.'s,  and  continue  the,  ices  as  liert;to- 
fore  established,  or  refuse  to  nive  their  eoncnrrcnct!  to  a  more,  etpiitable 
law  tor  the  regulation  of  that  mattei",  you  are  to  us(i  your  intluence 
that  the  legislative  and  executive  authority  be  ke[)t  in  separate 
hands  as  much  as  niay  be;  for  we  look  upon  it  as  inconii)al ible  with 
the  j)rivile<^es  of  ecpiity  for  men  to  a))poinr  th(^msclves  into  executive 
olhces,  as  it  would  be  for  a  plaintilf  that  had  sued  for  a  (iiuiutum 
meruit  to  sit  upon  the  jury  and  determine  how  nmch  he  slu)uld  re- 
(iover  of  the  defendant,  ^'ou  are  therefore  to  endeaNor  that  an  act  b(^ 
]);issed,  that  whenever  any  member  of  the  Le!j,islat ur(;  be  appointed  to 
acce})t  of  an  executive  oflice,  he  shall  be  debai-i-etl  a  seat  in  the  Le<;- 
islature  until  lie  shall  bo  re-chosen,  and  that  his  constitU(Mits  shall  be 
forthwith  served  with  a  precept  to  choose  sonui  suitable  person  to  rep- 
i-esent  them.  And  whereas,  executive  oflit-ers  beini;  persons  in  ijood  vo- 
))Ute  among  those  whom  their  respective  olhces  imm  Mliately  concern,  and 
it  is  of  great  utility  in  civil  society  as  it  greatly  facilitates  subordination, 
you  are  to  endeavor  that  no  ))erson  be  appointed  to  tin;  ollici;  of  a 
.ludgc  of  the  Probate,  or  Jiegistcu-  in  the  ]^robaie  ()Hic(%  or  a  .lustice  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  or  a  Clerk  of  the  same,  or  Clei'k  of  the 
Coui-t  of  General  Sessions  of  tlit;  Peace,  or  Sherilf  of  the  County, 
before  he  or  tlu.'y  are  i'ecomin(Uided  to  be-  suitai)le  persons  for  their 
respective  olhces  by  a  vott;  of  tin;  inhabitants  of  the  major  part  of  the 
towns  of  the  County  in  whicii  they  are  to  exercise;  their  olhces.  We 
also  further  instruct  you  to  endeavor  that  we  have  Exeiaitive  Courts 
established,  that  criminals  may  be  punished  in  du<)  form  of  law,  and  that 
creditors  may  recover  their  just  debts;  but  as  the  long  discontinuance 
of  Courts  of  Justice  and  other  circumstances  have  stopped  the  circula- 
tion of  money  among  us,  to  tuiler  precipitately  into  civil  actions  might 
be  attended  with  bad  consecjuences  to  the  pidjlic,  you  are  therefore 
directed  to  endeavor  that  such  a  limited  time  be  set  tor  tin  conunence- 
ment  of  civil  actions,  as  shall  bo  the  most  inipai-tial  betwcM'u  debtors 
and  creditors  and  best  serve  the  [)ublic. 

And  whereas,  Gen.  Gage  has  broken  faith  with  the  inhabitants  of 
lioston  by  retaining  many  of  them  and  tlielr  eifects  thei'e,  and  sending 
out  the  poor  only ;  and  as  there  are  a  nund)er  of  i)ersons  inimical  to 
the  liberties  of  this  country  who  have  taken  refuge  in  IJoston  and  left 
their  families  and  considerable  interests  in  the  country,  you  are  to  en- 
deavor that  some  method  be  provided  Iha^  tiiose  famili(^s  may  be  sent 
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to  Boston,  find  that  their  estates  be  api)ropriatc(l  to  tlie  public  use  ; 
the' law  of  restoration  and  self  preservation  suggests  it,  and  there  is 
no  breach  of  faith  in  doing  it.  In  all  other  matters  that  may  eome 
under  your  consideration  adhere  strictly  to  our  constitutional  rights, 
and  that  you  may  be  prospered  and  acquit  yourself  Avith  honor  is  our 
fen'ent  prayer. 

The  summary  manner  in  wliicli  the  Committees  dealt 
with  tlie  tories  at  home,  may  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Spy  of  August  30,  1775. 

"  Dr.  Nahuni  Willard  of  this  town,  having  at  divers  times  and  in 
the  presence  of  sundry  persons,  most  scandalously  aspersed  the  charac- 
ter of  some,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  whole  of  the  Continental  and 
Provincial  Congresses,  the  Selectmen  of  this  Town,  and  the  Conmiit- 
tee  of  Correspondence  in  general,  the  gooil  people  of  this  town  from  a 
knowledge  of  his  character,  for  some  time  passed  it  unnoticed,  from  an 
apprehension  that  his  character  was  so  well  established  for  a  retailer 
of  falsehoods  as  to  reiider  him  incapable  of  doing  any  public  injury  ; 
but  from  the  preverseness  of  his  vile  lieart  wliereby  he  persisted  in  his 
wickedness,  they  were  ap[)rehensive  he  might  be  cap'able  of  doing 
some  liurt  in  the  neighboring  towns,  which  he  often  fre(juented,  and 
where  his  character  perha{)s  may  not  be  so  well  known,  and  from  an 
apprehension  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  might  hazard  the  imputa- 
tion of  having  deserted  the  glorious  cause  for  which  this'  continent  is 
now  contending,  in  sulfering  such  an  offender  to  escape  with  impunity, 
did  on  the  21st  inst.,  summon  said  Willard  to  aj)|)car  before  them  in 
the  presence  of  the  Selectmen  and  some  of  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, when  witnesses  were  ])roduced  in  support  of  the  charges 
alleged  agtiinst  him,  which  were  fully  proved  and  cojnmitted  to  writ- 
ing and  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Selectmen,  (open  to  inspection.) 
the  witnesses  being  ready  to  make  oath  to  the  same. 

A  committee  was  then  chosen  to  consider  the  best  methods  for  a 
further  procedure  with  said  Willard.  They  reported  that  said  \Villard 
should  have  tendered  to  him  a  paper  they  had  drawn  up,  containing  a 
confession  of  his  notorious  scandals  and  falsehoods,  (without  mention- 
ing'a  word  of  his  promising  a  reformation,  as  they  would  be  very 
sorry  to  be  the  means  of  his  adding  to  liis  falsehoods  ;)  this  j)aper  if 
he  believed  to  be  true,  he  was  to  sign  that  evening,  and  as  it  was  late, 
to  prevent  disorder,  he  was  next  morning  to  read  it  in  such  public  ])arts 
of  the  town  as  the  company  desired,  with  which  he  complied. 
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There  was  another  scandalous  aspersion  upon  the  guard  that  con- 
ducted the  prisoners  from  hence  to  Springfield,  wherein  he  asserted  he 
was  told  they  used  them  extremel}''  cruel,  frequently  pricking  them 
with  their  bayonets  ;  he  was  oft(3n  called  upon  to  name  his  author,  and 
us  often  refused  it,  until  the  day  of  general  eiKpiiry,  when  he  laid  it 
upon  a  person  four  miles  olf,  who  has  since  declared  he  never  told 
liini  so,  nor  ever  heard  of  it  before;  this  is  only  mentioned  to  take  off 
any  bad  impression  that  might  be  made,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  gentle- 
men who  conducted  this  matter,  whose  character  is  so  well  known 
here,  especially  for  humanity,  th;it  it  never  alfected  it  in  this  place. 
But  as  this  matter  was  not  of  so  public  a  nature,  it  was  thought, 
most  advisable  the  persons  who  had  suffered  should  do  themselves  jus- 
tice ;  an  apprehension  that  they  would,  it  is  supi)0sed,  has  caused  the 
Doctor's  flight,,  without  the  least  regret  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  ex- 
cept the  tory  gentry."  ,  ..,.,!.,./,'!  ,•  I'i'.i  i.-  .  ■[-.•J? 
^                  Confession  OF  Dr.  Willard.  ,    ,,   ,,,,  , 

"  Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,,  havo  from  tliQ  perversene^s  of  my, 
wicked  heart,  maliciously  and  scandalously  abused  the  characters  and 
proceedings  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,  the  Select- 
men of  the  town,  and  the  Committees  of  Corres{)ondence  in  general ; 
I  do  hereby  declare,  that  at  the  time  of  my  doing  it,  I  knew  the'  said 
abuses  to  be  the  most  scandalous  falsehoods,  and  that  I  did  it  for  the 
sole  [)urpose  of  abusing  those  bodies  of  men,  and  affronting  my  towns- 
men, and  all  the  friends  of  liberty,,  throughout  the  continent,  being 
now  fully  sensible  of  my  wickedness  and  notorious  falsehoods,  humbly 
beg  pardon  of  those  worthy  characters  I  have  so  scandalously  abused, 
and  of  my  countrymen  in  general,  and  desii-e  this  confession-  of  mine 
may  be  [)rinted  in  the  American  Oracle  of  Liberty,  for  three  weeks 
successively." 

1,                 I,.     ,  .   ,     i,  ,  ,          Signed,        Naiiu.m  AYillako..  , 
Aitest,      '  '  ,   .,  ,   

Benjamin  Flago,  Josiaii  Pierce,  .  .  ,  , 

Jonathan  Stone,  David  Bigelow. 

Samuel  MiLLElR, 


(MIAPT^Krv    1  \' 


Cul  WarLl'i  Uogiiiiciit  petition  tlic  (Jeneitl  Assfiiibly  rdm-fnuii;^  tlu'  toiic-s — Tlio  tori.s  aJJre.«s 
(tun.  G.i^e  on  his  dcj)  irtun;  f  n-  ICii^l.iii  1 — (M  irk  CiruidliT  i  (jiuuii Lto  1  to  j:iil  for  as^isfilly  a  prisum-r 
of  w  »r  to  escape — IIl-  petitions  the  (iener.U  Court  and  Couiuiitti  e  of  Salc  ty  for  enhirgi-nicnt— Town 
vated  to  su>tiiu  the  iiUMSurc  if  iVm^re.ss  ^should  di't  lare  the  .ViuiTicau  C(  Ionics  in(loi>eiident — 
Trnops  iiruied  ami  forwarded  to  l!o--tou,  Xe  ,v  \'ork  and  Canada — Tlic  luice  of  Uohea  Tea  and  otliL-r 
articles  fixeJ  hy  Congress. 

In  September,  1775,  the  oiiicers  and  men  of  Col. 
Ward's  reiiriment  at  Dorchester,  which  re^^hnent  was 
composed  mostly  oi'  men  IVom  Worcester  county,  peti- 
tioned the  (lenei'al  Asseml)ly  then  in  session  at  Water- 
town,  that  the  internal  enemies  or  royalists,  wdio  had 
iled  to  Boston,  miij,"ht  he  prohibited  from  returning"  to 
tlieir  former  habitations,  and  iC  they  attempted  to  re- 
turn that  they  might  be  severely  de.alt  with. 

PKTITIOX. 

"  To  the  Ilonoi'ahlc  J'x^ard  of  (councillors  and  llou.s(i  of  Kt'i)resenta- 
tlves  of  the   l*rovince  of  Mas.sachusett.s   V)a\\,  in   the  C^MU'ral 
Assembly  now  sittini;'  at  Watertown  : 
The  memorial  of  the  compary  of  lout,  raised  in  the  town  of  ^N^orces- 
ter,  and  now  in  the  Continental  army,  in  the  regiment  whereof  Jona- 
•  than  Ward,  Es<j.,  is  Colonel,  together  with  the  principal  ])art  of  said 
regiment,  being  raised  out  of   the  county  of   \Yorcester,  humbly 
sheweth  : — 

That  the  said  tow^i  and  county,  has  been  intolerably  infested  with  a 
cruel  and  nierciless  set  of  torics,  w  ho  ha\  e  cKc-rtcd  all  fhcii'  w  it,  sophi.s- 
try  and  iuHueuce,  to  i)roseIyle  slaves  to  the  .supreme*  legislative  power 
of  the  British  Parliament,  and  to  disconcert  every  method  used  by  the 
wise  and  zealous  friends  of  a  free,  happy  and  most  noble  constitution 
of  the  Empire,  and  discovered  a  most  merciless,  inimical  temper  toward 
our  Provincial  and  Colony  Charters,  styling  the  .sons  of  freedom  or 
friends  to  the  constitution,  as  rebels  and  truitt-rs,  and  menaeing  death 
and  cruel  tortures  as  their  just  and  remediless  portion. 
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Thut  vvhen  the  bloody  era  commenced,  and  the  brave  appeared  in 
arms  to  defend,  tlieir  iiivahiable  rii^lits  against  troops,  formed,  posted, 
a:»d  ordered  to  massacre  all  that  wonld  not  subnut  to  tiieir  merciless 
decrees  ;  and  all  America  with  one  heart  and  voice,  cordially  united 
to  take  up  arms  as  their  dernier  j-esort  for  their  defence,  tiien  these 
wretches  trend)led,  some  confessed,  and  like  vernun  crawling  amono-  the 
roots  of  vegetables,  endeavoring  to  gecrete  themselves,  while  they  are 
a  nuisance  to  the  cause  of  justice  and  judgment  ;  or  in  sliee}>'s  clothing 
secretly  watching  for  i)rey  to  gratify  their  voracious  appetites,  or 
availing  themselves  of  the  good  opinion  of  the  prudent,  as(;end  into 
j)laces  of  j)0wer  and  profit,  and  rendered  capable  of  acting  their  prc- 
d(H;essor  Jndas'  part,  when  opportunity  favors  their  designs,  and  be- 
betray  the  good  cause  with  ''all  hail,"  and  a  hypocritical  kiss. 

That  others  tied  to  Boston,  there  to  advise  and  act  as  open  and 
avowed  enemies  to  their  brethren;  encouraging  the  disheartened  and 
chagrined  troops  to  all  merciless  acts  of  violence  and  bloody  sc(ines  ; 
stimulating  the  British  Ministry  and  all  the  tools  of  tyranny  to  pursue 
their  bloody  decrees  with  all  vengeance  upon  us,  by  which  means,  in 
our  luHuble  opinion  they  have  forfeited  all  right  to  American  property, 
and  even  their  lives  with  every  aggravation  of  guilt,  as  did  ever  a 
bloody  set  of  merciless  robbers,  or  desperate  pirates. 

Tiiat  as  some  of  these  vermin,  or  worse,  emissaries  of  tyranny,  are 
crawling  out  of  Boston  to  their  forfeited  seats  in  AVorcester,  there  is 
reason  to  suspect,  that  either  their  expectations  fail,  and  therefore  they 
would  gladly  return  to  their  former  seats  and  profits,  until  a  uiore  fav- 
orable opportunity  jjresents  to  carry  their  evil  machinations  into  exe- 
cution, or,  they  are  contriving,  by  degrees,  to  slide  back  to  their  seats, 
and  there  avail  themselves  of  the  good  opinion  of  the  people,  in  order 
to  play  their  j)arts,  to  divide  and  subdivide,  or  by  some  method  weaken 
our  union,  or  to  form  some  diabolical  ])laa  for  the  Ministry  to  save 
the  supremacy  of  Parliament,  under  some  soft,  sophistical,  reconcilia- 
tory  terms. 

Wherefore,  we,  your  humble  memorialists,  entreat  your  honors  uot 
to  suffer  any  of  those  who  return,  however  hundde  and  j)enitent  they 
luay  ap})ear,  to  go  at  large,  or  return  to  their  former  seats,  or  even 
to  be  so  far  favored  as  to  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  \\'^orcestei', 
but  treat  them  as  they  deserve,  enemies  in  a  superlative  degree  ;  con- 
line  them  close,  and  render  them  incapable  of  doing  hafm,  or  return 
them  to  Boston  their  favorite  asylum. 

Your  Honor's  j)etitioners  can  but  flatter  themselves  with  a  most 
hani;uine  expectation  of  this  so  rational  request  being  fully  granted. 
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e^ppcially  as  we  are  riskinir  our  lives  in  our  country's  cause;  it  must 
\i,n-eatly  dishearten  us  to  hear  our  most  notorious  enemie;^  are  tolerated 
anc]  winked  at,  while  on  the  other  hand  we  find  no  necessity  t(j  ju-ay  to 
our  comniander-in-ehief  for  a  detaclmient  to  a[)])reliend  and  conline  ene- 
mies wlio  are  secured  i)ro{)er]y  by  our  ci\  il  fathers  under  whose  juris- 
<liction  they  appear  ;  and  thus  encouraged  as  in  duty  hound,  shall  ever 

DouciiKSTER,  Sept.  27,  1775. 

,  "  The  gentlemen  who  were  driven  from  their  habita- 
tions in  the  country,  to  the  town  of  Boston  "  issued  an 
address  to  Gen.  Gage  on  his  departm-e  for  England,  in 
the  most  loyal  terms. 

"To  'his  P^xcellency,  Tiiomas  Gage,  Esqr.,  Captain  General  and 
■  Commander-in-Cliief  in  and  over  his  iMajesty's  Province  of  Mas- 
sachuetts  lia}'^  in  New  England.  i''  ,    i  .  i'  ...-. 

INIay  it  please  your  Excellency  :  When  we  reflect  ujion  the  surpris- 
ing elfcclj's  of  that  enthusiasm  and  infatuation  which  ari;  so  generally 
prevahjnt  in  the  country,  and  tlie  variety  of  dangers  to  which  the 
loyal  and  ohedient  have  been  exposed,  we  feel  the  most  grateful  sen- 
hatitiiis  towards  your  ivvcellency,  and  are  anxious  to  acknowledge  our 
obligations  to  your  wisdom  and  prudence.  We  consider  ourselves  in- 
debted to  you  for  protection  from  the  lawless  fury  and  uubi'idled  vio- 
lence of  our  couiitrymen,  and  had  not  events  taken  place  beyond  what 
liuman  wisdom  could  foresee,  and  contrary  to  any  human  calculation 
upon  rational  i)rinciples,  we  might  iii  all  probability  have  been  further 
indebted  to  you t-  Excellency  for  a  reconciliation  of  tlie' uuha})py  '  dif- 
ferences that  subsist,  and  a,  restoration  to  liarmony,  happiness  and 
peace.  '  ;  - 

It  is  with  regret  we  think  of  your  Excellency's  departure  from  this 
Province,  but  we  are  relieved  in  some  degree,  by  a  consideration  of 
the  very  important  services  you  will  render  this  country,  by  a  just  rep- 
resentation of  its  present  state  at  the  Court  of  Great  liritain  ;  by  the 
confidence  we  repose  in  the  abilities  of  your  successor  to  the  civil  and 
military  command,  the  hopes  of  your  s])eedy  return,  and  the  anticipa- 
tion of  an  establishment  of  the  rightful  supremacy  of  l^arliament 
over  this  j^art  of  his  Majesty's  dominions.  Justly  meriting  and  pos- 
sessed of  the  esteem  and  applause  of  the  virtuous  and  good,  hai)py  in 
the  pleasing  reflections  of  an  approving  conscicnci-,  and  blessed  with 
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the  frraf'/ibus  plaudits  of  the  best  bf  Kings,  youi*  op})ortiinities  will  be 
equal  to  the  inclination  you' have 'ever  discovered,  to  restore  and  settle 
on. the  most  lasting  basis^  that  iinion.of.the  interests  ol!  (Jreat  l>rit- 
ajii  aiid  the  Colonies,  /50  indispensably,  neci^^ssary  to  the  happiness  ol! 
both.  ^  I 

We  sincerely  lament  that  the  number  wlio  have  dared  to  stem  t^ie 
tbrrent  of  rebellion  and  sedition  in  this  Province  is  so  small,  but  we 
trust  thht  the  cordial  thanks,  of  bven  -a,  few,  (who  have  lied  from  op- 
pression, who  have  sacrificed  their  properties  and  every  d(,)mi,  >tic  cui- 
joyment,  ^md  are  nqw  ready  to  risk  their  Li\  os  to  inanifest  their  loy- 
alty to  the  best  of  sovereigns,)  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  your  Jvk- 
cellency. 

'  Bo  pleased,  sir,'  to  accejU  th6' ardent '  wishes  of  thesb  few  faithful 
and  grateful  3ul)jeets;  that  your  voyage  may  be  prosperous  and  agreea- 
ble, and  that)  your  unwearied  endeavors  for  the  ])ublic  service  ^nay  1)C 
crowned  ^vith  success.      ,      ,    ..j  ,  | 

lioston,  Oct.  7,  1775."  '     '  '  ' 

Seventy-six  royalists  signed  this  address,  among  Avhom 
were  tlie  following,  who  had  fled  from  Worcester :  James 
Putnapi,  Samuel  Paine,  Adam  Walker,  WilliamCampljell, 
John  phandler,  Nathaniel  Chandler,  William  Cliandler, 
James  Putnam,  Jr.  ,  ;    .    .  ,  < 

Gen.,Qage  replied,  acknowledging  the  steady  attach- 
ment they  had  always  sho\yn  to  the  true  interests  of 
their  King  and  Country  in  the  worst  of. times,  and  as- 
sured them  that  his  successor  \yoiild  afford  them  every 
favor  and  protection.       1,   ,.  ,,      i  ,  ,, 

On  the  20th  of  Septendjer,  Mr.  Clark  Chandler  was 
charged  hy  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  with  luiv- 
ing  in  tlie  month  of  June,  assisted  one  J^udd,  a  prisoner 
of,  war  in  escaping,  in  violation  of  tlie  said  ])risoner's 
parole  of  honor,  of  having  spent  the  summer  in  Boston 
and  elsewhere  with  the  enemies  of  America,  also  of  be- 
ing an  enemy  to  his  country  ;  and  he  was  committed  to 
jail  in  Worcester,  and  kept  in  close  confinement,  his 
relatives  being  allowed  to  furnish  him  with  such  neces- 
saries as  he  stood  in  need  of 
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On  the  3d  of  October,  ho  petitioned  the  Conncil  and 
House  of  Representatives  for  enhirgenient  from  close 
confinement,  setting  forth  that  in  the  month  of  June 
he  went  from  Worcester,  his  phice  of  abode,  to  Newport, 
where  he  went  on  board  one  of  his  Majesty's  vessels  in 
which  he  obtained  a  passage  to  Boston,  designing  to  sail 
from  thence  to  Quebec,  where  he  proposed  to  reside  and 
engage  in  trade.  Accordingly  after  a  short  stop  in  Boston 
he  sailed  for  Annapolis  in  Nova  Scotia,  having  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  cast  away,  and  hearing  discouraging 
reports  of  the  state  of  trade  in  (Quebec,  he  determined 
to  return  to  liis  home  in  Worcester,  and  accordingly  rt^ 
turned  to  Boston,  where  he  arrived  on  the  28th  day  of 
August,  and  after  staying  in  that  town  21  days,  he 
went  by  water  to  Newport,  from  Avhence  he  retvu-ned  to 
his  home  in  Worcester,  arriving  on  the  20th  of  Septem- 
l)er,  and  considering  the  situation  of  |)ublic  affairs,  and 
being  seirsible  that  he  had  rendered  himself  justly  sus- 
pected as  an  enemy  to  his  countrj^,  he  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered himself  to  the  Counuittee  ot"  Correspondence, 
by  whom  he  was  closely  confined,  to  tlie  great  detriuient 
of  his  health,  and  compelled  to  endure  the  nauseous 
stench  of  a  jail  crowded  with  ])risoners  taken  from  the 
enemy  ;  he  therefore  petitioned  tiiat  he  might  be  allow- 
ed to  walk  and  breathe  in  a  wliolesome  air,  within  such 
limits  and  under  such  bonds  and  obliij-ations  as  the 

o 

Council  and  House  might  presci'ibe. 

The  petition  was  referred  by  the  Council  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  for  the  to^vu,  they  being  the 
authorities  who  imprisoned  hiiu,and  who  were  cognizant 
of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge. 

On  the  21st  of  November  he  sent  a  lengthy  state- 
ment and  petition  to  the  Connnittee,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows : 
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[From  MSS.  in  possession  of  American  Aiili([iiaria!i  Society.] 
To  tlic  Committee  of  Correspoiulence  for  tlio  town  of  Worcester: 
Tlie  address,  memorial  and  petition  of  Clark  Chandler,  a  pris- 
oner in  close  conlinement,  hnmldy  sliowetli, — 
That  in  consequence  of  his  own  imprudent  and  misjudged  conduct, 
lie  has  been  more  than  two  months  Avithout  the  least  prospect  of  a 
trial  upon  the  merits  of  his  case,  subjected  to  endure  the  accumulated 
distresses  resulting  from  a  total  deprivation  of  liberty,  and  the  inclemen- 
cies of  a  jail  imprisonment,     lie  com[)lains  of  nothing  that  is  past,  nor 
lias  he  the  most  distant  wish  to  elude  an  impartial  examination,  the 
consequent  decisions  of  justice,  or  the  full  denumds  of  the  public.; 
conli(Ung  in  the  rectitude  and  humanity  of  his  country  men,  the  in- 
habitants of  his  native  town,  he  cheerfully  resigned  himself  into  their 
hands,  and  ac(piiesed  in  his  destination  to  the  severities  of  a  jail  im[)ris- 
onnient.    In  this  situation  he  must  have  been  wanting  to  himself, 
regardless  of  a  })rimary  law,  tiui  great  law  of  self-preservation,  im- 
planted by  the  linger  of  God  in  the  heart  of  all  his  creatures,  Avhose 
hapj)iness  wa.s  the  benevolent  design  that  ga\  e  l)eiiig  to  the  universe, 
not  to  be  meditating  some  means  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the 
connnunity,  to  extricate  himself  from  almost  intoh'rable  scenes  of  suf- 
fering, to  obtain  a  partial  restoration  to  freedom,  and  a  blessing  com- 
mon to  the  brute  creation,  the  privilege  of  breathing  an  wholesome 
and  pure  air.    Surely  it  must  be  crimes  of  the  blackest  dye,  a  necessity 
for  the  general  good,  that  shall  deny  to  an  Englishman,  und(;r  a  free 
government,  these  conunou  enjoyments.    On  these  ])rinciples,  from 
tlie  advice  of  his  friends,  your  memorialist  ^vas  induced  to  address  the 
lenity  and  justice  of  the  Honorable  Council  of  this  Province,  for  his 
relief  and  the  public  security,  but  as  his  conunitment  ^vas  not  by  this 
body,  they  could  not  with  any  propriety  sustain  his  })etition,  being  no 
ways  privy  to  the  sus[)icIons  he  Avas  under,  or  the  crimes  laid  to  his 
charg(!.    This  t)-ansaction,  and  the  reason  of  the  thing,  necessarily 
refer  him  back  to  the  authority  of  this  town,  to  the  authority  that 
conlined  him,  and  who  alone  can,  with  any  propriety  grant  him  en- 
largement.   Your  petitioner  has  nowhere  else  to  resort;  the  town  are 
ac(iuainted  with  his  conduct,  with  the  alleviating  and  aggravating  cir- 
cumstances attending  it.    lie  relies  on  your  recollection,  repairs  to 
your  goodness,  and  appeals  to  your  justice.    If  his  conduct  has  been  such 
as  to  deny  him  relief  at  this  bar  his  misery  for  the  present -is  perfectly 
conqjlete.    lie  is  now  pleading  for  liberty,  without  which  existence  is 
a  burden,  and  which  you  all  i)rofessedly  Indd  dearer  than  life.     IJe  pleas- 
ed therefore  to  hear  him  with  patience,  to  determine  with  caution,  and 
1) 
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consider  with  attention.  His  cause  is  before  a  people  wliere  liberty  is 
sure  of  finding  protection  and  support,  where  innoceiiey  can  never 
want  friends  and  guardians.  It  would  be  iiijinious  to  your  character, 
a  rellection  on  your  humanity  and  your  justice,  to  sui)pose  tliat  you 
would  wish  your  petitioner  to  suiYer  out  of  j)roportion  to  the  demands 
of  his  crimes,  that  you  would  not  ratlier  spare  the  unfortunate  and 
afflicted,  than  to  add  keenness  to  anguish,  and  make  wretchedness  more 
wretched. 

It  is  only  necessary  therefore  to  convince  you  lie  is  entitled  to  indul- 
gence, that  the  public  will  be  safe,  and  his  enlargement  is  granted, 
lie  does  not  ask  a  restoration  to  your  contidt'uce,  for  this  lie  has  no 
])retensions.  He  does  not  solicit  an  acipiittal  from  the  ciiaiges  he  is 
under;  he  acknowledges  his  im[)rudence,  censures  his  own  condnc!, 
confesses  the  justness  of  your  suspicions,  and  tend^'rs  sullicient  securi- 
ties, lie  asks  not  a  general  eidargement,  he  asks  not  what  every 
Englishman  has  a  right  to  demand,  be  his  crime  ever  so  great,  his  vil- 
liany  ever  so  atrocious,  either  a  trial  by  his  peers,  a  general  bailment, 
or  full  discharge.  Your  petitioner  asks  only  to  exchange  the  walls  of 
a  loathsome  prison,  for  the  Hunts  of  this,  or  a  neighboring  town,  to  go 
from  the  custody  of  a  jailor  to  the  care  of  a  sullicient  number  of  res- 
ponsible bondsmen.  He  tenders  you  sureties  for  his  continuing  within 
j>rescribed  boundaries,  for  his  luiexcejjtionable  behavior,  and  for  his 
appearance  whenever  demaiuled.  It  is  only  on  these  conditions  he 
prays  for  enlargement.  That  this  will  be  safe,  he  even  dares  to  ap- 
j)eal  to  j)recedents,  and  his  })ast  behavior,  bad  as  it  is,  ^^hich  will  give 
some  little  security  for  his  future  conduct.  It  is  always  unfortunate 
when  a  nian  must  vindicate  his  innocency  against  general  presumptions, 
unfortunate,  because  however  faultless,  it  is  sehlom  in  his  power.  IJe 
pleased  to  recollect  circumstances,  and  listen  candidly  to  the  sugges- 
tions of  truth;  if  your  memorialist  is  guihy,  lu;  is  criminal  but  in  de- 
gree, and  the  actions  of  his  life  ought  to  mark  the  degree  of  that 
guilt.  Two  years  have  not  yet  elapsed  since  your  own  unsolicited 
suffrages  bore  testimony  to  the  goodness  of  his  heart  in  a  ])>>litical 
view.  It  is  since  that  period  that  he  has  lost  your  conli<lence,  and 
exposed  himself  to  the  resentments  of  those  Avith  wliom  he  was  \vont 
to  live  in  mutual  good  friendship,  familiarity  and  affection  ;  unhappily 
about  six  months  since  in  the  distresses  of  the  times,  in  the  differences  of 
opinions,  in  the  variety  of  pros})ects,  in  the  uncertainty  of  events,  in  the 
stagnation  of  trade,  at  a  time  when  some  anticipated,  and  many  were 
fearful  of  the  worst  of  consequences,  seduced  by  example,  and  allured 
by  prospects  of  emolument,  in  the  indiscretions  and  spirits  of  youth, 
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be  foolislily  and  iini)ni(li'!itly  left  Worcestci-,  and  found  liis  way  into 
tlie  jdace  gari'isoncd  by  your  enendes,  but  at  tlic  same  time  iidiabited 
by  many  of  your  best  friends.  It  was  not  to  give  information,  but 
purely  fi-om  a  motive  of  prcjcuring  trade.  It  was  not  to  take  arms  in 
oj)|)()sition  to  the  eountry,  as  tlie  event  suHiciently  proves.  He  de*ii^s 
Ids  greatest  enemy,  man,  woman  or  child,  he  challenges  the  world  to 
prove  that  he  did  one  single  act  there,  iidnneal  to  the  public,  l)ut  on 
the  conti'ary,  such  was  his  conduct,  as  in  some  measui-e,  to  render  him 
obnoxious  to  government,  and  to  expose  him  to  its  disj)leasure.  That 
your  memoriidist  was  jjushing  for  trade,  is  a[)parent  from  facts.  It  is 
matter  of  notoriety,  from  the  discouragements  of  a  shipwreck,  from  the 
bad  prosi)ects  of  trade  either  at  Annapolis  or  Canada,  he  returned  to  Bos- 
ton, and  end>raced  the  first  opportunity  to  recover  his  native  town. 
Simply  being  in  this  devoted  towii,  was  deserving  neither  of  })raise  or 
of  blame.  The  criminality  of  an  action  de))ends  entirely  on  its  motive 
and  its  conse(|uences.  Is  there  any  evidence  that  your  memorialist 
either  designed,  or  did  an  injury  to  the  cause  you  are  supporting  ?  May 
not  his  views  have  been  innocent,  he  means  with  respect  to  the  })ub- 
lic?  Is  not  the  presumption  always  in  favor  of  innocence  until  guilt 
ks  proved?  Is  not  the  best  construction  always  to  be  put?  By  what 
then  consists  the  great  guilt  of  your  memoi-ialist  ?  It  is  said  in  repair- 
ing to  l)Oston  contrary  to  restrictions,  and  in  the  seducti(jn  of  one 
Ihidd  a  prisoner  upon  parole,  and  assisting  him  in  his  escape.  The 
former  of  these  charges  he  frankly  confesses,  and  certainly  it  can  never 
be  justified,  but  it  is  rather  a  fault  in  morality  than  a  crime  in  politics, 
for  which  he  must  answer  to  God  and  his  own  conscience.  That  your 
petitioner  was  ))reviously  knowing  to  liudd's  going  off  is  not  to  be 
(h'uied,  but  that  he  either  }»ei'sua'h'd  him  t'j  it,  or  assistc-d  him  in  it,  is 
certainly  fals(!  ;  you  will  consider  the  weight  of  a  person's  evidence,  if 
he  has  forfeited  his  word  and  his  honor,  whether  he  is  entitled  to  full 
credit,  whether  when  retaken  he  would  not  naturally  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain favor,  and  exculj)ate  himself  by  placing  his  crimes  to  the  account 
of  another;  certainly  he  who  excuses  at  the  expense  of  his  Companion 
is  very  suspicious. 

Did  the  misfortunes  of  your  petitioner  stop  here,  his  case  would  be 
less  (lilhcult.  The  ])eculiar  circumstances  attendant  upon  the  attempt- 
(;d  escape  of  another  prisoner  has  its  perplexities.  But  are  misfor- 
tunes a  substitute  for  evidence  ?  Will  not  the  sufferings  of  your 
j)(;litioner  sullice  that  he  ?nust  be  nuide  to  bear  the  crimes  of  every 
offender?  Can  innocency  be  safe,  or  villainy  in  danger,  if  convic- 
tion rests  upon  the  woi'd  of  a  confessed  liar?    Which  of  his  two  sto- 
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ries  is  true,  is  woi-tli y  of  belief  ?  One  is  from  iic(^es.sit y  false.  Tf 
you  are  satisfied  tliat  ho  lies,  that  he  is  iiut  to  he  reuar.led  in  his  last 
account,  is  the  first  entitled  to  your  ereiHt?  ^VonM  \  (»ur  menu )rialist 
liave  liazarded  a  token,  not  only  known  to  his  etjufuh-nts,  Imt  to  the 
Avliole  country  ?  What  suflident  motive  conhl  ha\  e  induced  him  to 
run  such  a  risk  and  to  part  with  his  inone^- ;  if  lie  is  not  to  be  credited, 
where  is  '.he  evidence?  Your  ])etitiontr  a^^erts  that  lie  was  ignorant 
of  the  matter  that  tlic  money  and  tluj  seal  were  stolen,  and  that  he 
complained  of  it  in  time.  If  he  is  now  to  be  con\  ieted  on  a  matter 
of  evidence,  that  wouM  fix  upon  a  |)er>on  of  a  different  character  not 
tlie  sliu'htest  susj)icion,  where  is  the  (-(luality  and  impartialit  v  <>f  that  im- 
proved constitution,  that  kno\\s  of  no  difference  bctwci'ii  any  (»f  its 
fiubjects  ?  If  one  man's  crimes  cannot  l)e  proxcd  bv  e\  idcnce  consisi- 
ent  with  his  innocenc(\  can  another's  bi'  li\e(l  bv  pi'oof  incompat ihl(; 
with  guih  ?  If  this  is  the  cas(;,  innocnicv  is  unsafe,  and  tin  fences 
and  l)arriers  ai;-ainst  vice  are  all  prostrate.  You  will  i-emendjer,  i^en- 
tlemen,  that  the  first  examination  of  the  witness  was  olliclous,  sud(U'n, 
upon  surprise  in  tlie  perturbation  of  hea i-f,  where  \vere  many  leading;' 
({uestions  asked,  and  correspondino-  answei's  ^i\en.  'Jdiat  his  other 
t'.xamiuations  were  upon  recobection,  coolly,  l)e;'ori!  authoritv,  after 
bein<^  solemnly  cautioned  to  (b'clare  the  trulli,  and  that  he  reso- 
lutely persists  in  the  same  stoiy.  is  not  this  altended  \\\\\\  the  best 
clniracteristics  of  truth  ?  If  it  does  not  alford  some  positisc;  j)roof  in 
favor,  does  it  not  take  off  the  force  of  bis  iirst  assertion,  and  leave 
your  petitioner  Mherc;  it  found  him,  and  of  course  jio  objecti(»a  to  an 
enlargement.  Your  memorialist  repeats  it,  his  conlinement  is  not  for 
punishment,  but  for  safe  custotly.  He  has  had  noti'ial,  no  opportunity 
for  a  defence,  nor  any  jmln'ment  aL;\iinst  him,  s])eci fy ini;-  his  crime,  its 
punishnu;nt,  its  nature,  degree  and  dui'ation.  And  it  is  unreasonable 
to  .suffer  the  })enalties  of  a  violation,  before  the  law  has  jn'onounced 
him  a  ti-ansgi-essor,  Ibit  even  a<lmittinL;'  that  a  ]»uni^liment  «loes  not 
necessarily  sni)i)Ose  a  transgres.^ion,  and  a  judgment  of  law,  it  cer- 
tainly has  for  its  object  the  reformation  of  the  olbaider  and  the  terror 
of  others.  When  these  two  ends  are;  ell'ected,  all  the  ends  of  society 
are  answered.  AVith  res{)ect  to  tin;  first,  after  j)ast  experience,  aftei' 
suffering  that  complicated  ti'ain  of  evils  that  have  flowed  from  his 
misjudged  measures,  after  a  con\iction  of  error  fi'oni  feeling  its  bitter 
conse(piences,  jifter  di'inking  largely  of  tln^  ^^ormwood  and  the  gall, 
after  being  driven  and  tossed  about  in  :uixiety  and  distress,  from 
prospect  to  disap])ointment,  from  disai)pointnient  to  despair,  fiom  AVo)-- 
cester  to  Boston,  from  Boston,  in  the  pei'ils,  dangers  and  ^vrecks  of  the 
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sea,  to  Aiinrxi)()lis,  from  tlieiico  to  Ijostoii,  Ne\v}»oit  and  A^oiocster, — 
after  having  ciuUircMl,  with  loss  of  health,  more  tlian  two  inontlis' 
coiitincineiit  in  a  noisome  jail,  ainl  siifl'ered  the  irrej)ai'al)le  hjss  of  the 
eonlidenee  and  aifection  of  his  felh)W  creatures,  after  all  this,  can  anv 
man  in  his  senses  suppose  that  he  will  repeal  those  actions  Avliich  ha\o 
exposed  him  to  such  accumulate(l  misfortunes  ;  or  that  it  is  not  sulli- 
cient  to  warn  and  deter  the  most  undauute(l  and  hardy  from  similar 
practices.  If  then,  the  ends  of  his  conlinem(Mit  can  be  answerctl,  is 
there,  can  there  be  any  })0SbibIe  objections  to  an  enlargement  ?  (Jcn- 
tlemen,  sn{)})Ose  the  a\ orst,  8U})})0se  he  left  AVoi'cestcr  with  rin  evil  in- 
tent, that  he  joiiu-d  the  eneni)'  in  oj)position  to  tlu;  country,  is  it 
impossible  to  ie[)ent?  Is  there  no  indulgence  to  a  returjiing  peni- 
tent? Did  the  I'etiirning  pi'odigal  receive  forgiveness,  baiKpu'ts,  the 
robes  and  the  ring  ?  And  shall  an  unfortunate  adventurci-  receiver 
nothing  but  severities,  chains  and  rigorous  imprisonment  ?  Is  not  the 
language  of  his  I'clnrn  the  voice  of  repeuteiu'O?  Is  there  no  alloAvance 
to  be  made;  for  the  inexj)erience  of  years,  aiul  the  frailties  and  imperfec- 
tions of  short-sighted  mortals  ?  Your  petitioner  asks  for  nothing  out  of 
ycnir  power  to  grant,  consistent  with  tlui  geiu'ral  gootl ;  for  nothing  but 
what  is  supported  by  reason  and  warranted  by  [)recedents.  Out  of  the 
many  examples  adducible  in  point,  he  will  produce;  two  that  may  serve 
as  a  leail  in  the  present  case:  the  one  of  an  early,  the  other  of  a  recent 
date.  In  the  course  of  the  last  A\  inter,  you  all  remember  the  asstx'ia- 
tion  of  a  number  of  persons  at  ^larhhlield  atid  the  bordei'ing  towns. 
The  address  to  the  then  (General  for  troops,  fire  arms  and  anununition  in 
0[)position  to  the  country,  and  the  most  ar^lent  cjitreaties  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  troo})S  were  sent,  they  recei\ed  tin;  arms  and  anunimition, 
banded  with  tlie  regulars  in  hostile  array,  bade  delian(H;  to  the  author- 
ity of  the  people,  and  jdcdged  themselves  for  the  sup])ort  of  ministe- 
rial measures.  After  the  Texington  battle,  they  esi-aped  with  their 
mercenary  companions  to  the  camp  of  your  enemy.  vVbout  ;i  fort- 
night after,  a  part  of  those  were  seen  off  the  coast  of  I\Iarshfi(.'ld,  were 
taken,  carried  to  headcpiarters,  examined,  and  cruitined  only  to  the 
limits  of  particular  towns,  unless  giving  bonds  for  tlieir  future  good 
behavior.  The  other  inst.'im^e  is  one  Jones,  from  the  Eastward,  wdio 
in  the  face  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  declai'iiig  all  })ersons  aiding, 
assisting,  or  any  way  su})plying  the  King's  troops,  eu('mies  to  tlu; 
I)eople  and  traitors  to  the  country,  was  detected  in  sui)plyiijg  by  vessel 
loads,  the  minist(;i-ial  army  with  hunbei',  provisions  and  other  neces- 
saries. He  was  committed  to  jail,  and  ui)on  applying,  lu)  longer  ago 
than  the  last  session  of  ccjurt,  to  the  Ilonorabh;  Council  by  Avhom  he 
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was  examined  and  conHiiitted,  and  wlio  weie  pi'ivy  to  tlic  cliarn^cis 
against  liini,  he  was  admitted  to  hail.  Shall  th()>e  taken  in  arms 
ai^ainst  the  puhlic,  and  in  supplying-  tln-ir  a\  ()\ve<l  enemies,  he  permitted 
oidargement,  and  shall  one  who  has  done  neither,  he  (.-onsi^ned  over 
to  lingerin^j  destruetion  ?  Are  the  accusations  a-^ainst  Aour  p(jtitioner, 
allowiiiij;  the}'  were  all  true,  more  ali'ocitjus  than  the  ahove  erlmes  ? 
Whence,  *hen,  the  discrimination  ?  AVill  a  town  deny  to  it.-,  uww  in- 
liahitant,  ^vhat  the  Generals  of  the  army,  and  the  Council  oi  the  Prov- 
ince, granted  to  greater  oirendcrs? 

Gentlemen  and  fellow  townsmen,  considering  you  have  8uch  prece- 
dents to  follow,  such  authority  to  plead  ;  considering  you  have  am[)le 
security  tendered,  and  the  safety  of  society,  the  ends  of  conlinemenl 
nnd  even  of  punishment  will  all  be  answeixd  ;  considering  no  rank  or 
elevation  in  life,  no  uprightness  of  heai-t,  no  jtrudencc  or  circumspec- 
tion of  conduct  can  give  infallible  security  against  dungeons  and  jails  ; 
considering  the  infirmities  of  the  best  among  us,  the  A  ices  and  ungov- 
ernable passions  of  others,  the  instability  of  all  hun-ian  affairs,  the 
numberless  unforeseen  events  that  the  compass  of  a  year  or  a  day  may 
bring  forth,  which  will  teach  us  candor  and  forbearance;  considering 
the  benignity  of  the  iOnglish  law,  ho^v  ten(h'rly  it  regards  the  libertv 
of  the  subject,  how  ci)m[)assionatel y  it  accomodates  itself  to  the  frail- 
ties and  imperfections  of  humanity,  how  upon  these  principles  it  some- 
times e>:cus(;s,  and  sometimes  mitigates  the  greatest  of  crimes;  when 
lie  considers  the  great  charter  of  freedom,  that  iflorious  institution  in 
defence  of  which  many  of  his  countrymen  are  ha/arding  their  fortunes 
and  jeoi)arding  their  lives,  bi'eathes  nothing  but  liberty  ;  when  he  con- 
siders his  application  is  to  the  professed  disciples  of  Him,  who  by  his 
benevolent  prece{)ts  cultivates  humanity  and  forgiveness,  how  when 
figuring  to  his  followers  the  tremendous  transaction  at  the  tribunal  of 
lieaven,  He  made  kincbiess  to  j)risoners  an  express  condition  upon 
wliich  they  were  to  enter  into  the  glories  of  Jlis  Father;  when  he  con- 
siders all  these  things,  he  is  ready  to  hope  that  yon  will  easily  ad(  pt 
a  measure,  that  nuist  prove  happy  to  yourselves,  useful  to  the  conmmnity^ 
and  necessary  for  your  petitioner,  in  granting  him  enlargement  from  a 
place  where  he  is  losing  his  health  and  contracting  diseases  that  may 
either  snatch  him  away  in  the  vigor  of  years  or  cause  him  to  drag  out 
a  miserable  existence  in  unalleviated  [)ain,  misery  and  distress  ;  your 
petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

WoucESTKH  Jaii,,  Nov.  21,  1775. 


The  jM'ttyer  of  the  ])el itlotier  was  <2;rantc(l,  and  on  the 
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5th  of  December,  after  a  confinement  of  VG  days,  he 
was  removed  to  his  motlier's  house,  and  on  the  15th  of 
December  he  received  permission  from  the  Council  to 
reside  in  Lancaster,  being  required  to  furnish  bonds,  to 
be  tiled  with  the  Colony  Treasurer,  in  the  sum  of  £1000, 
that  he  would  not  go  out  of  the  limits  of  that  town. 

In  January,  1776,  Samuel  Curtis  and  William  Young, 
were  elected  as  magistrates  to  exercise  the  powers  of 
justices  of  the  peace,  for  the  preservation  of  good  or- 
der. 

In  May,  Nathan  Baldwin  w\as  chosen  to  take  acknow^- 
ledgments  of  deljts,  wdiere  the  amount  exceeded  twenty 
pounds. 

The  town  w^as  called  upon  for  l)lnnkets  for  the  army, 
and  twenty-seven  were  immediately  furuislied. 

Men  were  wanted  to  reinforce  the  army  around  Bos- 
ton, and  thirty-two  Ave  re  levied  and  forwarded  from 
Worcester. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  23rd  of  May,  a  motion 
w^as  made  and  seconded  to  see  if  the  town  woukl  sup- 
port Independence,  if  Congress  should  declare  the 
American  Colonies  independent  of  Great  Britain,  and 
it  was  voted  "  that  loe  loUl  sustain  the  measure  with  our 
Hoes  and  fortunes,  and  tluit  the  town  clerk  serve  Mr. 
Joshua  Bigelow,  Bepresentative  for  this  town,  Avith  a 
copy  of  the  vote  for  his  instruction." 

In  June,  56  men  Avere  required  as  the  quota  of  the 
town,  toward  the  formation  of  battalions,  desti?icd  to  co- 
operate Avith  the  Continental  troops  in  New  York  and 
Canada. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  the  County  Convention  of  Com. 
mittees  of  Correspondence  resolved,  that  as  the  Con- 
gress had  established  a  price  for  Bohea  Tea  and  other 


8o 


History  of  Worcester  in^ 


(  Amur  Doiii 
\  177(j. 


articles,  any  one  who  rIiouIcI  charge  a  higher  price  than 
that  estahlished  should  be  considered  an  enemy  to  the 
American  cause  and  treated  as  such,  and  called  on  all 
Committees  of  Inspection  and  people  generally  to  be 
vigilant  in  detecting  such  persons. 

In  July,  men  were  furnished  to  support  the  army  in 
the  Northern  Department. 


CHAPTER  Y, 

Derlanition  of  Inclepondonco — SubsefHiont  celebration  of  tho  event — Calls  for  more  troops 
)>roinptly  iiiet — New  York  sends  its  tories  to  Worcester  jail — AdJret^s  (if  ruuiinittee  of  C'orref  fmn- 
(ionce  reeonimeinling  nilKler  niensures  couccrninj^  sii.-peetej  person?— One  seventh  male  iniiaMtants 
drafted  — E.scapu  and  captiuo  of  a  porrion  (/f  the  New  York  (;i\itives — Town  excited  lieeaii.-'e  of 
change  of  ba-is  of  Ilejire-sentntidn  to  (General  Court — Bounty  Aoted  to  recruits — Money  raised  by 
g 'no  al  tax — Tories  prosecuted — Soldiers  niaieh  to  the  reliet  td'  the  Ndrlhern  army — Anotlitr 
draft— A  coniiiany  march  to  ojijio.vc  Ituigoyiie — Ilmgouu-  s  cajitive  aiuiy  pass  thifui>;h  town  — 
Town  voted  to  appro\e(.f  Confederation  C'f  States — To^^n  voted  not  to  approve  Constitution  recom 
mended  for  State — Hauishment  and  conliscatiou  of  the  property  of  certain  toiii.s. 

The  events  of  the  beccinnino:  of  the  year  ITTi)  hastened 
the  action  of  the  Colonies^  by  which  tlioy  foi'inally  sev- 
ered themselves  from  all  political  connection  with  Great 
Britain.  On  the  4tli  of  July,  the  celebrated  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  adopted  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, assendjled  at  Philadelphia,  It  rehearses  in  con- 
cise and  nnmistakable  language  the  various  tyrannical 
acts  of  the  mother  country,,  and  the  reasons  growing 
out  of  them,  why  the  Colonies  should  be  Free  and  Inde- 
pendent States.  It  was  inunediately  read  at  the  liead 
of  the  army,  and  transmitted  as  speedily  as  possible  to 
the  authorities  to  whom  the  people  had  conlided  their 
civil  interests  in  the  various  sections  of  the  country. 

On  Sunday,  the  14th  of  July,  a  copy  of  this  document 
on  its  Avay  to  Boston,  was  intercepted,  and  read  from 
the  porch  of  the  Old  South  meeting-house  by  Mr.  Isaiah 
Thomas,  and  thus,  for  the  hrst  time  on  Massachusetts 
soil,  that  instrument,  the  key  note  of  which  is,  "  that  all 
men  are  born  free  and  equal,"  and  which  declared  the 
American  Colonies  to  be  Free  and  Independent  States, 
was  read,  and  liberty  proclaimed. 
10 
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Monday,  the  22n(],  was  set  apart  for  the  purpose 
of  celebrating  the  event,  and  the  following  account  of 
the  proceedings  is  from  the  Spy  of  July  24,  ITTG. 

"  On  i\Ionday  last,  a  number  of  patriotic  gciitleincn  of  ihis  town, 
animated  with  a  love  of  their  countrv,  and  to  show  their  api)rohation 
of  the  measures  lately  taken  by  the  Grand  C(juncil  of  America,  assem- 
bled on  ihe  green  near  the  liberty  pole,  where,  after  having  display- 
ed 4he  colors  of  the  thirteen  Confederate  Colonies  of  America,  the 
bells  were  set  ringing  and  the  drums  a  beating;  after  which  the  de- 
claration of  Independence  of  the  United  States  was  read  to  a  hirge  and 
respectable  body,  among  whom  were  the  Selei-tmen  and  Commiftee  of 
Correspondence  assembled  on  the  (occasion,  who  testilicd  their  appro- 
bation by  repeated  huzzas,  liring  of  nuisketry  and  (\-innon,  bonfires  and 
other  demonstrations  of  joy.  When  the  arms  of  that  tyiant  in  r>ri- 
tain,  George  the  III,  of  execrable  memory,  which  in  former  times  dec- 
orated, but  of  late  disgraced  the  coui-t  house  in  this  town,  ^vere  (com- 
mitted to  the  flames  and  consumed  to  ashes  ;  after  wliich  a  select  com- 
pany of  tfic  sons  of  freedom,  repaired  t(j  the  ta\  crn  lately  known  by 
tlie  Sign  of  the  King's  Arms,  whicli  oiUoiis  signature  of  despotisni, 
was  taken  down  by  order  of  the  people,  which  was  chci'rfidly  comidi- 
ed  with  by  the  innkeper,  where  the  following  toasts  were  drank,  and 
the  evening  S{)ent  with  joy  on  the  connnencement  of  the  ha[)p\'  era. 

1.  Prosperity  and  jierpetuity  to  tin;  [Tnited  States  of  ^Vmerica. 
2.  The  president  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Aniei-ica.  o.  The 
Grand  Council  of  America.  4,  His  excellency  Gen.  Washington. 
5.  All  the  Generals  in  the  American  Army.  (5.  Ct)nnHO(lore  Hop- 
kins. 7.  The  olRcers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  Army,  8.  The 
oflicers  and  seamen  in  the  America  navy.  9.  The'  ])at riots  of  Amer- 
ica. 10.  Every  friend  of  America.  11.  George  rejected  and  lib- 
erty protected.  12.  Success  to  the  American  arms,  l.'h  Sore  (;yes 
to  all  tories  and  a  chestnut  burr  for  an  eye  stone.  11.  I'erpetnal 
itching  witliout  the  benefit  of  scratching  to  tlu'  enemies  of  America. 
15.  The  Council  and  Ucj)resentativt^s  of  tlie  Stale  of  .Massachusetts 
Bay.  10.  The  oOlcers  and  soldiers  in  the  JMassachusetts  ser\ice. 
17.  The  memory  of  the  brave  Gen.  A\'"arren.  1<S.  The  memory  of  the 
magnanimous  Gen.  IMontgomery.  11).  Speedy  rcih^nption  to  all  the 
oHicjrs  and  soldiers  who  are  now  prisoners  of  war  among  our  enemies. 
20.  The  State  of  Massachusetts  B;iy.  21.  The  town  of  JJoston. 
22.  The  Selectmen  and  Committee  of  Correo]iondence  for  the  to\vn 
of  Worcester.     23.    May  the  enemies  of  America  be  laid  at  her  feet. 


Anno  Dum. 
177(i. 
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21.  ]\r;iy  tliu  fr(HHlo!ii  hikI  iiulopendency  of  America  endure  till  the 
81111  i^iuws  dim  with  age  and  tliis  earth  i-etiirns  to  cliaos. 

The  <xreatest  decency  and  good  order  was  observed,  and  at  a  suita- 
ble time  each  man  returned  to  his  respective  home. 

On  the  I4tli  of  Jnly;=-  the  county  convention  of  Com- 
mittees of  Correspondence  called  upon  the  Committees 
of  tlie  several  towns  to  ti^msmit  forthwitli  to  the  8t;ind- 
ing  Committee,  tlie  names  of  such  persons  in  their  res- 
pective towns,  as  were  esteemed  to  Ije  notoriously  inimi- 
cal to  the  riichts  of  America. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  September,  the  question  Avas 
suljmitted  whether  the  town  Avould  give  its  voice  toward 
empowering  the  Council  and  House  of  liepresentatives 
to  adopt  such  a  constitution  and  frame  of  government 
as  was  most  conducive  to  the  safety,  peace  and  happi- 
ness of  the  State.  It  was  determined  that,  considering 
so  many  of  the  inha])itants  were  aljsent  in  the  army,  it 
was  inexpedient  to  act  in  the  matter. 

On  the  10th  of  this  mouth  one-fifth  part  of  the  mili- 
tia were  ordered  to  New  York  ;  one-fourth  part  of  the 
remainder  were  required  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  a 
moment's  notice.  Troo])s  were  needed  for  the  defence 
of  Boston  and  other  places  on  the  coast.  Worcester 
met  all  these  calls  promptly. 

The  roll  of  Capt.  William  Gates'  Companj',  in  Col. 
Jonathan  Ilolman's  regiment  in  Chelsea  camp,  New 
York,  Sept.  4,  177G,  gives  the  names  of  fifty-fburf  men 
from  AVorcester. 

Volunteers  from  this  town  mivrched  to  the  relief  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  remained  during  a  portion  of  the 
winter. 

*  Doubtk'ss  an  error,  tlu3  14tli  fell  on  Sunday.  Lincoln  gives  the  above 
date. 

t  Lincoln  ^tatt's  (be  nuinhcr  to  he  35.  Tbc  original  roll  in  possession  of  the 
Aiiu'i  iL'an  AiUi(jnaiian  Society,  gives  54  as  the  mnnbcr. 
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In  Col.  Craft's  regiment  of  artiller}-,  were  t went y- four 
men  from  Worcester. 

In  October,  1770,  a  committee  of  tlie  convention  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  appointed  for  in([uirin<;'  into,  de- 
tecting and  defeating  all  cons|)iracies  ^^■llicll  might  l.)e 
formed  in  said  State  against  the  liherties  of  Americiu 
sent  to  the  care  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of 
Worcestei*,  thirty-one  prisoners  charged  with  tieasonahle 
practices,  who  were  committed  to  the  jail. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  town,  issu- 
ed the  following  in  November. 

I  Fi'om  the  Massjiflinsci ts  Spy,  Xov.  -T,  ITTti.j 
lu  Committee  CIirinil)er,  Worcester,  Kov.  J<S,  1770. 
As  (;xj)e(lient.s  arc  no  Jonger  Avisc,  prude  nt  and  jidlilic,  than  the  rea- 
sons on  which  they  were  founded  exi^t,  and  eiTects  are  rcvei'seij  hv  a 
mutation  oi  causes  ;  as  tlie  (h'niauds  ot  our  e()un(r^'  are  continuall\' 
variuting,  and  tlie  complexion  of  pnhhc  aitairs  incessantly  altei  in*^' ;  as 
our  dan«jjers  and  our  tears  suliside  hy  tlie  ajiproach  of  tin;  enemy,  and 
their  acts  of  (Tnision  have  i)roduced  unanimity  ;  as  the  Kesc)lve  of  the 
State' on  the  8th  of  May,  1775,  was  a  temporary  provision,  and  h;is 
luul  its  operation;  as  the  resolution  of  our  ])redecessors  iu  oHiec,  dis- 
arming and  conlining  to  this  town  a  numher  of  its  iuhnbitants,  was 
expressly  to  prevent  their  joining  our  a\owed  enemies,  and  to  deprive 
them  of  the  means  of  ol»structing-  measures  adopted  for  the  com- 
mon defence;  as  the  suiVering,  servile,  sjuirned  attendance  on  a  pass- 
ing camp,  the  fate  of  the  pari-icides  who  have  joined  the  a^lvorsaiT, 
must  deter  all,  but  the  mad,  from  rej)eating  the  experiment,  and  the 
recent  epistolary  lamentations  of  disappointed  refugees  extorts  the 
Poet's  cry  : 

Ye  Gods !  if  there  he  a  man  I  hate. 

Let  attendance  and  (lepcndence  l>e  his  late. 

As  this  day's  spectacle*  of  wretched,  deluded  ol)jects,  the  i-uined,  exil- 
ed grovellings,  spued  out  of  a  sister  State,  is  a  serious  warning  to  persons 
sporting  with  the  feelings  of  a  whole  continent,  be.tliey  \\hom.  wdiere, 
or  what  they  may,  and  the  Worcester  gaol  jiUed  the  same  engag- 

ing geniuses,  will  remain  a  standing  nn.'mento  of  future  dangei-s  to  the 

*TIiis  day,  about  one  luuulrcMl  torics  passed  tlirouudi  lliis  to\\  ii  under  a  mil- 
itary guard,  on  their  way  to  Exeter. 
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uiifi'ie'.Hlly  ;  :is  the  C(Mi;^-ress  for  llie  Continent  Iiha  c  su])[)0sc(1,  tliere 
were  some  ^vllo  tliron^li  weakness  dfceive  l  otliers,  from  an  apifrcbcn- 
siou  that  l)rltisli  })ower  was  irresistable,  f rlLiiiU-ninL;-  them  into  ojiposi- 
tion,  and  recommended  such  as  subjects  of  kimhies^,  rea>ou  and  re- 
formation ;  as  the  jjrivik-ge  of  re])entini^r  is  one  of  the  most  ])rerious 
indulLi'ences  incident  to  errinix  mortals,  and  when  altmdrd  with  an 
ameinhnent  of  orincijjlc  and  [)ractice,  is  hiiiijiy  for  tlie  mari.  u^.-ful  to 
society  and  [)h'asin<x  to  heaven  ;  as  some  of  tlie  suspected  aic  loud  in  jiro- 
claiminii;  their  aifection  for  tlieir  country,  tlieir  grievauci^  from  a  (Hs- 
arnunl  conlinement  and  their  readiness  for  exertion  in  tlie  ^(  lu-ral 
strn^Lile  ;  as  early  in  the  <lispute,  wlien  the  exi)ediency  of  measures 
was  the  to[)ic  of  the  day  possil/Iy  a  mere  difference  of  opinion  was  the 
too  slender  <iround  of  some  hasty  suspicions,  and  a  sul).■^cl pient  change 
of  sentinu'iit  an(i  coudiict  may  have  laid  the  foundations  lor  foi'^i\e- 
ness  and  fri(Uidshii),  which  are  equally  Christian  and  political  duties;  as 
an  army  potent  cuoul;!]  to  make  all  l-hiropc  li-cmldo,  ami  a  licet  sulli- 
ciimtly  fie!"y  to  ha\e  set  the  seas  on  flames,  haNe  h^^en  able  m  a  sum- 
mer's campaign,  only  to  effect  the  ])o.>se>»iou  of  lines  dc>erted  from 
])olicy,  a  few  (,'vacuat(  d  to'.vns,  the  retreat  of  a  picket  guard,  and  the 
rout  of  an  advanced  detachment,  or  a  i-andtlini:;  party,  by  the  weight 
of  solid  columns  and  lieavy  artillery,  the,  timorous  and  tlui  dc)ubting 
must  have  become  courageous  and  res(d\  ed;  as  the  dis;Ulected  fi't)m 
])rincij)le,  liave  not  now  to  learn  from  the  enemy's  not  altai-king  our 
main  army  oi'  effecting  a  ])rogress  into  the  country,  from  their  hugging 
the  borders  of  the  ocean  under  cover  of  their  iio^tile  arks,  that  the 
conquest  of  America  is  an  event  never  to  be  ex})ected  ;  as  under  such 
circumstances,  joining  the  regulars  would  be  a  jierjietual  exile,  poverty, 
slavery  and  death  ;  and  cooperating  with  fi-eemen,  with  Americans, 
Avould  be;  i'ali<<nal,  manlv,  ti'ium])h,  freeihnu  and  glorv  ;  as  the  |)resent 
struggle  is  bottomed  on  such  princii)les  as  ought  to  make  ewvy  man  a 
i)arty,  and  the  time  is  hastening  when  there  can  be  no  n(;uter,  no 
drones  in  the  hive;  as  the  restraining  an  Knglishman  to  a  single  to\\  n 
is  in  derogation  of  a  common  right,  dei))'I\  ing  him  of  liis  arms,  an  in- 
fraction on  lil)erty,  and  I'ecordirig  him  a  tory,  stamping  him  with  in- 
famy, and  cannot  be  justified,  but  upon  princiides  of  public  necessity  ; 
as  the  prei)aration  for  war  is  a  duty  enforced  by  the  law  (jf  (jur  being, 
and  the  n'eapons  of  death  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  our 
own  and  tlie  lives  of  our  neighbors;  that  the  decei\-er  and  the  dectdveii, 
the  timorous  and  the  obstinate,  the  dissembler  and  the  undeslgning, 
the  alnisive  and  the  well  niearnng,  the  and/ignous  and  the  honest,  may 
all  have  a  full,  fair,  and  ain])le  oj)portunlty  of  gning  full,  fair,  and 
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ample  assurance  of  their  friend^liiji  to  Iiidt'ijeiKlcnce,  and  ilieir  I'eadi- 
ness  to  assist  and  join  tlicir  countrvnien  in  opposition  to  botli  open  and 
secret  enemies;  tliat  the  discontented  may  Ijc  di^armed  ot  e\ery  objec- 
tion, that  every  barrier  to  their  duty  may  be  removed,  and  snitabhi  en- 
coura^Xement  tendered,  and  iinally,  as  a  more  eirectual  ])rovision  is  made 
and  now  makini::,  botli  for  tlie  restraint  and  punishment  of  liim  Avho 
dares  to  be  a  dangerous  man  and  male's  \var  u[ion  tlu'  rights  and  in- 
terests of  rising  States,  either  by  avowed  exertions,  or  conceah'd  nuicli- 
inations,  and  as  no  good  reason  can  be  given  for  continuing  thi;  mere 
existence  of  the  Kesolve  mathj  by  our  pre(hM'essors  aforesaid  : 

Therefore,  llesolved,  that  it  is  int-xpedicnt  that  tlie  Kestdution  of  tlu^. 
late  Committee  of  this  town,  disarming  and  eonllninu-  ;i  numlier  of  its  in- 
habitants be  any  longer  in  foi'ce  ;  that  such  ))er>ons  once  more  be  put 
on  a  standing  with  tlie  rest  of  their  fellow  countrymen,  that  they  be 
allowed  the  i)rivilegrs  of  iMigli^hmen,  of  friends  to  their  countrv,  of 
})assing  where  and  when  they  ph'asc,  until  they  e\  idence  by  their  con- 
duct and  behavior  a  dlO'erent  character,  and  that  such  as  have  arms  in 
the  possession  of  the  Conunittee  may  r<'Ccive  the  same;  by  making  ap- 
plication to  Mr.  IJaldwin,  their  cluiii'man, 

2ridly.  Kesolved,  that  it  be  recommen(h'd  to  all  the  firm  and  ti'ied 
friends  to  their  country,  to  endeavoi-  and  convince  ))ersons  of  every 
degree,  chai-acter  and  complexion,  that  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in  is 
of  too  much  dignity  to  be  sullied  by  I'ashness,  too  important,  too  seri- 
ously im})0:\'ant,  to  be  weakened  by  tumult,  divisions  and  party  sti'ife; 
that  liberty  leceives  strength  and  ^  igor  Irom  prudence  and  considera- 
tion ;  that  justice,  eipiit}'  and  i-egularity,  and  in  some  instances  mod- 
eration, arc  her  dearest  friends  ;  that  she  i-ourts  virtwe  as  her  bosom 
companion,  and  shuns  vice  as  her  dangerous  enemy;  and  thei'efore 
equally  avoiding  feverish  fits  of  ))olitical  heat,  and  [  ]  banish- 

ing from  their  breasts  all  |)ersonal  prejudices,  ]>i'ivate  piques,  narrow 
opinions,  illiberal  distinctions  and  unbecoming  jealousies  ;  disjdaying  a 
magnaTumitKy  proportioned  to  the  importance  and  danger  of  the  st/ug- 
gle,  cultivating  harmony  of  sentiment,  and  unanimity  of  councils,  and 
carefully  distinguishing  1)etween  the  friend  and  the  foe;  that  it  is  wis- 
dom (acting  disci-e(^tly,  firndy,  unitedly  and  spiritedly)  to  recei\'e  all 
such  to  their  favor,  friend.^hij)  and  confidence,  who  will  give  ample  and 
satisfactory  assurances  of  their  readiness  to  join  in,the  (k'fence  of  their 
much  injured  country,  and  their  steady,  peise\ ci'ing  attachment  to  her 
glorious  cause,  at  the  same  time  to  exercise  a  A  igila nt  attention  to  those 
who  continue  notoriously  in  (•)pj)osItion  ;  thoc  who  secrc.'tly  inlluence 
uiuhu-  the  princij)l(!  of  an  elfeeted  neutrality,  and  those  who  labor  to 
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conceal  tlicniselves  iiiuler  :i  despicable  cloak  of  cuiuunu;-  duplicity,  \i 
any  hucIi  there  be. 

3nlly.    Ik'solved,  that  it  ])e  reconmieiidcd  to  the  aood  people  of 
this  town,  that  they  use  their  utmost  endeavor  inuncdiatt-ly  to  equij) 
themselves  Avith  every  implement  of  war,  as  the  necessary  means  of* 
defence  from  a  forei^'n  attack,  or  internal  insurrection. 

Per  Order  of  the  Conunittee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and 
Safety  of  Worcesicr. 

Nathan  Baldwin,  Cliairman. 

Eavly  in  January,  1777,  a  rcHjuisition  was  made  on 
the  town  for  3:^  blankets,  followed  on  the  liOth  I)}'  a  draft 
of  every  seventli  of  the  male  inha])itants  over  IG  years 
of  age,  to  complete  the  (juota  of  ^lassaehnsetts  in  the 
Continental  army,  to  serve  eight  months  at  least. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  12  persons  sent  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  ('onHned  here  foi'  treasonable 
practices  against  the  Colom'es,  In'oke  out  of  the  jail  by 
the  assisttmce  of  some  tories,  but  were  ap[)rehen(led  and 
brought  back  to  prison. 

An  Act  of  the  Genertd  C(nn  t  chaufnuL!:  the  ratio  of  re- 
presentation,  excited  a  great  deal  of  o])position  from  the 
interior  of  State.  The  town  of  Sutton  recouuuended  a. 
county  convention  to  draw  up  a  remonstrance,  and  to 
petition  for  its  repeal.  The  Committees  of  Correspon- 
dence for  the  severiil  towns  in  the  county,  in  convention,  ' 
passed  resolutions  to  the  stime  eifect.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Worcester  on  the  ISth  of  March,  a 
conunittee,  consisting  of  Levi  Lincoln,  Nathan  ])aldwiu, 
and  Samuel  Curtis,  reported  instructions  to  ))e  gi\'en  to 
the  Eepresenttitive  to  the  General  Court  as  follows  : 

''"Worcester,  IMarch  11,  1777.  At  a  town  mcetinf,^  h'gally  warned, 
a  conunittee  was  appointed  to  i)repare  instiaictions  to  be  given  to  the 
K(;presentati\-e  for  the  town  of  Worcester,  i-especting  a  latt;  law  made 
and  passed  in  the  Genei-al  Coui-t,  entillcd,  'An  act  for  the  more  etpial 
representation  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State.' 
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The  committee  hc^'  leave  to  report  as  follows. 

First :  Resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  town  the  said  act  for 
enlarging  the  re])resentation  aforesaid,  was  inipolltie,  unnecessary,  un- 
constitutional and  attended  with  many  eonse([uenees  grievous  to  the 
"  good  people  of  the  inland  }»arts  of  the  State. 

Second :  Resolved,  that  it  he  recommended  to  Josliua  Bigelow,  Escp,  • 
and  he  's  hereh}^  re(|uested  and  desired  tu  use  liis  utmost  endeavor,  at 
the  General  Court  of  this  State,  tu  ohtain  a  I'epeal  oi  the  said  act  he- 
fore  writs  arc  issued  for  a  new  choice  u£  Representatives. 

Resolved,  that  the  town  clerk  furnish  Josiiua  Ijigelow,  Esq.,  with  a 
copy  of  these  resolves  as  soon  as  may  be." 

The  report  was  aceepted  l)y  a  UHaiilnioiis  vote. 

In  February,  a.  recpiisilioii  ])eiiiL;-  made  iipuii  each  (own 
ill  the  State,  ibr  .sliirts,  stock in*>\s  and  other  elothin^■  lor 
the  Massaehtisetts  troops  in  tlie  Continental  army,  AVor- 
cester  sn[)plled  sixty-two  sels. 

On  the  18th  of  ivlarch,  ;i  boinity  of  ,L'l!()  was  voted  in 
addition  to  the  Li,'rants  ol'  thc^  State  and  Coiitimmt,  to  sol- 
diers enlistinij^'  to  iill  the  ([nota  of  tlie  town. 

April  7th.  Jt,was  voted,  that  the  stun  of  jCIOoG.'Js. 
od.  "IW  be  and  hereby  is  granted,  and  that  the  said  sum 
be  tisscssed  U])on  the  })olls  and  estates  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  town,  in  order  to  dctray  the  expenses  of  the 
present  war  with  (Jrettt  ])ritain,  from  the  commencement 
thereof  to  the  present  time,  including'  the  expense  of 
hiring  our  present  quota  of  men  for  lilling  up  the  bat- 
tallions  of  tlie  (Jontinental  army,  and  that  etich  person 
be  aHowed  for  ad  such  })ublic  service  as  he  or  they  may 
have  done  in  the  said  war  since  tlte  commencement 
thereof" 

On  the  10th  of  May,  Cai)t.  Ebenezcr  Lovell,  David 
Bigelow,  Dr.  Joint  Green,  ttnd  E/ekiel  (lowe,  were  cho- 
sen lle[)resentati\'es  to  the  ( Jeneral  (,'ourt. 

On  the  Ibtlt  of  Jnne,      11^47  A\'ere  granted  to  pay 
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bounty  to  such  soldiers  as  have  enlisted  and  shall  enlist 
lor  three  years  or  during  the  ^var. 

In  the  warrant  for  a  town  meeting  to  he  licld  on  the 
IGtli  of  June,  an  article  was  inserted  as  follows: 

'Uh.  For  the  town  to  act  on  a  late  Act  of  the  Oc'iieral  Assembly  of 
the  State,  entitled,  "An  act  for  securini;-  this  and  tin:;  other  of  the 
United  States  against  the  dangei's  to  wliicli  the^y  are  ex])oscd,  by  tlie 
internal  enemies  tliercof,  ;ind  for  the  town  to  do  and  act  thereon  any 
thing  tliat  they  may  thiidv  proper." 

In  accordance  with  this  article,  the  Selectmen  pre- 
sented a  list  of  the  names  of  a  number  of  persons  whom 
they  esteemed  as  enemies,  and  dangerous  to  this  and  the 
other  United  States  of  America,  and  a  number  of  others 
were  nominated  at  the  meeting,  and  the  nominations 
being  seconded,  by  vote  of  the  town  their  names  were 
added  to  the  lists,  agreealjle  to  the  late  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.    The  list  of  names  is  as  Ibllows,  viz: 
Nahum  Willard,  David  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Cornelius 
Stowell,   Jacob    Chamljerlain,   John    Curtis,  Gardner 
Cliandler,  Micah  Johnson,  Joshua  Johnson,  William  Cur- 
tis, Nathan  Patch,  Jose[)h  Blair,  John  Barnard,  Palmer 
Goulding,  Jacob  Stevens,  Joseph  Clark,  and  Jtimes  Hart, 
Jr.    The  town  made  choice  of  Mr.  Willitim  Dawes  to 
collect  the  evidence  against  these  persons,  agreeable  to 
the  Act.    At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  the  oOth, 
the  names  of  Rol)ert  Crawford  and  Mictih  Johnson,  Jr., 
were  added  to  this  list  of  internal  enemies.  Doul)ts 
liaving  arisen  as  to  the  justice  of  this  method  of  convict- 
ing persons  without  a  trial,  or  opportunity  for  defence, 
the  town  clerk  was  directed  to  suspend  making  a  retin-n 
of  the  names  of  these  persons,  excepting  Nahum  Wil- 
lard, David  Moore,  Stimuel  j\Ioore,  John  Curtis,  Willitim 
Curtis,  Micah  Johnson,  Jr.,  and  Bobert  Crtiwford.  At 
a  meeting  held  in  Decemljer,  it  was     voted  to  I'eceive 
11 
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Capt.  John  Curtis,  Nalium  Willard,  David  jMoore,  Samuel 
Moore,  and  Micah  Jolinson,  Jr.,  into  the  town's  liivor, 
and  that  further  prosecntion  against  thcni  as  enemies  to 
the  United  States  of  America  shall  cease,  tliey  paying 
the  costs  that  have  arisen  ah'eady  by  means  of  their  be- 
ing prosecnted  as  enemies  to  the  said  United  States, 
agreeable  to  their  petition." 

A  company  of  men  in  which  were  some  from  this 
town,  left  here  in  July,  to  march  to  the  assistance  oftiie 
army  in  Northern  New  York.  They  were  counnanded 
by  Jesse  Stone  of  the  South  Parisli,  with  Nathaniel 
Harrington  of  Worcester,  as  First  Lieutenant.  Lea\'ing 
Worcester,  they  marched  through  Leicester,  Spencei', 
Brookfield,  Ware,  Ikdchertown,  Amherst,  ILidley,  North- 
ampton, Chesterfield,  Worthington,  l^anesljoro,  \Villiains- 
town,  over  Iloosac  Mountain  through  Pownal  to  1km- 
nington,  the  march  occup}'ing  a  week.  ()n  their  arrival 
they  were  joined  to  Col.  Job  Cushing's  regiment  and 
continued  towards  Ticonderoga,  Tliey  soon  received 
orders  to  return  and  reinforce  Cren.  Stark  without  delay, 
and  arrived  at  Bennington  on  Sunday,  the  day  after  the 
battle,  and  ])erformed  the  duty  of  guarding  the  British 
prisoners.  The  regiment  remained  until  about  the  l^Uth 
of  August,  wdien  they  were  dismissed.  Tlie  compiniy 
returned  to  Worcester  through  New  iNLirlboro,  Coleraine, 
Guilford,  Hinsdale,  Warwick,  Orange,  Athol,  Petershar)i, 
Barre,  Rutland,  and  Paxton,  aii'iving  home  Sept.  L^ud, 
liavino;  been  absent  Avithin  two  da\'s  of  two  months. 

In  August  every  sixth  man  was  di-afted  for  the  North- 
ern army  for  three  months. 

The  successes  of  Burgoyne  caused  much  alarm,  and.  by 
desire  of  Brig.  Gen.  Warner,  a  company  numbering  To 
men,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  Flagg,  with  David 
Chadwick  as  Captain,  marched  as  far  :\s  lladlej',  on  their 
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wjiy  to  Albany.  The  aln nn  li;iviiig  subsiiled  and  the 
dani^er  being  over  they  returned  home. 

Early  in  October,  General  Biirgoyne  and  his  captm^ed 
army  passed  through  town  on  their  way  to  their  impris- 
onment near  Boston. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  £100  Avas  granted  for 
eight  soldiers  to  till  the  (juota  of  the  town. 

An  Act  of  the  General  Court,  providing  for  tlie  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  the  State  debt,  and  restraining  the 
circulation  of  bills  of  less  denomination  than  :£10,  caused 
much  opposition.  A  convention  was  held  in  November, 
and  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  repeal  the  Act. 

In  December,  a  committtee,  consisting  of  William 
Dawes,  Samuel  Brown,  and  Asa  Ward,  was  chosen  to 
j^rovide  for  the  families  of  soldiers. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1778,  it  was  voted  unani- 
mously that  the  Confederation  agreed  upon  by  the  Un- 
ited States  in  Genei'al  Congress  assend)led,  was  agree- 
able to  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  town. 

In  February,  1778,  thirty-seven  men  from  Capt.  Eb- 
enezer  Lovell's  company,  and  twenty-six  from  Capt. 
Joshua  Whitney's  company,  enlisted  for  three  years. 

A  requisition  for  clothing  was  made  in  March,  and  Wor- 
cester furnished  G2  sets  of  shirts,  shoes  and  stockings  for 
the  army. 

A  battalion  being  formed  for  service  on  the  Hudson 
River,  Worcester  furnished  15  men.  Twelve  men  were 
drafted  for  the  Continental  army,  to  serve  nine  months. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  April  loth,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  wdiether  the  inhabitants  approved  or  dis- 
approved of  the  Constitution  or  form  of  Government 
agreed  on  by  a  convention  of  the  State.  At  an  adjourn- 
ed meeting  held  May  19th,  upon  the  question  being  put, 
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there  were  nine  votes  in  favor  of  the  Constitution,  and 
forty-nine  against  it.  At  this  meeting  Samuel  Curtis 
was  elected  Kepresentive  to  the  General  Court. 

Six  men  were  drafted  in  June,  to  join  an  expedition 
to  Ehode  Island  and  four  to  guard  prisoners  from  l]ur- 
goyne's  army. 

On  the  ISth  of  Novend)er,  £(;G0,  ll^s.  lOd.  were 
granted  to  pay  Wm.  Young,  Esq.,  Josiah  Pierce,  Natlian 
Perry,  and  John  Kelso,  for  money  horrowed  hy  them  to 
Y^y  soldiers  enlisted  for  the  town  in  the  Continental 
army. 

The  General  Assemhly  passed  an  Act  forhidding  tlie 
return  of  the  leading  tories  who  had  left  the  State  and 
joined  the  enemy,  and  notifjdng  them  tliat  if  they  were 
found  a  second  time  within  the  limits  of  the  state,  after 
the  passage. of  the  Act,  ihey  should  sivifer  deatli  there- 
for. The  list  of  pei'sons  thus  hanished,  includes  the 
following,  wdio  formerly  resided  in  AWn'cester,  viz:  John 
Chandler,  Rufus  Chandler,  William  Chandlei',  James 
Putnam,  Adam  Walker,  William  Paine.  The  latter  was 
allowed  to  return  to  Worcester  in  171)3,  where  he  resid- 
ed nntil  his  death  in  1833. 

In  March,  1779,  £2,000  w^ere  levied  and  assessed  for 
the  support  of  the  war,  and  the  olhcers  of  the  militia 
were  directed  to  fill  the  quota  of  the  town  for  the  con- 
tinental array  by  enlistment  or  draft. 

In  April,  three  teams  were  required  and  furnished  for 
the  transportation  of  warlike  stores  to  SpringfiehL 

On  the  13th  of  April,  the  General  Court  passed  an  Act 
to  confiscate  the  estates  of  certain  notorious  cons|)irators 
against  tlie  Government  and  Lil}erties  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  recited  that  the 
persons  therein  named,  had  justly  incurred  the  forfeiture 


Anno  T>om.  1 
177'x  ] 


War  of  the  Revolution, 


93 


of  all  their  properties^  rights  and  lihcrties  held  under 
and  derived  from  the  Government  La^vs  of  the  State, 
and  slionld  be  considered  as  aliens,  and  that  all  their 
goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements  should  escheat 
and  inure  to  the  use  of  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  State.  Afterwards,  in  the  same  year;  a  Eesolve  was 
passed,  directing  the  sale  of  the  confiscated  estates  at  pub- 
lic auction,  and  a  committee  Avas  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  the  Resolve  into  effect.  In  accordance  with 
this  Act  and  Resolve,  tlie  property  of  the  Chandlers,  Col. 
Putnam  and  others  was  confiscated  for  the  Jjenehtof  the 
government  of  the  State. 

In  June,  10  soldiers  were  raised  for  the  army,  and  G2 
sets  of  clothinii;  furnished. 

A  contribution  was  taken  in  church,  for  the  relief  of 
tlic  people  of  Newport,  sulfering  from  the  devastations  of 
the  British,  and  £78  were  collected. 

The  Town  obtained  by  loan  £5,200  for  the  payment 
of  bounties. 


C  II  A  P  T  E  R    Y  I 


Convention  t  )  consider  the  question  of  Fiiianeu— Aotioii  of  tho  tr,wii  thereon— County  Convention 
for  the  t-;iu\>;  iiurpn-d  iiml  it-  iiroeeeiliii;^'.->,  lixiiiLT  (irif,'-  ut  l:i)r,.r  aiul  [.ni^hice — Iiclegates  ekotfil  to  a 
Constitiitidiial  Cniivention— Further  re^uiMtions  fur  men  an.l  nuaus  an.<'.\ ere  1 —Hill  of  Ri'j-hts  ami 
Con.-titutiDn  a(a'ei.te.l,  with  M.me  execi,tiniiv  — Fir^t  eleetioii  uuiler  the  Com.-(  itutimi— More  men  ami 
provisions  .supplieil  for  the  army— W'orce-ter  thii.kri  nlie  lias  (-(.n 1 1 il.ii te  J  uiur.'  money  ami  men 
than  her  in-oportion— Surrcmler  of  Cornwallis— Jubilation— Jn^tri'.etiun.-i  to  Kei  retentative  on 
griuvancos. 

A  Convention  of  (lelegates  from  all  parts  of  the  Slate 
asseinljled  at  Concord  on  tlie  l-itli  of  July,  to  adopt 
measures  to  relieve  the  people  from  the  disastrous  ef- 
fects of  the  great  depreciation  of  tlie  currency,  and  the 
high  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  delegates 
from  AVorcester  Avere  Joseph  ljar))ei'  and  David  Bigelow 
Prices  for  the  leading  articles  of  produce  and  merchan- 
dise were  estal)lished,  and  recommendations  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  Correspondence  for  the  several  towns  Avere 
adopted. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  liere  August  2d,  and  the 
doino's  and  resolves  of  the  Concord  Convention  were 
highly  approved,  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  join 
with  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  carrying- 
out  the  spirit  and  intent  of  its  proceedings  and  re  s- 
olutions. A  committee  was  also  chosen,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  William  Stearns,  Nathan  Baldwin  and  Joseph 
Allen,  to  consider  and  report  such  resolutions  as  they 
deemed  proper  to  he  passed  and  entered  into  Ijv  the 
town  relative  to  the  appreciation  of  the  currency,  and 
to  lay  the  same  hefore  the  town  at  an  adjourned  n:ieet- 
ing.    At  this  adjourned  meeting,  held  August  5th,  they 
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reported  the  following  resolutions^  Avliich  were  accepted 
and  adopted  : 

"  Whereas,  the  reinstating  aiul  supporting  tlie  credit  of  our  paper 
currency  is  of  the  highest  inipoi-tance,  in  re^-pect  to  tlic  jjolitica]  sah  a- 
tion  of  the  United  States  of  America, — and  as  it  is  the  dut^-  of  all 
distinct  hodics  in  the  Commonwealth,  as  well  co]-p(»rate  as  indi\  i(hial, 
to  exert  their  ntrnost  efforts  to  carr}-  into  elfcct  a  ])nrpo>c  of  snch  iu- 
disjx'nsihh;  necessity, 

Therefore,  we,  the  inha1)itants  of  the  to\vn  of  AVorcester,  in  town 
meeting  asscmhlcd,  do  res(jl\  c, 

1st.  That  unanimity  and  fortitude  in  cariying  into  cffcclual  execu- 
tion tlie  measure's  so  judiciously  I'econunendeil  and  ni'ucd  hy  the  late 
Convention  ludd  at  Concin'd,  will  he  a  sj)ecitie  ii'Uieih'  and  antidote 
against  the  depreciaticni  of  our  currency,  I'ender  it  of  \alue,  ami  i^ivc 
it  a  })erinane-nt  estahlishment. 

2d.  Ivcsolved,  that  the  liarmony,  unaniuniy  ;ind  ])erreet  coalescence 
of  the  dilTerent  interests  in  the  late  (\)n\enlion  area  .shining  examjile, 
worthy  of  the  imitation  of  tliis  and  our  sisier  Slates,  and  a  hajipv  pre- 
sage of  the;  eltecl  ual  coin[)letion  of  the  design  in  coutcmplation. 

od.  liesolved,  that  as  our  ])ul)lic  alfairs  wei-e  in  a  gieat  degree  re- 
duced to  the  alarming  state  thtiy  were  in,  an<l  the  good  peo])le  of  these 
States  involved  in  the  greatest  danger  l)y  men  destitute  of  all  pi'in- 
ciples  except  those  of  avarice  and  ciriaim\ entiou,  •  , 

Tlierefoi'c,  it  is  our  duty  to  exhihit  those  ^\  ho  shall  continue  in  the 
same  line  of  hehasiorin  tlit;  future,  to  tin;  \\(  \\  of  lln;  public,  that, 
they  may  he  su])jected  to  the  frowns  of  the.  coimmndty  and  hrandeil 
with  infamy. 

■1th.  As  many  of  the  respeetahle  )nerchants  and  fair  traders  have 
retired  from  business,  their  places  have  been  supplie<l  hy  an  augment- 
ed number  of  hxaists  and  c-mker  worms  in  hinnan  form,  'who  ha\e 
increased  and  proceede<l  along  the  I'oad  to  ]»lunder.  until  they  have  be- 
come odiously  foi midable,  and  their  contaiiious  iniinenct'  dajigeronslv 
pi  o\  alent, 

Therefore,  Resolved,  lliat  such  |)ersous  ought  not  to  bi;  adiuitted  to 
b(;ar  a  part  in  any  me)<;-antile  consultations,  but  shouM  be  considered 
pestilential  mushrooms  of  ti'adi^  whicli  ha\e  come  up  in  'the  night  of 
l)ublic  calamity,  and  ought  to  [X'l'ish  in  tiie  same  night. 

"Whereas,  regrators  in  the  ]>nblic  market,  forestallers,  engross- 
ej-s  of  the  produce  of  the  country',  and  higiilers,  ha\  e  had  a  grc'at  shai'e 
in  depreciating  the  public  currency  by  ihi'ir  pernicious  practices, 
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Kcsolvcd,  tliat  all  .siicli  i)orsons  ar(^  i^'uilty  u["  a  (laii^-eroiis  opjjosition 
to  the  measures  iic(.'essary  to  promote  the  well-lH'iiig  and  ])ro>|)erity  of 
this  country,  and  ou^ht  to  he  subjected  to  the  resentment  and  indiii,- 
iiatiou  of  the  puhlic,  whether  their  conduct  })roieeds  from  a  general 
disaU'ectioH  to  public  measures,  and  the  rnde[)endeuce  of  these  States, 
or  fruui  private  motives  of  sordid  avarice. 

Gtli.  And  as  ther(!  Is  another  set  of  persons  e(pially  atrocious,  and 
dangerous  offenders  against  tlie  safety  of  tlie  country,  viz  :  those  who 
withhold  corn,  and  other  necessaries  of  life. 

Resolved,  that  whoever  refuses  to  sell  the  sur|ilns  of  the  product;  of 
liis  farm,  and  retains  the  sanu;  to  ])rocure  a  higher  })rice,  by  means 
of  an  artilicial  scarcity,  is  ^•ery  ci-iminally  accessory  to  the  calamities  of 
the  country,  and  ought  to  be  subjected  to  those  penalties  and  disabili- 
ties which  are  due  to  an.iuvetcrate  eneni}'. 

7th.  IvL'solved,  that  we  shall  consider  any  fi'audulent  subterfuge, 
or  artful  evasion  of  (he  rules  and  arraugcniciits  tliiit  shall  bo  m;ide 
here  in  conformity  to  the  measures  r^'connnendcil  by  the  Convention, 
as  eijnally  criminal  with  a  dii'ect  \  ioI;itiou  oL'  iho  express  letter  of 
sucli  rules  and  regulations. 

(Sth.  And  whereas,  this  town  has  clio->t-u  a  large  C'orwmittee  of  In- 
spection to  join  will),  aid  and  a>slst  the  (  'onuniltee  (d"  Correspondence 
in  carry  ing  into  e\e<aition  such  lade-,  and  regulations  as  shall  be  made 
here,  agreeable  to  the  proceedings  and  resolulions  of  said  Con\  entioii, 
we  (h)  resoh'e  to  sU])[)ort  said  Conuuitlee  in  the  full  and  complete  dis- 
charge; of  their  duty  in  this  behalf,  so  long  a»  such  nu-asures  shall  be 
d(.'emed  necessary  \\\  the  public. 

0th.  liesolved,  that  this  to\vu  will  elect  tielegates  to  meet  in  an- 
other Convention  at  Concord,  at  the  time  and  for  the  pui'[)o^e  b}'  the 
Lite  Couvention  recommended. 

lOtli.  Jvesolved,  that  as  this  town  is  full}^  sensil)h;  of  the  necessity 
of  the  different  interests  harmoni/ang  and  acting  in  fidl  concert  with 
each  other  for  the  ac('C(jmplis!inu'nt  of  (he  ha])[)y  purposes  aioienien- 
tioned,  we  will  exert  oursehcs  to  the  utmost  of  our  [)o\ver,  to  cement 
that  union  which  so  ha[)i)ily  subsists  between  the  fair  and  upriglit  mer- 
chant and  the  honest  yeomanry  of  the  State." 

A  Cuimty  Cuiiveutioii  composed  of  delegates  fi'()iii 
the  several  towns  was  held  Aiigtist  o  1st,  1771),  Tor  the 
purpose  ol'cai'rjing  into  elteet  the  iiieasiires  recommend- 
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cm]  by  Congress  to  tlio  inhaljitants  of  the  United  States, 
and  l)y  the  Convention  at  Concord  to  the  people  of  this 
State.  Thirty-eiglit  towns  were  represented.  An  ac- 
count of  their  proceedings  folhjws. 

''The  deloi^.'ites  from  a  lar^^c  majority  of  tlie  towns  witliiii  tlie 
t'uiiiity  of  AVorccster,  iu  coiise(|uciicc  of  the  late  resolves,  atldress,  i^cc.  . 
of  a  State  Convention  held  at  Concord  on  the  \\\\\  nit.,  to  m.iniiV'St  onr 
liearty  acqniescenee  in  tlieir  wise  and  salutary  measures  there  a<,n-eed 
upon,  and  as  firm  friends  to  the  sacred  and  impoi'tant  cause  of  our 
distressed  country,  to  use  our  most  vigorous  efforts  for  removiuf,^  as  far 
as  in  us  lies  that  cloud  of  impending  ruin,  which  at  present  hovers 
over  onr  country  by  means  of  the  amazing  de[)reciation  of  ourcurren-. 
cy,  and  the  exorbitant  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  ;  having  carefully 
and  deliberately  considered  those  important  matters,  have  determined 
upon  the  following  resolutions,  whirh  they  conceive  must  have  a  teti- 
dency  to  answer  the  desired  end,  and  hope  they  "will  a])ptar  to  every 
friend  of  Ids  country  to  be  calculated  for  securing  the  pulitical  salva- 
tion thej'cof. 

1.  Ivesolved  unanimously  (as  our  opinion)  that  from  and  after  the 
publication  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention,  the  following  en- 
numerated  articles  of  merchandise  and  country  produce  be  not  sold  with- 
in this  county  at  a  higher  price  than  is  hereafter  allixed  to  them,  Jior 
any  l;d)()r(.'r  or  mechanic  lake  a  higher  price  for  his  or  her  service  than 
is  here  s[)eci(ied,  viz  :  Indian  Corn,  £3  125.  i)er  bushel;  live,  £5  2s. 
])er  bushel;  AVheat,  £8  2^.  ;  Oats,  £l  1(>5. ;  l>eef,  hs.  iUL  jjer  lb.,  until 
the  1st  of  September  next,  and  l^.  Gt/.  afterwards;  Lamb,  ]Mutton  and 
Venl,  oS.  (jd.  ;  Butter,  i]s.;  Cheese,  ijs.  (jd. ;  Vegetables  iu  proportion; 
Cider,  £-4  per  barrel ;  Hay,  £1  10s.  per  cwt. ;  Shec])'s  wool,  £1  4s. 
per  11).,  in  the  lleece  of  the  best  quality  ;  Flax,  12^.  ;  Laborers  in  Hus- 
bandly £2  146'.  per  day,  in  the  best  i)art  of  the  season,  and  at  other 
times  in  the  usual  proportion  ;  Women's  labor  £2  per  week,  weaving 
[>s.  per  yd.  wdde  tow  cloth,  and  all  other  Aveaving  in  the  usual  propor- 
tion ;  Teamsters,  £1  i)er  mile  for  carrying  a  ton  gross  weight  and 
loaded,  one  way;  Horse  keeping  I5s.  per  Jiight  by  hay,  ^s.  by  grass  ; 
Keeping  a  yoke  of  oxen,  £1  j)er  night  by  hay,  and  lUs.by  grass; 
(iood  common  dinner,  13^.  and  all  other  victualling  in  the  usual  pro- 
portion ;  Lodging  35.  per  night;  West  India  Flip,  Ids.  per  mug ; 
West  India  Toddy,  1!')S.  per  bowl  ;  New  Fngland  Flip  or  Toddy,  12s. 
])er  mug  or  bowl;  Cider,  os.  per  mug;  All  other  liquors  in  small 
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quantities  in  the  usual  proportion;  Green  Hidt.'s,  \s.  i)er  Ih. ;  Sole 
Leather  £1  per  lb. ;  Men's  best  .shoes,  £0  j)or  pair;  Shoeing-  liorses 
£4  all  round  witli  steel  at  toe  and  heel  ;  A  narrow  axe  ot.'  tlui  l)est 
(jnality  £G  ;  Best  Salt  £12  per  bushul,  hfty  miles  from  market  ;  'West 
India  nmi,  £G  per  gall;  New  England  ruin,  £">  'Is.;  Good  Yarn 
Stockings,  £3  12s.  per  pair.  The  labor  of  meclianics  to  be  in  the 
usual  proportion  to  the  labor  of  farmers." 

Resolutions  were  passed  recommendiiiLi-  to  the  iiili;i))it- 
ants  of  each  town  in  the  county  to  lix  the  jn^ices  oC  the 
more  minute  articles  of  Lihor,  prochice,  kc..^  and  also 
recommending  each  town  to  choose  a  large  Connuittee 
to  see  that  these  Resolves  were  eHectually  carried  into 
execution,  and  to  deal  with  every  ])erson  who  should  he 
guilty  of  a  hreach  of  these  Resolutions^  as  an  enemy  to 
this  conntry.  The  utmost  inianiunty  [ind  cordi;dity 
marked  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention.  Levi 
Lincoln,  Joseph  Allen,  and  David  RigeloNV  were  chosen 
deleo-ates  to  a  Convention  for  framini!'  a,  Constitution. 

On  the  IGth  of  August,  £892,  Itis.  Avere  granted  to 
pay  for  the  shirts^  shoes  and  stockings  to  he  procured 
for  the  soldiers. 

Septemher  14th,  a  requisition  was  made  for  31  hlankets. 
Eight  soldiers  Avere  raised  Septemher  2Lst,  for  the  Rhode 
Island  service  at  an  expense  of  £610.  Thirteen  men 
were  sent  to  join  Gen.  Washington  on  the  JIikIsou  Riv- 
er, and  £2,515  were  i»:ranted  to  reimhurse  the  Couimit- 

"  /  CD 

tee  for  money  ptiid  out  for  hire,  Ijounty  and  mileage. 

Li  May,  1780,  the  town  furnished  \  o  sets  of  Idankets, 
shirts  and  stockings. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  Samuel  Curtis  was  chosen  Repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Court. 

On  the  29tli,  £290  were  granted  t;)  procure  men  to 
do  duty  at  Rutland,  and  £750  for  the  liire  of  sohhers. 
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The  IVill  of  Rio-lits  and  Frame  of  Government  was 
siilnuitted  to  the  people  of  the  town,  and  after  liaving 
been  read  paragraph  by  paragraph,  it  was  ^' voted  to  ae- 
cept  thereof,  exeept  the  od  and  20tli  artieles  in  the  Bill 
of  IJights,  the  4tli  artiele  of  the  1st  seetion  in  chapter 
Lst  of  the  Con,  titntion,  the  1st  article  of  the  3d  section 
in  the  same  cliapter,  the  Otli  article  of  the  same,  the 
Tlh  article  of  the  1st  section  of  the  2d  chapter,  and  the 
od  and  7th  articles  of  chapter  Gth,  which  tlie  town  dis- 
approve of  in  their  i)resent  form." 

In  June,  22  men  were  furnished  for  six  months'  ser- 
vice. In  July,  28  men  were  raised  for  three  months, 
and  five  men  for  duty  at  Springileld  ;  twelve  horses  were 
provided  for  transportation  and  cavalry  service. 

£30,000  were  granted  July  20th,  for  the  purpose  of 
pa}'ing  the  six  and  three  months'  men  their  advance 
money. 

The  first  election  imder  the  new  Constitution  took 
place  in  September,  and  in  this  town,  resulted  in  a  v^ote 
of  [){\  for  John  Hancock  for  Governor,  and  20  for  James 
liowdoin. 

The  town  being  required  to  furnish  her  qnota  of 
17,040  pounds  of  beef  for  the  army,  an  assessment  of 
£52'J  4s.  w^as  voted,  October  23d.  £02  lis.  3d.  addi- 
tional were  granted  in  Novemljer.  On  the  2d  of  De- 
cendjcr  a  requisition  being  made  for  20  men  for  the 
army,  and  great  difhculty  being  experienced  in  obtain- 
irc  them,  the  citizens  w^ere  divided  into  20  classes,  ac- 
cording  to  the  amount  of  taxes  paid,  and  each  class  was 
rc(prn'ed  to  fmaiish  one  man.  Any  wdio  should  refuse  to 
contribute  their  share  towards-  the  amount  required, 
wxMx^  to  be  reported  to  the  assessors,  and  the  sums  due, 
were  included  in  the  next  general  tax.  By  this  means 
the  men  were  procured. 
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£  1270  3.S.  3:1.  were  gmnterl  January  21st,  ITSl,  for  llie 
town's  (luota  of  l)eef,  and  on  Feb.  Otli,  c£o39  O.s.  l-d.  to 
(ILscliarge  contracts  made  with  the  G  and  3  months'  men. 
June  22nd,  a  re([uisition  was  made  for  Ijlankets,  and  00  sets 
of  articles  of  clothing.  July  0th,  £400  in  gold  or  silver 
were  voted  for  the  purchase  of  beef  in  accordance  with  a 
requisition  of  June  22th.  On  the  23rd,  £414  in  hard 
money  were  granted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  soldiers. 
Aug.  Gth,  £107  10s.  in  gold  were  voted  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  for  the  horses  that  the  Selectmen  had  procured 
the  year  before,  iiccording  to  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Court.  On  the  loth,  £110  5s.  4d.  in  uold  were  voted 
for  the  purchase  of  the  town's  quota  of  clothing. 

The  people  of  Worcester  feeling  that  they  had  ])een 
called  upon  for  more  than  their  just  pi'oportion  of  money 
and  men  in  support  of  the  war,  instructed  Samuel  Cur- 
tis, Esq.,  Representative,  on  the  30lh  of  August,  to  \\\\ 
the  following  petition  l)e(bre  the  General  Court. 

''To  the  Honorable,  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Rei)resentative.s  of  tlie 
Comniouwealili  of  jMassaehusett.s,  in  General  Court  as.sciiililc<l. 

Tlie  Petition  of  tlie  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Worcester,  liuin1)]y 
sheweth  : — ^Tliat  for  several  years  last  past,  your  ])L'titioiiers 'ha^  e  Ix'eii 
called  upon  by  Goveriunent,  for  larger  sums  of  niDiiey,  ami  lircatei 
numbers  of  soldiers  than  their  just  proportion,  which  they  eau  make 
evidently  to  a[)pear  if  your  Honors  would  iiidiiliie  them  with  an  op- 
portunity therefor.  Y(nir  petitioners  ha\  e  h(;rctofore  applied  to  your 
Honors  for  relief,  but  are  informed  that  their  omission  in  not  return- 
ing a  valuation  in  the  year  1778,  bars  them  from  a  possilnlity  of  ic- 
dress  ;  a  circumstance  so  mifortunate  to  your  [letitioners  as  compels 
them,  as  well  to  vindicate  themselves  from  any .  sup})osed  coiitumacv 
towards  Government  as  to  open  a  way  to  their  i-elief,  to  state  that 
matter  in  its  just  light.  The  town  knew  nothing  of  the  omission  of  the 
assessors  with  respect  to  the  valuation  l)efore  mentioned,  until  a  dis- 
])ro})ortionate  assessment  led  them  to  iiKpiire  tin;  cause  ;  your  [»etition- 
ers  afterwards  called  upon  the  assessors  whose  dnt}-  it  was  to  have  re- 
turned the  valuation,  to  declare  their  ino!i\es  for  the  su])})Ose(l  neglect, 


Anno  T)om.  ) 
1781.  ) 


War  of  the  Revolution. 


lOI 


and  were  by  them  iiiioniietl  that  the  onlers  for  takhio-  a  new  vahia- 
tion  did  not  reach  them  in  season  ;  your  petitioners  would  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  admitting  tlie  assessors  were  cul})al)le,  as  it  was  witli- 
out  the  consent  or  even  knowledge  of  the  town,  yet  in  their  apprehen- 
sion they  have  a  full  claim  to  be  considered  and  relieved  in  the  ])rem- 
ises.  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  again  most  earnestly  pray  yonr 
Honors  to  take  their  case  into  your  wise  consideration,  and  as  they 
wish  not  to  elude  the  burthen  of  the  day,  that  a  full  inquiry  may  be 
made  as  to  the  justice  of  their  complaint,  and  that  they  may  exi)eri- 
ence  that  equity  which  they  apprehend  their  case  entitles  them  to,  both 
with  respect  to  future  taxes  and  those  that  have  been  made  since  the 
last  general  valuation,  and  as  in  duty  bound,  your  petitioners  bludl 
ever  pray." 

The  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown,  liaviii^j; 
taken  place  on  the  10th  of  Octoljer,  1781,  the  Ma.ssa- 
cliusetts  Spy  of  Nov.  8th,  announced  the  event  in  lan- 
guage at  once  extravagant  and  expressive. 

"  On  Friday  evening  arrived  in  this  town  a  further  contirmatior, 
with  some  of  the  articles  of  capitulation  (as  published  under  the  Hart- 
ford head)  of  the  surrender  of  Lieut,  (ieiieral  Edrl  CornwaUis  and 
his  Whole  A?'))it/,  composed  of  the  flower  of  the  ])ritish  troops  in 
America,  to  the  allied  army,  commanded  by  onr  illustrious  General 
AVashington,  and  the  lleet  of  his  Most  Christian  ^Majesty,  conunanded 
by  Count  de  Grassc  ;  an  event  that  must  affect  e\  eiy  patriotic  Ameri- 
can with  joy  and  pleasing  sensibility.  In  consequence  of  this  glorious 
intelligence,  yesterday  morning  was  ushered  in  by  ringing  of  bells,  (Us- 
charging  of  cannon,  displaying  of  colors,  attended  with  the  shouts  of 
a  grateful  populace,  and  even  Aurora  advanced  and  unlocked  the 
ruddy  gates  of  the  morning,  with  a  sympathetic  smile.  At  noon  a 
number  of  gentlemen  assembled  and  dined  together  at  the  Sun  Tav- 
ern, after  which  the  following  toasts  were  draidv,  with  the  discharge  of 
cannon.    In  the  evening  were  illuminations,  &c. 

1.  The  Sages  of  America  iu  Congress  as8eml)led. 

2.  America's  Royal  friend,  his  jMost  Christian  ^Majesty. 
o.    The  Saviour  of  his  Country,  General  AVnshington.  ' 
4.    The  Illusti'ious  Count  de  Grasse. 

i").    The  Victoi-i(Kis  Genei'al  Greene,  and  his  band  of  Ib'roes. 

(».    Our  lirethren  iu  the  Held. 

7.    Tlic  Army  and  Navy  of  our  brave  Allies. 


I02  Ilisfoiy  of  Worcester  in  {  ■^"its!!""' 

H.  oNLiy  every  Ainericau  Soldier  be  :i  ITretor  mid  liis  wife  :i  J'eiiel- 
opc* 

1).  The  memory  of  those  Heroes  Avlir)se  Ijlood  lins  iiourislied  oiir 
Tiidepeiidc'iice. 

10.  The  fi-ieiids  of  America  tliroiiL,dioiit  tlie  Globe. 

11.  IMay  America  ever  breeil  a  race  of  Heroes,  wlio.se  actions  will 
be  sounded  in  the  'J'runip  of  Famc^ 

12.  ^lay  America  support  her  Independence  niitil  the  i-avai^os  of 
timcj  shall  annihilate  the  World. 

I.  J-  ]\ray  meek-eyed  lV>ace,  sn[)ported  ])y  lloiior  and  CJloiy  soon 
fertilize  the  deserts  of  America." 

*  Thoiii;]!  \vi!  are  s(MisiI)le  tliat  reni-lopi'  was  not  tlu'  v.  iC.'  of  TTcetoi-,  ^-I't  Iicr  hie 
aiul  her  Ibrtuue  were  more  cuiisonanL  ti>  (jur  Avi.->lie>  lliau  that  ol'  Adioinarhe. 

The  Oenei'iil  Court  liavinLi'  passed  nii  Act  imposing 
duties  on  spiritoiis  ]i(pioi's,  teas,  kv...^  the  town,  through  ji 
Connnittee  consisting  of  Timothy  Paine,  Esq.,  Nathan 
liiddwin  and  Cornelius  Stowell,  instructed  Samuel  Curtis, 
Es(|.,  Jtepresentative,  to  eruleavor  to  have  the  A<'t  re- 
petded 

Six  nuni  were  drafted  for  the  army  in  jMai'cli,  ITSl^, 
this  l)eing  the  last  re(piisition  made  ou  this  town. 

A  ])etition,  signed  l)y  Ehene/er  Loved,  David  Moore, 
Asa  jMoore,  l\o))ert  Snuth,  Josejdi  ]Kiil)er,  Nathaidel  Har- 
rington, Nathaniel  l]rooks,  Ephraim  Glider,  Moses  Mider, 
and  John  Mower,  was  presented  to  tlie  Selectmen  on 
the  ISth  of  May,  praying  that  a  town  meeting  ndght  he 
called  lor  the  ptn-})0se  of  insti'ucting  Mr.  Curtis,  the 
llepresentative,  to  endeavor  to  ojjttun  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances, which  they  considered  they  were  lahoring  under. 
]n  accordance  with  this  petition,  a  meeting  wtis  held  on 
the  8th  of  Jiuie,  and  the  following  instructions  \vere  re- 
ported and  tidopted. 

"WoROKSTKK,  June  8,  17d2. 

To  S.v^rul:L  Curtis,  Esq. 

"Sir:  We,  rei)osing-  special  trnst  and  conlidcncc  in  yonr  <ii-eat  pa- 
triotism, conduct  and  fidelity,  Ikiac;  flcclcd  yon  to  ii'pri;>»Mil   u>  in  the 
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Great  and  General  Court  tlio  present  year  ;  nol  witli^tanding^  onr  reli- 
ance on  yonr  ^^  isdoni  and  in(('i;i-ity,  w  c;  tliinlv  it  nei't'ssar\"  hi  instruct, 
you  ndative  to  sonic  }»articnlar  matters  of  grlcsanee,  which  ^vo  think 
wo  hd)or  under,  viz  : 

1.  That  a  Hecciver  General  of  tliis  extensive  Gonnnonwealtli 
should  lie  II  diistice  ot'  tlie  J'leas  in  tlie  county  of  Midtllc>e\,  liy  Avhich 

is  rendered  niial)le  to  attend  his  (.)niee  as  Treasurer  ot  tlie  Goni- 
momvealth,  during-  the  time  lie  alteuids  the  courts  in  said  <.•ollllt^',  by 
Avhich  many  persons  have  been,  and  others  no  donht,  ^\  ill  he  j)ut  to 
eonsiderahle  expenst>,  besides  loss  of  time  and  disappointment,  who 
have  Inisiness  witli  him  as  Treasurer. 

2.  As  there  is  a  recommendation  of  Coiiuress,  that  such  ollicers  as 
have  been  derantied,  and  not  in  actual  ser\  ice,  ha\e  halt  ])a\'  diirinu' 
life,  if  said  recommendation  has,  or  should  take  place,  ^\  e  lo(»k  n[)(»n  it 
as  a  great  grievance. 

o.  That  the  members  of  the  General  Court,  Avhen  acting  as  com- 
mittees of  the  same,  havt'  lai'ge  wages  o\-er  and  abo\e  their  pay  as 
liepresentatives,  is  a  grievance,  which  w^e  justly  complain  of. 

-1.  I'hat  Representatives  having  nine  shillings  per  day,  considering 
the  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  dilliculty  (;f  obtaining  thereof,  IjciuLi" 
almost  double  what  they  formerly  had,  when  money  w  as  much  pleiitier 
and  easier  to  be  had,  we  think  a  grievaiu'e. 

r>.  "^\''e  think  it  a  great  grievance  that  there  has  n(»t  been  geiieial 
settlement  with  the  'J'reasurer  of  this  Common w  call li,  and  with  all 
others  Nvho  have  been  entrusted  with  the  ex[)enditure  of  public  nuuiies, 
and  liave  not  accounted  for  the  same. 

G.  We  think  it  a  grievance  that  the  state  of  the  Treasury  is  not 
known  to  the  iidiabitants  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  would  have  yon 
use  }'oui'  influence,  that  in  future,  the  CJeiiei'al  Court  tiaiismit  to  e\ei'y 
town,  annually,  an  account  of  the  ex[)eii(litiii'es  of  all  public  money. 

7.  As  the  sitting  of  the  General  Coni't  in  the  tow  n  of  Uoston,  is 
attended  with  many  inconvenieiies,  we  think  said  Court's  sitting  in  said 
town  a  grievance. 

tS.  That  the  sitting  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  General 
Sessions  of  the  J*eace,  at  the  same  tinu-,  much  interfere  w  ith  each  other, 
by  which  means  the  county  is  put  to  the  cost-  of  paying  many  dusti(.'es 
many  days,  when  much  less  time  ^vould  ans\\er  tli<'  purpose  as  well. 

1).  It  has  been  represented  that  theri'  ha\(;,been  lai'ge  grants  of 
land  made  to  Alexander  Shepai'd  and  others,  l}ing  in  the  old  Pro- 
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viuco  of  Elaine,  that  there  has  not  been  a  more  strict  en(]ni)'y  made 
whether  then-  chiims  do  not  far  exceed  their  original  grants,  is  com- 
jdained  of. 

These,  Sir,  are  onr  sentiments  as  mattei's  of  grievance,  which  we  in- 
struct yon  to  ,ise  your  utmost  exertions  to  guard  against,  and  obtain  re- 
dress, as  becomes  an  individual  member  of  the  GeneJ'al  Asseml)ly." 


CH  APT  Ell  VIL 


Slavery  abolifiliud  l>y  dL'ti-^iou  of  tho  C(nirt  lit  Worcester— Tru;ity  of  Peace— t'cleliration—'flio 
(lucstiuii  of  aliscutees  and  refugecij  eoiisidi  rud . 

TJie  subject  of  slavery  had  for  a  long  term  of  years 
caused  much  uneasiness  among  the  people.  The  hearts 
aiul  mhids  of  patriots  and  philanthropists  liad  been  ({uick- 
eued  to  a  sense  of  the  atrocious  Avickedness  of  man  hold- 
ing property  in  man,  and  the  public  conscience  was 
gradually  becoming  susceptible  to  appeals  for  its  aboli- 
tion. 

The  tragic  Avas  never  sanctioned  in  this  Province,  and 
under  the  Colonial  and  Provincial  Charters  the  slave 
trade  was  deprecated  as  a  disgrace  to  humanity.  The 
holdino;  of  slaves  was  not  (general,  1jeini»:  confined  to  tlie 
wealthier  classes. 

In  1707,  Joshua  Bigelow,  Representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  had  been  instructed  to  use  his  inlluence  to 
'••  obtain  a  law  to  put  an  end  to  the  unclu^istian  and  im- 
])olitic  practice  of  making  slaves  of  tlie  human  species 
in  this  Province." 

In  1774,  it  had  been  resolved  in  a  County  Conven- 
tion held  in  this  town,  that  we  abhor  the  enslaving  of 
any  of  the  human  race,  and  particularly  of  tiie  negroes 
in  this  country,  and  that  whenever  tliere  shall  be  a  door 
opened,  or  opportunity  presented  for  anything  to  be  done 
towards  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes,  we  will  use 
our  inliuencc  and  endeavor  that  such  a  thing  may  be 
brought  about." 
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The  new  Constitution  of  1780,  bad  in  its  first  article 
declared  tliat    all  men  are  burn  free  and  e(jual/' 

In  1783,  final  judgment  was  given.  A  citizen  was 
(charged  with  beating  and  imprisoning  a  negro  servant 
whom  he  claimed  as  his  slave.  The  public  would  not 
overlook  the  oifence,  and  the  case  was  tried  and  .judg- 
ment rendered  in  Worcester.  The  defendant  was  found 
guilty  and  lined  forty  shillings.  This  decision  was  the 
downfall  of  the  system.  Many  who  had  been  in  l)on- 
dage  continued  as  servants  in  the  liimilies  of  their  mas- 
ters, and  the  institution  died  an  easy  death.=^= 

The  preliminary  treaty  of  peace  having  been  signed 
in  November,  1782,  and  a  cessation  of  hostilities  having 
been  proclaimed  in  the  American  Army,  on  the  IDth  of 
April,  1783,  preparations  were  made  ibr  a  pro[)er  cele- 
bration in  this  town  of  the  return  of  peace.  Tlie  fol- 
lowing account  is  from  the  "Spy"  of  May  8,  1783. 

"The  gentlemen  of  tliis  town  liiivin*^-  fixed  ui)on  tlie  seventh  of  this 
month  for  a  celebration  of  tlie  return  of  pence,  afti-r  an  ei^ht  years 
tedious  war,  a  peace  honorable  to  these  States  as  ha\  ing  establislicd  ns 
as  the  first  civilized,  Indej^endent  Empire  in  this  new  world, — yester- 
day morning  was  ushered  in  by  the  I'inging  of  bells,  the  dischai'ge  of 
13  cannon,  and  the  dis[)lay  of  the  American  flag.  At  one  o'clock,  the 
gentlemen  assembled  at  the  Siui  Tavern  and  dined;  after  which,  a 
number  of  sentimental  toasts  were  given,  eacli  acconi[)anied  by  a  dis- 
charge of  cannon.  The  day  was  spent  uith  festivity,  decency  and 
good  order."  i 

The  followinn;  toasts  were  «Tiven : 

1.  The  American  Constellation  of  Sages  that  enlighten  tlie  world. 

2.  His  Excellency  General  Washington:  JMay  his  fame  1)0  im- 
mortal, as  his  virtues  are  unrivalled. 

3.  The  nations  of  Europe  that  have  been  friends  to  liberty. 

4.  Love  and  honor  to  the  blooming  Sistei'  States. 

5.  Hap[)iness  to  the  American  heroes  that  have  enfranchised  the 
world. 

*Barry"s  History  of  Massachusetts. 
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(>.    jNTonuiiients  in  our  hroasts  to  heroes  in  the  l)e(l  of  lionor. 

7.  I\Iay  Americans  over  aet  wortliy  of  the  lil)erty  tliey  liave  estah- 
lislied,  and  [jropagate  lieroes  wortliy  of  their  sires. 

8.  jNIay  tlie  Freedom  of  America  with  the  force  of  electric  fire, 
give  a  fatal  shock  to  despotism. 

9.  jNFay  the  auspicious  dawn  of  peace  conciliate  our  jarring  senti- 
ments, and  plant  the  olive  branch  in  our  hearts. 

JO.    Arts  and  Sciences. 

11.  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 

12.  IMay  the  Temple  of  Virtue  reared  in  America,  attract  the  iid- 
niii-ation  of  mankind. 

1.'}.  Perpetual  Peace,  Independence  and  ITappiness  to  the  United 
■  States  of  America. 

At  sundown,  the  hells  ceased  to  ring,  and  thirteen  cannon  were 
again  discharged.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  hall,  where  the  ladies 
made  11  brilliant  appearance,  and  heartily  joined  their  cx])ressions  of  joy 
on  this  hapi)y  occasion. 

A  letter  was  carried  in  Mny,  from  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  of  the  town  of  Boston,  in  relation  to 
ahsentees  and  refugees.  A  Connuittee  consisting  of 
Levi  Lincoln,  William  Stearns,  Joseph  Allen,  David  Big- 
elow,  Isaiah  Thomas,  Joseph  Wheeler  and  Jonathan 
liice,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  expression  of  the 
sentiment  of  the  town.  This  committee  reported  on  the 
LJth  of  May,  and  their  report  was  accepted.    It  was 

1.  Voted  :  That  this  town,  with  an  e(pial  and  sacred  regard  to  treaties 
of  peace  and  alliance  ;  to  the  Kesolves  of  Congress  and  the  solemn  Acts 
of  the  Conunonwealth,  passed  from  time  to  time  for  its  preservation, 
safety  and  defence,  and  es})ecially  to  those  gi'eat  and  important  princi- 
ples of  Liberty  and  a  Free  Government,  for  which  they  have  been 
8tru"glingat  the  risk  of  their  lives,  will  continue  with  si)irit  and  firm- 
ness, theii-  most  vigorous  efforts  to  render  glorious,  and  secure  from 
danger,  intei'rnption  or  diminution,  the  end>>  of  their  past'exertions, 
Peace,  Safety  and  Happiness. 

2d.  Voted:  Tliat  this  town  considers  every  countiy,  in  time  of  inva- 
sion, as' having  e(]ually  right  to  the  assistance,  the  pci-sonal  services 
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und  property  of  all  its  subjects  in  oppo^iii^-  the  assailants. — that  this 
country  more  than  eiglit  years  since,  was  invaded  and  has  hem  scourii'- 
cd  hy  a  war,  which  for  the  purpose  of  reducino-  it  to  the  servile  suhjcc- 
tion  of  forei<i-n  domination,  has  been,  by  sea  and  hy  land,  v/astin^-,  and 
l)y  every  species  of  barbarity,  distressinu-  its  innocent  inhabitants; 
a  war  that  has  devastated  and  ))urned  whole  towns,  and  rendered 
wretchod,  and  turned  out  thousands  of  virtuous  Americans,  destitute, 
desj)()iled  and  unprovided  for  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  whieli  h'aves 
them  dei)endent  on  the  «rratitude  and  acnci'osity  of  their  cnnnti'v  ;  a 
war  promoted,  encouraged  and  invited  by  those,  who,  the  moment  tin" 
bloody  banmn-s  were  displayed,  abandoned  their  native  hind,  turned 
parricides,  and  consj)ired  to  involve  this  country  in  ruin,  tunudt  and  in 
blood. 

3d.  Voted:  That  sucli  traitorous  conduct,  u[)on  e\-eiT  i)rinciple  of 
policy  and  justice,  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  would  In  the  opinion 
of  this  town,  ojierate  a  forfeiture  of  the  conspirators'  civil  and  politi- 
cal I'elations  to  their  injui'cd  and  betrayed  country  ;  cut  them  oil  for- 
ever, from  a  standing  tliei-ein,  render  them  enemies  and  aliens,  and 
justify  those  necessary  laws,  and  that  general  voice  of  the  ju/ople,  by 
which  they  have  been  thus  declai'ed. 

4th.  Voted:  That  considering,  while  the  sword  was  shnnhering  in 
its  scabbard,  when  this  country  was  in  the  hour  of  cjuiet,  and  at}»eace 
with  the  world,  oidy  j)leading  and  petitioning  for  its  I'ights,  for  a  free 
government,  the  sentiments  of  th(3  ahsentees,  their  ]>rincipl(/s,  their 
language  and  their  feelings  were  lixedly  opposed  to  those  rights,  and 
to  that  freedom,  they  then  preferring,  and  to  evince  the  sincerity  of 
that  preference,  engaged  to  risk  their  all  foi-  its  j)ossihle  attaimnent, 
a  government  totally  inconsistent  Avith  the  })rincij)les  of  the  one  we 
Inive  established  and  for  the  destruction  of  ^^•hieh,  they  have  been 
waging  a  cruel  war;  that  therefore  this  town  cannot  conceive  it  to 
be  their  duty,  or  their  Interest,  ever  to  provide  b)r  the  rt'tui-u  of  such 
ingrates,  to  naturalize  them,  or  admit  them  to  the  i)rivileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens. 

5tli.  Voted:  That  whereas  the  said  absentees  and  consi)ii-ators, 
liave  at  all  times  uniforndy  by  their  representations,  addresses,  and 
avowed  principles,  considered  the  subjects  of  these  States,  of  our 
great  and  illustrious  ally,  and  the  treaties  of  alliance,  amity  and  com- 
merce, as  the  j)ro})er  subjects  of  abuse,  calumny  and  reproach,  the 
former  as  the  deluded  tools  of  a  party  spurred  on  to  treason  and  rehel- 
lion  ;  the  second  as  the  C!)uardly  machines  of  a  IMonarcli,  jierlidiously 
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plotting-  llio  ruin  o£  tlie  Conner  ;  and  tlic  latter  as  ori^hiatino-  from  tlic 
^vorst  of  ni(3ti\'cs,  delusive,  treaelierous,"  artftd,  insineere,  and  not  to  he 
adhered  to,  and  have  even  attenii)ted  to  seduei;  the  su])jeets  of  these 
States  to  violate  their  faith,  :ind  those  saei-ed  treaties  ;  That  therefore, 
in  the  oi)inion  of  this  town,  to  admit  j)ersons  of  such  ju'inciples,  and 
such  i)i'aelices,  to  ineorporatc  with,  and  I'eside  amoni;-  us,  would  hetrav 
the  want  of  a  due  regard  to  a  generous  friend,  who  has  heen  linlitiuLi' 
and  bleeding  by  our  side,  endanger  the  treaty  and  injure  our  national 
eliaraeter. 

0th.  A'''oted  :  That  whereas  pei-sons  of  the  al)Ove  desci-i[)tl(jn,  Inn  e 
been  of  oi)inion,  whleh  lliey  have  been  assidu()us  to  j)i'opagate,  that 
these  ^States  eould  lind  haji[)iness  or  proteetioii,  mjwhei'e  but  in  a  I'e- 
iinion  with  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  left  to  themselves,  they 
would  become  the  sport  of  each  other,  break  to  pieces  and  crund)le 
int(j  ruin  ;  that  rio  calamity  was  more  to  be  deprecated  for  our  o>cn 
sales  than  Independence  estaUislicd,  and  no  blessing  more  earnestly  to 
be  sought  for  than  Independence  destroijed  ;  And  whereas,  by  a  change 
of  British  councils,  and  liritish  measures,  there  was  a  prospect  of 
pence,  they  r<'probated  that  change,  and  solieited  for  the  ])urp()se  abo\  e, 
the  continued  utmost  exertion  of  Bi'itish  j)o\vei'  and  J)ritish  I'csources, 
and  even  after  the  commencement  of  the  l^iciiic  ti-eaty,  with  malicious 
intention,  equally  hostile  to  both  counti'ies,  (hired  to  I'cpin.'siait  Amer- 
ica as  the  ])r()per  subject  of  an  easy  eon(|uest  ;  That  therefoi'c,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  town,  our  independence  must  ever  be  in  danger  of  an- 
noyance fj'om  such  persons,  \\  ho  can  ne\  er  ha^•e  our  conlidence,  fri(.'nd- 
ship  or  societ3\ 

7tli.  Voted:  That  the  plea  for  the  return  of  the  absentees,  of 
their  l)ecoming  good  subjects,  increasing  our  numbei-s  and  our  strength, 
is  in  the  opinion  of  this  town,  groundless  and  fallacious,  as  it  is  im- 
probable that  persons  who  have  thus  acted,  that  arc;  thus  principle'd 
and  thus  situated  wonld,  without  any  new  reason,  light  or  argunuMit, 
alter  their  conduct,  and  at  once  reject  those  principh-s  they  have  em- 
braced, and  embrace  those  they  lia\'e  rejected,  endeavor  to  support  that 
government  tliey  have  been  struggling  to  destroy,  cultivate  that  har- 
mony which  they  have  been  industrious  to  prevent,  pi'(;vent  that  dis- 
cord they  have  been  assiduous  to  create, — quell  those  yt/o/.v  and  Unlaw- 
ftd  Assemblies  which  but  of  late  were  the  foundation  of  their  darling 
hope, — and  endeavor  to  strengtheu  that  fiiendship  and  alliance,  which 
they  liave  labored  to  weaken,  and  lied  to  asperse,  and  by  a  conduct  the 
re\erse  of  tlieir  [last,  beconu.'  usefid  and  good. 
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8tll.  Voted:  Tliat  ao-rneable  to  tlio  Treaty-  of  Pcnt'c,  tliis  town 
wi.slics  no  recollection  of  past  (lisi)ute.s  with  (ireat  l>i-italii,  no  in-peti- 
tion  of  i)ast  injuries,  l)at  the  seeds  of  discord  helii--  excluded,  that 
such  a  beneficial  and  satisfactory  intercourse  may  he  established  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  as  to  promise  and  si-ciire  to  both,  j)er[.etual 
peace  and  Inuanony,  which  would  l)e  extremely  diliicult,  were;  those 
persons  to  reside  among  us,  Avhom  this  c(junti'y  considers  as  the  occa- 
sion of  interrupting-  that  intercourse  formerly,  and  the  c.u>e  of  all 
their  suirerings  ;  es[)ecially  as  thes(i  wretche<l  beings  have  alivadv  be- 
gun a  (pian-el  with  that  peace,  and  those  who  made  it,  which  ter- 
minates a  long,  blood}'  and  unnatural  war. 

Otii.  Voted:  That,  theref(n'e,  in  the  opinion  of  this  town,  it  would 
be  extremely  dangerous  to  the  peac(i,  the  h.ipjjincss,  the  liberties,  the 
interest  and  safety  of  these  States,  to  suil'er  persons  of  the  above  de- 
scription to  become  the  subjects  of,  and  to  rcsitic  in  this  govermneiit, 
t.liat  it  would  be  not  only  dangerous,  but  incou>islcnt  with  justice,  i)oli- 
cy,  our  past  laws,  the  ])ubli(;  faith  and  the  principles  of  afreeaiitl  inde- 
pendent State,  to  admit  them  ourselves,  or  have  them  forced  u^xm 
us,  without  our  consent. 

10th.  A^oted  :  That  in  the  opiinon  of  this  town,  this  Common- 
wealth ought  with  the  ntmost  caution,  to  naturali/c,  oi"  in  any  other 
way  admit  as  subjects,  a  common  enemy,  a  set  of  iieoplc,  w  ho  ha\  e 
been  by  the  muted  voice  of  this  continent  declared  outlaws,  exiles, 
aliens,  and  enemies,  dangerous  to  its  })o]itical  being  and  ha])i)iness. 

11th,  A''oted :  That  while  tluire  are  thousands  oi  the  innocent, 
peaceable,  defenceless  inhabitants  of  these  Stall's,  whose  properly  has 
l)een  destroyed  and  taken  from  them  in  the  courses  of  the  Avar,  for  \\  hoin 
no  provision  is  made,  to  whom  there  is  no  restitution  of  estates,  lu) 
compensation  for  losses,  that  it  would  be  unreasonable,  cruel  and  un- 
just, to  suffer  those  who  were  the  A\  icked  oi-casion  of  those  losses,  to 
obtain  a  restitution  of  estates  they  refused  to  pi-otect,  and  which  they 
liave  abandoned,  and  forfeited  to  the  justice  of  their  country. 

12th.  A^3tcd  :  That  wdiercias,  ])ersons  of  the  above  description 
have  already  made  various  attempts  to  introduce  themsehes  into  this 
govennnent,  and  thereby  to  establish  principles  and  precechMits  by 
which  others  might  be  admitted  and  restored  to  their  forfeited  estates; 
that  tliis  town  will  ad()i)t  every  reasonable  and  consistent  measure  to 
prevent  so  great  an  e\  il;  and  that  it  is  their  ex])eclalion  and  earnest 
re(juest  of  Samuel  Cui'tis,  Ms(p,  wdiom  they  ha\e  clio.^en  to  r(;j)i'esent 
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tliem  at  tliis  critical  period,  that  lie  will,  with  iirnuiess  and  steadi- 
ness, continue  Ids  patriotic  exertions  iV)r  the  ahove  j)nrj)ose ;  that 
lie  will  use  his  inlliience  to  have  those  good  and  wholesome  laws  touch- 
ing the  matter,  duly  executed,  and  such  others  enacted  as  events  and 
circumstances  from  time  to  time  may  render  necessary  ;  that  he  will 
receive  a  copy  of  the  above  votes,  to  the  prlnci[)]es  of  which,  the  prin- 
t'iples  of  a  sovereign  and  independent  government,  tlie  pi'iiiclples  of 
our  free  constif  tion  and  those  great  [)rinciples  \\hii'h  ha\e  carried  us 
triumphantly  through  a  severe  and  bloody  conllict,  to  these  pi-iiici[)les 
he  in\  ariably  to  adhere,  and  make  them  the  governing  rule  of  his  con- 
duct, as  what  alone  under  heaven,  has  given  energy  to  war,  will  give 
dignity  to  })eace,  and  make  life  happy. 

loth.  Voted:  That  it  is  the  expectation  of  this  to^vn,  and  their 
earnest  request  of  their  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Jnsj)(;(;ti(Ki  and 
Safety,  that  they  will  with  care  and  vigilance  observe  the  mo\  ements 
and  watch  the  conduct  of  our  only  remaining  enemies,  that  until  the 
further  order  of  government,  they  will  with  decision,  spii'it  and  lirm- 
ness,  endeavor  to  enforce  and  carry  into  execution,  the  several  laws  t)f  this 
Conunonwealtli  respecting  these  enemies  of  our  rights,  and  the  I'ights 
of  mankind;  give  information  should  they  know  of  any  obtrmnng 
themselves  into  any  })art  ot"  this  State,  sulfer  none  to  remain  in  this 
town  but  caused  to  be  confined  immediately  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
portation according  to  law,  any  that  may  presume  to  enter  it. 

Tlie  Independence  of  the  States  liavin;:^  l)een  acknowl- 
edged and  Peace  declared^  the  task  ol  reviewing  the  acts 
of  the  town  and  ])eo})le  of  Worcester  in  the  way  of  the 
Eevohition,  ends  here.  The  position  Avhich  tliis  town 
assnnied  and  maintained  in  tliose  trj'ing  times,  was  one 
to  which  we  of  this  day  may  look  hack  with  pride. 

Although  Worcester  was  at  that  time  a  snrall  provir.- 
cijil  town,  its  situation  in  the  heart  of  the  Province,  and 
the  fact  of  its  heing  the  sliire-tow^n  of  a  large  county, 
enabled  it  to  exert  an  inlliience  far  beyond  tliat  indicat- 
ed by  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  Pesponding  with 
readiness  to  all  requisitions  fur  men  and  means,  tliis  town 
ii[)lield  the  cause   in  its  darkest  hours,  and  when  de- 
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spoiidoncy  aiul  gloom  prevailcnl  in  many  ])ortions  of  tlie 
land,  and  the  struggle  seemed  a  hopeless  one,  no  word 
of  discouragement  or  despair  was  left  for  us  to  record, —  . 
save  from  those  who  from  the  beiiinninfi:  were  hostile 
to  their  country's  cause, — but  instead,  was  left  a  record 
of  hearty  coiiperation  wdth  every  measure  calculated 
to  secure  the  Independence  of  the  Colonies. 

Out  of  a  total  population  of  a  little  over  1900,  Wor- 
cester furnished  about  400  soldiers.  Tliey  w^ere  found 
at  Cam))ridge  and  Bimker  Hill,  at  ()uebec,  Long  Island, 
and  on  the  Hudson,  at  Saratoga,  Valley  Forge,  Mon- 
mouth and  Yorktown,  and  on  ahnost  every  field  render- 
ed glorious  by  noble  deeds  in  Ijehalf  of  a  country  strug- 
ulin^i:  for  its  freedom. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  that,  although  dilTer- 
encesof  opinion  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  men  of  that 
day,  as  to  the  justice  or  policy  of  the  Wiir,  and  those  dif- 
ferences led  to  extreme  measures  in  mau}^  cases,  their 
descendants  inherit  no  bitterness  of  feeling,  and  all  are 
now  striving  with  earnest  and  honest  purpose  to  perpet- 
uate those  institutions  wdiich  were  establislied  tlirough 
toil,  sullering  and  blood. 


TOWN  OFFICERS  FROM  1774  TO  1783. 


Town  O.ficehs,  1774. 

SELECTMEN. 

Timothy  Paine, 
Benjamin  Flagg, 
Thomas  Wlieeler, 
"William  Young, 
Josiah  Pierce. 

Clark  Chandler,  Town  Clerk. 

Hon.  John  Chandler,  Toiiin  Trcas. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  : 

William  Yonng, 
Timothy  Bigelow, 
Joiin  Smith, 
Joshua  Bigelow, 
David  liancroft, 
Jonathan  Stone, 
Stephen  Salisbury. 


Town  Officers  For  177';. 

SELECTMEN  : 

Joshua  Bigelow, 
Benjamin  Flagg, 
William  Young, 
Josiah  Pierce, 
Jonathan  Stone, 
Samuel  Curtis, 
Samuel  Miller, 

Nathan  Baldwin,  Town  Clerk. 

Lieut.  Nathan  Perry,  Town  Trcas. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  : 

William  Young, 
Timothy  Bigelow, 
John  Smith, 
Joshua  Jiigelow, 
David  Bancroft, 
Jonathan  Stone, 
Stephen  Salisbury. 


Town  Officers  For  1776. 


SELECTMEN  : 

Benjamin  Flagg, 
AVilliam  Young, 
Josiah  Pierce, 
Jonathan  Stone, 
Samuel  Curtis, 
Samuel  Miller, 
David  Bifirelow. 


Nathan  Baldwin,  Toicn  Clerk. 
Nathan  Perry,  Town  Treas. 


COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Natlian  Baldwin, 
Nathan  Perry, 
Asa  Moore, 
Ezekiel  How, 
Levi  Lincoln. 


Town  Officers  For  1777. 

SELECTMEN  : 

Benjamin  Flagg, 
"W'illiam  Young, 
Nathan  Perry, 
Jonathan  Stone, 
David  BigeloAV, 
Benjamin  Stowell, 
John  Kelso. 

Nathan  Baldwin,  Town  Clerk. 


Nathan  P 


n-ry, 


Town  Treas. 


COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE 

John  Cunningham, 
AV'^illiam  Stearns, 
Samuel  INI i Her, 
Samuel  Brown, 
Josiah  l*ierce. 
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Town  Officers  For  1778. 

SELECTMEN  : 

Joslnia  Bi<^elow, 
Ebenezer  Lovell, 
Kobert  Smith, 
AVilHain  Stearns, 
Nathaniel  Brooks. 

William  Stearns,  Town  Clerk. 

Dr.  John  Green,  Town  Tr'cas. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Joseph  Barber, 
Nathaniel  lleywood, 
Daniel  Bigelow, 
Jonathan  Bice, 
AVilliam  Dana. 


Town  Officers  For  1779. 

SELECTMEN  : 

William  Stearns, 
David  Bigelow, 
Boliert  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Brooks, 
Thomas  AV heeler. 

William  Stearns,  Town  Clerk. 

Dr.  John  Green,  Town  Treas. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  : 

Joseph  Barber, 
Natlianiel  lleywood, 
Jonathan  Kice, 
AVilliam  Dana, 
Jonathan  Phillips. 


Town  Officers  For  1780. 

SELECTMEN  : 

David  Bigelow, 
Dr.  John  Green, 
Jonathan  Bice, 
Joseph  Barber, 
Edward  Crafts. 


JV orcesier  m  {  appendix. 

Nathaniel  lleywood,  Town  Clerk, 
William  Gates,  Town  Treas. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Joseph  Allen, 
Daniel  Harris, 
David  Chadwick, 
Thomas  Kniglit, 
AVilliam  Trowbridge. 


Town  Officers  For  1781. 

SELECTMEN  : 

Samuel  iMiller, 
Nathan  Perry, 
W^m.  McFarland, 
Samuel  Brown, 
John  Gleason. 

Daniel  Goulding,  Towii  Clerk. 

Nathan  Perry,  Town  Treas. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE: 

Joseph  Allen, 
Nathan  Baldwin, 
Isaiah  Thomas. 


Town  Officers  For  1782. 

SELECTMEN  : 

Samuel  Miller, 
Nathan  Perry, 
AVilliam  McFarland, 
Samuel  Brown, 
John  Gleason. 

Daniel  Goulding,  Town  Clerk. 
Nathan  Perry,  Town  Treas. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Joseph  Allen, 
Nathan.  Baldwin, 
Isaiah  Thomas. 
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Town  Officers  For  1783.       William  G.  Mnccarty,  Town  Clerk. 


SELECTMEN  : 


Natlian  Perry, 
Joseph  Allen, 
Joseph  AV  heeler, 
Samuel  Brown, 
David  Bi<relo\v. 


Nathan  Perry,  Town  Trcas. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE 

Joseph  Allen, 
Joseph  AV  heeler, 
Isaiah  Thomas. 


JURY  LIST  FOR  177G. 

Coiited  from  the  origioal  ia  posscssioa  of  Amerlcaa  Antiquarian  Society. 

The  following  to  serve  as  Jurors  at  tlie  Superior  Court  of  Judica- 
ture, Court  of  Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  namely  : 


Ezekiel  ITowe 
Noah  Jones 
.lonalhan  Stone 
David  liigelow 
Thomas  Wiieeler 
James  Goodwin 
Samuel  Wood  burn 
ISanuiel  Miller 
Silas  Moore 
Stephen  Salisbury 


Ebenezcr  Lovell 
Comfort  Ilice 
Josiah  Pieree 
Peter  Johnson 
William  Dana 
John  Fisk 
Amos  Wheeler 
Jonathan  Phillips 
AVilllain  Gates 
Asa  Moore 


William  Younfj 
Tiinotliy  Piiiclow 
SauHiL'l  (Jurtis 
Nathan  Perry 
Nathaniel  Moore 
Benjamin  Flagg 
John  Kelso 
David  Bancroft 
Benjamin  Stowell 
Daniel  Bigelow,  Jr 


The  following  to  serve  as  Jurors  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  namely  : 


Thomas  Nichols 
Joseph  Barber 
Samuel  Ih'own 
Lemuel  Rice 
Thomas  Drnry,  Jr. 
J(mathan  Fiske 
Ebenezcr  AV'isvvall 
Samuel  MeCracken 
lleuben  Gray 
William  MeFarland 
Moses  Miller 
Daniel  Beard 
Daniel  Harris 
Thomas  Eaton 
Jonathan  Flagg 
Elisha  Gurney 
James  Barber 
William  Johnson 
Isaac  Willard 
Jonas  Nichols 


Jonathan  Lovell 
John  Moore 
Kobert  Smith 
AV^illiam  Taylor 
Oliver  Curtis 
James  Trowbridge 
Solomon  Bixby 
Jacolj  Holmes,  Jr. 
Robert  Gray 
Josiah  Harrington,  Jr. 
John  Barber 
Nathaniel  Brooks 
Solomon  Johnson,  Jr. 
Benjamin  Whitney 
David  Chadwick 
Samuel  Clark 
Joseph  Hastings 
Levi  Houghton 
John  Nazro 


Peter  Boyden 
David  Thomas 
Joseph  Sprnguc 
James  Moore 
Thomas  lieard,  Jr. 
Saniuel  Goddard 
Ephraim  ]\Iiller 
liobert  Crawii)rd 
Richard  Pratt 
Ebenezer  Willington 
Joshua  W^hitney 
Simon  Gates 
Jo?e})h  AVyley 
Jonathan  Gleason 
Cyprian  Stevens 
Joseph  Miller 
Asa  Ward 
Samuel  Bridge 
John  Smith 
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LIST  OF  VOTERS  FOR  IMARCII  IMEETING,  177'), 

Qualified  according  to  the  Last  List  of  Estates  by  which  tlie  Taxes 

are  made  : 


Cliarles  Adams 
Nath'l  Adams 
Josliua  Bi<;elo\v 
Daniel  Bi;?el()\v,  Jr. 
ISaimiel  l>ri(l<j;e 
Timotliy  Higelow 
Samuel  Brown 
James  Brown 
Luke  Bro^vu 
Joseph  Blair 
James  Barber 
David  Bigelow 
{Samuel  ]J rooks 
John  Barber 
""IMiomas  Brown  . 
Jona  Bartlett 
Joseph  Barber 
Nathaniel  Brooks 
Daniel  Beard 
John  Beard 
Isaac  Barnard,  Esq. 
JSolomon  Bi.\l)y 
John  Barnard 
John  Chandler,  Esq. 
Benjamin  Chapin 
David  Chadwick 
.Toseph  Clark 
Robert  Ci  awford 
Sanuiel  Curtis 
Rufus  Chandler 
Jonas  Cutting? 
Gardner  Chandler 
John  Curtis 
Jacob  Chamberlain 
do      as  Guardian  to 
Daniel  Ilcywood 
William  Cowdin 
Sarah  Chandler 
John  Chamberlain 
Clark  Chandler 
Samuel  Clark 

 Chamberlain 

Edward  Crafts 
Francis  Cutting 
Joseph  Dwelle 
Andrew  Duncan 
William  Campbell 
Elijah  Dix 
William  Dana 
William  Elder 
John  Elder 
Samuel  Eaton 
IJenjamin  Flagg 
John  Tufrs 
Jona.  Tufts 
David  Fish 


Jonah  Flagg 
Rufus  Fla^g 
Elisha  Gurney 
Palmer  Goulding 
Jolm  (}reen 
William  Gates 
John  Gates 
Jona.  Gales 
James  Goodwin 
Samuel  Goddard 
Reuben  Gray 
Isaac  Gleas(jn 
Reuben  Gleason 
Jonas  Gleason 
Robert  Gray 
Simon  (ilates 
Jona.  Grout 
John  Griggs 
Pliinehas  Gleason 
Josiah  Harrington 
Jacol)  Holmes 
Jacob  llohnes,  Jr. 
Francis  Harrington 
Josei)h  Hastings 
Ebene/.er  Hr)lbrook,  Jr. 
Jacob  Henunenway 
Ezeki(>l  How 
William  Harris 
Jonas  Hubbard 
Noah  Harris 
Nathaniel  Healey 
Fhinehas  Heywood 
Josiah  Harrington,  Jr. 
Levi  Houghton 
Noah  Jones 
Sol.  Johnson 
Micah  Johnson 
Peter  Johnson 
Israel  Jemiison 
William  Jones 
Edward  Knight 
Thomtis  Knight 
John  Kelso 
Paul  Kingsbury 
Josiah  Knight • 
Daniel  Knight 
Ebenezer  Lovell 
Jonathan  Lovell 
Nathaniel  Moore 
William  Mahon 
Silas  Moorci 
Asa  INIoore 
John  Mower 
William  Mahon 
James  Me  Far  I  and 
William  McFarland 


Samuel  Miller 
John  Moore 
Samuel  McCracken 
David  Moore 
Ki)hraim  Miller 
James  iVFoore 
Moses  Miller 
Samuel  Mower 
Samuel  Mower,  Jr. 
Samuel  Moore 
Joseph  Miller 
Thomas  Nichols 
John  Nazro 
Jona.  Orland 
Timothy  Paine,  Esq. 
William  Paine 
James  Putnam,  Esq. 
Jona.  Phillips 
Nathan  Perry 
Piehard  Pratt 
Josiah  Pierce 
Nathan  Patch 
James  (^uigl(.'y 
Aliraliam  Pice 
Jonathan  Pice 
Thomas  Pice 
Tyrus  Pice 
David  Pichardson 
Zeb.  Rice 
Tienuiel  Pice 
.John  Steai'iis 
I'enjamin  Stowcll 
Cornelms  Stowell 
Mary  Steai'ns 
Elisiia  Smith 
Elisha  Smith,  Jr. 
Robert  Smith 
Ab.  Smith 
Cyprian  Stevens 
William  Jcumison  Stearns 
John  Smith,  2d. 
Stephen  Salisbury 
Joseph  Sprague 
Othniel  Taylor 
AVilliam  Taylor 
James  Trowbriflge 
Jabez  Tatman 
DavitI  Thomas 
Nalmm  Willard 
Janles  Willard 
Ebenezer  Wis\vall 
liCvi  Newton 
Joshua  Whitney 
Amos  ^V'heeler 
Ebene/er  Willington 
Josei)h  ^Viley 
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Benjamin  Whitney 
lienj.  Whitney,  Jr. 
Mary  W'alker 
!Sanniol  Whitney 
John  WalUer 
Ebene/.ei-  White 
Adam  Walker 
Asa  Ward 
Samuel  W'oodburn 


William  Young 
Daniel  Hoyden 
Daiins  Boyden 
David  Baneroft 
Thomas  Beard 
Thomas  Beard,  Jr. 
Peter  Boyden 
William  Bancroft 
Oliver  Curtis 


James  ITart,  Jr. 
Jonas  Nichols 
Gershoin  Bice 
Conilbrt  Hice 
Jonathan  Stone 
Jacob  Stevens 
Gershom  Bice,  Jr. 
Thonias  Drury 
Thomas  Drury,  Jr. 


This  List  is  copit'd  from  the  originiil  List,  cortifitd  by 'I  iinothy  Paine,  Jobiah  Pit'ire, 
Flagg— Stjlectmen,  in  poisessioa  of  Auiericau  ADtinuari.iii  SocifCy.  ' 


Benj. 


ROLL  OF  CAPT.  TIMOTHY  BIGELOW'S  CX)MPANY, 
in  the  Colony  Service,  on  the  Ahirni  of  April  19,  1775, 


Timothy  Bigelow,  Captain. 
Jonas  Hubbard,  1st  Lieut, 
John  Smitii,  2d  " 
A\' illiam  Gates,  Sergeant. 
Nathaniel  Harrington,  " 
John  Kanady,  " 
William  Dana, 
John  Pierce,  Corporal. 
Cyprian  Stevens,  " 
Joel  Smith,  " 
Nathaniel  lleywood,  " 
Eli  Putnam,  Drummer. 
John  Hair,  Fifer. 
Joseph  Pierce,  " 
Peter  Boyden,  Private, 
Benjamin  Bennett,  " 
David  Chadwick,  " 
Eli  Chapin,  " 
Philip  Donehue,  " 
lienjamin  Estabrook,  '* 
Josiah  Flagg,  " 
Phinehas  Flagg,  *' 
Nathaniel  Flagg, 
Josiah  Gates,  " 
Thomas  Gates,  " 
Jonathan  Gleason,  " 
William  Griggs,  " 
Edward  Hair, 
Asa  Harrington,  " 
John  Hall, 

Artemas  Knight,  *' 
John  Knower  " 
Ephraim  Miller,  *• 
William  Miles, 
Joseph  Morse,  " 
Jonas  Nichols,  " 
Solomon  Smith.  " 
l^hinehas  AVard, 
Ebejiezor  Wis  wall,  " 


Josiah  IMerce,  Private, 

James  ^\'iser,  " 

Daniel  Haven,  " 

AVilliam  Trowbridge,  " 

John  Cole,  *' 

Joseph  Ball,  " 

Jonathan  Stone,  " 

Samuel  AVesson,  " 

Thomas  Nichols,  " 
Thomas  Knight, 

Samuel  Harrington,  " 

Thonuis  Jjynde,  " 

Joseph  Cunningham,  " 

Koljert  Crawford,  " 

Moses  Hanulton,  " 

Samuel  Bennett,  " 

Sainuel  llemmenway,  " 
William  Walker, 

Nicholas  Powers,  " 

Daniel  AVillington,  " 

AVilliam  Curtis,  " 
AV  ill  iam  Tread  well, 

IMward  Swan,  " 

Joseph  Curtis,  " 

Samuel  Cook,  " 

Samuel  Duncan,  " 
Asa  Ward, 
Elisha  Fuller, 

John  Totuian,  " 

Jt)sepli  Thorp,  ' 

George  AValker,  " 

Thomas  Drury,  " 

Samuel  Brown,  " 
Adam  llemmenway, 

James  Taylor,  " 

Joseph  Miller,  " 

Josiah  Perry,  " 
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ROLL  OF  CAPT.  BENJAT^IIN  FLAGG'S  COMPANY 
in  the  Colony  Service  on  the  Alarm  of  A])ril  PJ,  1775. 


Benjainin  Flagg,  Captain. 
Wiliiam  ^IcFarland,  Lieut. 
J^henezer  Lovell,  Ensign., 
Daniel  Beard,  Serg't. 
lienjaniin  Flagg,  Jr.,  " 
Eleazer  lIol!)rouk,  Private. 
Isaac  Moi.;e,  " 
Abel  llulbrook,  "  . 

Jacob  Iloliiies,  Jr.  " 
Simeon  Duncan, 
Santuel  ^Vard, 
Eleazer  Tlawes,  " 
Isaac  G lea son,  " 
Jloljcrt  Smith,  " 
Samuel  Sturtevant,  " 
Oliver  Pierce,  " 


Daniel  Stearns,  Private. 

Edward  Oi'afts,  '> 

Samuel  Clates,  " 

David  Kichards,  " 

rjersliom  Holmes,  " 

Siuion  Gates,  " 
Isaac  Knight, 

Ezekiel  Howe,  Jr.,  " 
Abel  Flagg, 

Levi  Houghton,  " 

Samuel  Whitney,  " 
Pcnjamin  Whitney,  Jr.," 

Josiah  Harrington,  " 

Jonathan  St(jne,  " 

Samuel  jNHller,  Jr.,  " 


ROLL  OF  COMPANY  FROM  WORCESTER, 
Under  Capt.  Jonas  1Iubi5aud. 


Enlisted, 

Jonas  Hubbard,        Capt.,  April  24. 
John  Smith,  1st  Lieut.     ,  " 
William  Gates.  2d  "  " 
Nathaniel  Harrington,  Serg't.  " 
John  Kanady,  *'  " 

John  Pierce,  "  " 

Cyprian  Stevens,  "  " 

Joel  Smith,  Corporal,  April  25. 


Enlisted, 

April  24. 


Nathaniel  Heywood, 

Jonathan  Stone,  " 

Samuel  AVesson,  " 
Jt^seph  Ball,  Druninior, 
John  Hair,  Fifer, 
Joseph  Pierce,  " 
Peter  Boyden,  Private, 

]ienjamin  Bennett,  " 

David  Chadwick,  " 

Eli  Chapin,  " 

Pliilip  Donehue,  " 

Benjamin  Estabrook,  " 

Josiah  Flagg,  " 

IMiinehas  Flagg,  " 

Nathaniel  Flagg,  " 

Josiah  Gates,  " 

Thomas  Gates,  " 
Jonathan  Gleason, 

William  Griggs,  " 

Gideon  Griggs,  " 

Edward  Han-,  " 

Asa  Harrington,  " 
John  Hall, 


24. 


John  Knower,  Private, 

Artemas  Ivniglit,  "  " 

Ephraim  Miller,  "  " 
AVilliam  Milfs, 

Joseph  iMorse,  "  " 

Jonas  Nichols,  "  " 

Josiah  I'ierce,  "  " 

Solomon  Smith,  "  " 

Ithamer  Smitli,  "  " 

IMiinelias  ^Vard,  "  " 

Ebenczer  AViswall,  •'  , 

James  Wisi'r,  "  " 

])aniel  Haven,  "  " 

^VillL;lm  Trowbridge,      "  June  7. 

Eli  J\itnam,  "  *' 

J(din  Cole,  "  June  G. 

Daniel  Gale,  "  May  1. 

Samuel  Gates,  "  Apr.  25. 

Simon  Gates,  "  " 

Simon  Crosby,  "  iMi^y  1 . 

Uriah  Eaton,  "  "  3. 

John  McGuire,  "  P 

Silas  Henry,  "  "  1, 

Cicrshom  Holmes,         »  "  Apr.  25. 

Fjlijah  Hawes,  "  " 

Isaa(i  JoneS;  "  J^lny  3. 

Th(^mas  Nichols,   -  "  Ajir.  20. 

David  Richards,  "  "  25. 

l^u'hard  Stowers,  "  "  " 

M'jl)eiu'/.er  J'^phraim,  "  Mny  L 

Jonas  Clai-k,  " 


Thid  Roll  is  dated  Au^-  1,  1775.    These  men  served  3  niuiitlis  :md  IG  du)  i 
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LIST  OF  MEN  IN  COL.  TIIO.MAS  CKAFT'S  RKGIMKNT 
OF  AirnLLEia\  1775. 


Edward  Crafts, 
Nath'l  Nuzro, 
^Villiaul  Dana, 


Captain. 
Capt.  Lieut. 
Lst  Lieut. 


William  Tread  well,  2d  " 
AVilliaiu  Trowbrid're,  Private. 


ALL  FROM  WORCESTER  IN  OTHER  COMPANIES,  1775. 


Names. 

Timothy  Bigelow, 
Samuel  Fairtield, 
Samuel  lirown, 
Daniel  Jolm.^on, 
Keuhen  Bancroft, 
AN'^illiam  Stearns, 
Asa  Stearns, 
William  Stearns, 
Titus  Smitli, 
Robert  Jennison, 
Samuel  Stearns,  Jr 
Isaac  Cutting, 
Pliinehas  Smith, 
Joseph  Thor}), 
Edward  Conner, 
Phinehas  Smith, 
Samuel  Stearns, 
Isaac  Cattinir, 


Kiu.k. 
Maj.^r, 
Private, 
1st  Lieut, 
Corporal, 
IVivate, 


lii'giment. 

Col.  Jona.  ^Vard's. 


Captain. 


Seth  \Vashburne. 
Jusiah  Fay. 


Col.  Eph.  Doolittle,     John  Jones, 


Col.  John  Nixon. 


Col.  Eph.  Doolittle, 


^Vnl.  Sn.ith. 
.I<)sej)li  ]>ullen. 
J  jhn  Jones. 


ROLL  OF  CAPT.  WILLIAM  GATES'  COMPANY, 
In  Col.  Jonathan  Ilolnian's  Regiment  in  Chelsea  Cunip,  New  York, 

Sept.  4,  1770. 

Samuel  Gates,  Private. 


AVilliam  Gates, 
Nathaniel  Ileywood, 
*J(jnas  Nichols, 
Phinehas  Flagg, 
lieubcn  llice, 
Benjamin  Chapin, 
.losiah  Flagg, 
Fbcnezcr  AViswall, 
Thomas  (Jates, 
Gideon  Griggs, 
*  Joseph  Boyden, 
*Jonathan  Bancroft, 
Benjamin  Cutting, 
Daniel  Chadwick, 
James  Case, 
Isaac  Catting, 
Nathan  Cutler, 
Zebulon  Cutting, 
Elisha  Dunham, 
Richard  I)ra})er, 
Simeon  Duncan, 


Captain. 
2d  liieut. 
Ser«j;eant. 


Corporal. 


Drummer. 
I'rivate. 


Silas  Gates, 
A'ernon  Gleason, 
Joshua  Harrington, 
Sanmel  llemmenway, 
Silas  Henry, 
Isaac  Kingman, 
Daniel  Moore, 
John  Mtluiire, 

*  William  Kenney, 
Daniel  Stowell, 
Daniel  Stearns, 
Noah  Sturtevant, 
Peter  Slater, 
Solomon  Smith, 
William  Harris, 
AVilliam  Stearns, 

*  William  Stone, 
William  StoAvell, 
James  Taylor, 
*Thomas  Severy, 
Moses  Wilder, 


*Mc'U  from  the  South  Parish,  no.v  Auburn. 
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Elisha  Fuller,  Private.  Phinehas  Rice,  Private. 

Daniel  Gale,  "  Pliineims  Sniitli, 

Noah  Gale,  "  Keuheii  Glenson,  " 

Paul  Gates,  "  ^Villiaul  Kni<;!it,  " 

Phinehas  Gleason,  " 


MEN  FROM  WORCESTER  IN  COL.  THOMAS  CRAFTS 
REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY,  177G. 


Edward  Clarke  Weld, 
James  Kennedy, 
Elisha  Smith, 
Uriah  Eaton, 
David  Gleason, 
Talman  Allen, 
Nathan  Johnson, 
Samuel  Furbusli, 
Ebenezer  Hastings, 
Daniel  Baird, 
Titus  Smith, 
^Viiliam  Harrington, 
Noah  Harrington, 
A\^illiam  Griggs, 
Samu«d  Griv:<:;s, 
John  Gray, 
Joseph  Tliorp, 
Samuel  Duncan, 
Edward  Hair, 
William  Shiel, 
Jacob  Smith, 
Elisha  Clark, 
David  Clark, 
Jedediah  Healy, 


Rank. 

Matross, 


5th  Gunner 

Sergeant, 

Filer, 

Bombardier, 
^»Iatross, 


Sergeant, 

Corporal, 

Bombardier, 

Matross, 


Cnptoiii. 

Thomas  Melvi 
James  Swan. 


William  Todd. 


Winthrop  Gray. 
David  Henshaw. 


LIST  OF   MEN  IN   COL.  THOMAS  CRAFT'S  REGIMENT 


Job  Weeden, 
James  Swan, 
Simon  Crosby, 
Nathaniel  Nazro, 
Samuel  Duncan, 
Edward  Hair, 
Eben.  Hastings, 
Simeon  Duncan, 
David  Clark, 
Elisha  Clark, 
John  Hair, 
Jedediah  Healy, 
Jacob  Smith, 
Titus  Smith, 
William  Harrington, 
James  Furbush, 
Noah  Harrington, 


OF  ARTILLERY,  1 

Hunk. 

Corporal, 
Major, 
Matross, 
Capt.  Lieut. 
Sergeant, 

4  ( 

Bombardier, 

Gunner, 

Fifer, 
I\latross, 

Fifer, 

Gunner, 

Matross, 


Com  [111  11 3-. 

Ca})t.  John  Balch. 

1st.  Company. 

Capt.  David  Henshaw. 


Capt.  William  Todd 
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Capt. 
Cupt. 


William  Todd. 
Thomas  Melville. 


Samuel  Grif^gs,  Matros.'S, 
William  Grij^gs,  " 

Ivlward  Clarke  Weld,  Gunner, 

Alexander  AVilson,  Filer, 

James  Kennedy,  Matross,  " 

ROLL  OF  CAPT.  DAVID  CIIADWICK'S  COMPANY, 
That  marched  to  Hadley  on  an  alarm  at  Bennington,  under  command 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  Fla< 

General  AVarner,  Aug.  28,  1777. 


igg,  l)y  desire  of  Brigadier 


Benjamin  Flagg,         Lieut.  Col. 

David  Cliadwick,  Captain. 

Abel  Ilolbrook,  Lieut. 

Jonathan  Stone,  " 

Nathaniel  lirooks,  Sergeant. 

Jaiuos  Moore,  " 

Jusiah  Harrington,  " 

Phinehas  Jones,  " 

Jo^iah  Flagg,  CorporaL 

John  Moore,  " 

Joseph  Ball,  Private. 

William  Buxton,  " 
Daniel  Beard, 

Jonas  Bancroft,  *' 

Jonas  Bancroft  2d,  '* 

Jona.  Bancroft,  " 
Benjamin  liancroft, 

Gersliom  Bigelow,  Jr.,  " 

Timothy  Barber,  '* 

Isaac  Cha(i\vick,  " 

John  Crowle,  " 
Klisha  Clark. 

Elisha  Crosby,  " 
'I'imothy  Carter, 

Jonathan  Cutter,  '* 

Wilson  Chamberlain,  " 

Oliver  Curtis,  " 

Eli  Chapin,  " 

Benjamin  Carter,  " 

Simeon  Duncan,  " 

Simeon  Duncan,  Jr.  " 

Thomas  Eaton,  " 
John  Elder, 

Nathaniel  Flagg,  " 

Samuel  Gates,  " 

Jacob  Works,  " 

Samuel  Brown,  Adjutant. 


Phinehas  Gleason, 
John  Goodwill, 
Jose])h  Gra}^ 
Stephen  Gates, 
James  Gates, 
Joseph  Gleason, 
Peter  Jennison, 
Daniel  Jennison, 
Daniel  II ey wood, 
Samuel  Ilemmenway, 
Joel  Jlowe, 
Daniel  Harris, 
Silas  Harrington, 
Joshua  Harrington, 
Jacob  Holmes, 
Peter  Hardy, 
Edward  Knight, 
Hugh  Kelso, 
John  Mo(;re, 
Samuel  McCracken, 
William  McFarland, 
Thomas  Nichols, 
John  Noyes, 
Josiah  I'erry, 
Jona.  Phillips, 
Josiah  Phillips, 
Nathan  Patch, 
Lemuel  Rice, 
David  llichards, 
Josiah  Rice, 
Robert  Smith, 
William  Snow,  Jr., 
John  Taylor, 
Joseph  Tiiorp, 
Samuel  AV'iley, 
William  Young, 


Private. 


NINE  MONTHS'  MEN, 
Raised  agreeably  to  Resolve  of  General  Court,  April  20,  1778. 
Thomas  Betterly,  Reuben  Rice, 

■  Joseph  Bali, 


John  AVarren, 
William  Befterly, 
Samuel  Newton, 


Benjamin  Flagg, 
Amos  Johnson. 


The  above  were  drafted  for  service  on  the  Hudson  river. 
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MEN  FROM  WORCESTER  IX  CONTINENTAL  SEKVICK 

IN  1778. 


Thomas  Bsttcrly 
John  Warren 
William  Betterly 
Samuel  Newton 
Reuben  iiice 


Joseph  Ball 
Samuel  Gates 
Elisha  Croslty 
Joseph  Gray 
William  Gates 


Samuel  ITemmenway 
Amos  Johnson 
Edward  Swan 
Richard  Draper 


NINE  MONTHS'  INIEN,  DRAFTED  I\  1770 

John  ITair,        Capt.  Lovell's  Co 

Edward  Hair,      "  " 

Tliomas  <  ileason,  "  " 

Aaron  Stone,      "  " 

Reuben  Wyman,  '*  " 

Dick  Richards,    "  " 

Samuel  Johnson,  "  " 


SamucnVhitney,  Capt.  Whitney's  Co. 
Elisha  Crosby,  " 
Benj.  Cutting,  " 
Jacob  Nash,  " 
Paul  Gates, 
AVilliam  MattelL" 


LIST  OF  SIX  MONTHS'  MEN 

Raised  agreeably  to  Resolve  of  Juno,  1780. 

Benjamin  Russell,  Daniel  Wiswall, 

Reul)en  Wilder,  Samuel  Jones, 

Amos  Smith,  .              Asa  Gates, 

Elisha  Dunham,  Jacob  Gurney, 

Georj^e  Filmore.  Bela  Noyes, 

Beuben  Iial)bard,  Jetlrey  Jlemmenway, 

Siunuel  Mcllan,  Levi  lluIJjaid. 
Jacob  Nash, 


Amos  Smith 
Elisha  Dunham 
George  Filmore 
Samuel  Mahan 
Rcnben  Hubbard 


LIST  OF  MEN  FROM  WORCESTER,  1780. 
Returned  Dec.  27,  1781. 
Asa  Gates  l)enjamin  Russell 


Samuel  Jones 
Bela  Noyes 
Jacob  Nash 
Daniel  Wiswall 


ducol)  Gurney 
Reiil)en  Wyman 
J  e  (IV  e  y  1 1  e  m  i  n  e  i  n^'  a  y 
TiOvi  ilubbard 


SIX  MONTHS'  MEN  FROM  W^ORCESTER  IN  1780. 


Elisha  Dunham 
George  Philmore 
Reuben  Ilubbard 
Samuel  Mahan 


Ebenezer  Marsh 
Robert  Booth 
John  Edmunds 
Francis  Harris 
Israel  Barrett 
Benjamin  Johnson 
AVilliam  McConkey 


Jacob  Nash 
Daniel  AV'^  is  wall 
Samuel  Jones 
Asa  Gates 

Resolves  of  Dec.  2. 

Jupiter — negro 
John  Spring 
Cato 

John  Hinds 
FJbenezer  Fiske 
Abiah  ^Varren 
John  Gleason 


Jacob  Gurney 
Bela  Noyt?s 
JeflVey  HemmenAvay 
Levi  llubl)ard 


El mec  Jordan 
Thomas  Gleason 
Josejih  Reed 
J(\seph  i  Jwelle 
Keulien  A\^yman 
Thomas  IMorse 
Cieorjj-e  Filmore 
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MEM.  FROM  AKMY  liOOKS,  1780. 

]{ank.  Rfgiment.  ]{fui 

Francis  Savfir^e,  Corp.  Col.  Bigeluvv's  AVilliam  liacoii,  Pr, 
Richard  Williams,  Pr. 
John  Lane,  " 
John  Iviiower,  Serg't 
John  Bradley,  Pr. 


C'ato  Dawes, 
John  J(j!inson, 
Jolin  xVvis, 


Uriah  Johns, )n, 
Silas  W^hitney,  " 
JSiiuon  (J  la  SCO,  " 
Ebenezer Whitney,  " 
JSannicl  liall, 
]lol)ert  Cook, 
Seth  Partridge,  Corp. 


llcgiiui'iit. 

Col.  Iji-relow's 


MEMOPvANDUM  FROM  ARMY  ROOKS  IX  LAND  OFFICE. 

INFANTRY. 


Rank. 


Q'r  JPrS'g't 

l>i  uiiimer, 
Private, 


John  Anuisimug, 
Jaiiu'd  <4iii;,;lov, 
I'oiup  Iiiiiy;liisesse8| 
TtioinriH  W  l'Ssou, 
i*anuul  Prit'.sl, 

John  Knower, 
Uri-ih  Johnson, 
Ouir  Annum, 
John  IJratlloy, 
Simon  Glasco, 
John  Avis, 
W'iliiniu  liacon, 
(■a to  Dawes, 
ISamnel  Ball, 
\Villiani  Waters, 
Ebfiiezer  W'liitney, 
KicliarJ  Draper, 
William  Cowdin, 
Janii'S  Lanman, 
John  JotniHon, 
Francis  Savage, 


William  Miles,  Corporal, 
PetiT  Slater,  Matross, 
Nathan  Johnson,  " 
Jolin  llnnter,  " 
Aaron  Sniitii , 

Daniel  Johnson,  " 
John  Fowle,  " 
Eli.ilia  Dunham,  " 
Edward  Swan,  " 
.John  Thonipaon,  Charlton" 
Richard  Harnard,  Private, 
Isaac  Johns,  " 
Joseph  Oanible,  " 
Thomas  Taylor, 
Uriah  Eaton, 
Solomon  Smith, 
Elisha  Gill,  for  Leicester 
Simon  Crosby, 
Lemuel  Longley, 


Company. 
Capt.  Hunt's 


Regiment. 
Col.  N'ose's 


Dee.  4,      1778     Dee.  31,  1779. 


Oliver's 

"  Graton"s 

Feb.  10,  17 

7.    .lone  0, 

1779. 

"  (■), 

'      July  22, 

1777. 

Smith's 

Col.  liigelow's 

Aug.  I'J, 

Dec.  31, 

1779. 

Get.  1, 

Pierce's 

March  I'J,  ' 

'    March  31 

July  14, 

'    Dec.  31, 

4, 

March  2.'^,  ' 

'    Apr.  19, 

K 

"  31, 

'    Dee.  31, 

Mav  23, 

March  31, 

March  27, 

Mav  17, 

'    July  9, 

Ar.-  20, 

'    Dec  31, 

Sept.  14, 

'    Jan.  31, 

1778. 

May  gT' 

'    Oct.  21, 

1777. 

Marcli  81, 

'     .I.IU.  1, 

177S. 

Rrown's 

Aj.r.  15, 

'    Dec.  31, 

1779. 

Martin's 

March  10, 

ARTILLEKY. 


Sergeant, 


Capt.  Ifolden's 
Capt.  Brown's 


"s  Col.  Crane's 

June  21,  1777. 

Dec.  31, 

1779. 

April  t),  " 

May  7? 

June  12,  " 

Aiuil  10,  " 

Sept    11,  1777 

Jaii'v  10,  " 

Oct  7, 

May  "31, 

Dec.  31, 

1778. 

Oct.  21, 

1779. 

April  18,  1777. 

31 

Col  Marshall's 

Dec.    9,  1779. 

Dec.  31, 

"  Sprout's 

July  1, 

"  Putuam's 

April  12,  1777. 

Jan.  1,  177?. 

July  i"). 

1777. 

"  Nixon's 

March  1,  " 

Dec,  31, 

1779. 

April  1, 

July  5, 

1777. 

"  Jackson's 

Jan.  10,  1777. 

"  Sheldon's 

Jan.     1,  1780. 

Aug  1, 

1780. 

Lamb's  Lt.  Art.    "  " 

Mar.  IG, 

These  Lists  of  Men  in  the  Service,  are  taken  from  manuscripts  of 
the  late  AVilliam  Lincoln,  in  possession  of  the  Ameri(;an  Anti(iua- 
rian  Society. 
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Ouaint  Advertizements  of  the  Period. 


TO   BE  SOLI). 

BY  John  Nazro  at  liis  store  in  Worcester,  AVcst  India  and  New  England 
KuHi,  Wine,  Brandy,  CJeneva,  Jamaica  ►Spirit,  Loai'and  lirown  J5u<i;ar,  J^ai- 
sin.s,clu)ice,  French  and  Spanish  Indigo,  Cake  Soap,  Pimento,  Otter,  Madder, 
Cofiee;  Salt  Fish,  Flour,  itc,  &c. 
(Spy,  Aug.  IG,  1775.) 


TO   BE  SOLD. 

BY  William  Ilubhard  k  Nathaniel  Prentice  Pealiody,  at  their  Store  in 
Worcester,  near  the  Meeting-houso,  the  following  Articles  for  money  only. 
viz  :  West  India  and  New  Fngland  Rum,  by  the  Hogshead  or  liarrel,  (jencva 
by  the  Case  ;  diflerent  Qualities  of  Brown  Sugar  by  the  Hogshead,  Barrel,  Hun- 
dred, or  Single  Pound  ;  good  French  Indigo  l)y  the  Dozen,  Pound  or  Ounce  ; 
Molasses  })y  the  Jlogshead,  choice  Coffee  by  tiie  Pound,  Dozen,  Hundred 
or  Thousand  AV^eight :  a  few  squares  of  7  by  U  AVindow  (Jiass  ;  a  few  Pieces 
of  Coarse  Broad  Cloth  by  retail  ;  German  Serges,  Shalloons  and  Tammies 
by  Retail  ;  also  Crimson  Broad  Cloth  and  Crimson  everlasting  suitable  for 
\Yomen's  Cloaks  ;  Red  Haif-Thick.s  by  the  yard,  and  good  Writing  Paper  by 
the  Quire. 

(Spy,  Sept.  29,  1775.) 


I THOMAS,  the  late  publisher  of  this  paper,  is  very  sorry  that  so  many 
I  of  his  customers  are  so  unkind  as  to  neglect  paying  him  the  several  small 
sums  due  to  him  for  services  already  performed.  He  lias  made  several  jour- 
neys to  "VYorcester  to  receive  his  just  dues,  but  to  his  surprise  finds  the  old 
proverb  verified,  "  out  of  Sight,  out  of  INHnd."  He  once  more  earnestly  begs 
that  those  who  arc  indebted  to  him  for  Newspn })ers,  itc,  (if  it  is  but  two 
pence,)  would  immediately  pay  their  respective  balances  to  Mr.  Daniel  Big- 
elow,  Jr.,  one  of  the  publishers,  as  so  many  small  sums  when  collected  to- 
gether will  be  of  essential  service,  and  the  want  of  which  will  be  a  great 
detriment  to  Isaiah  Thomas. 

Boston,  July  22,  1776. 
(Spy,  July  24,  1770.) 


A  LL  persons  indebted  to  John  Nazro,  eitlier  by  bond,  note  or  book,  art 
J^V.  earnestly  desired  without  delay  to  call  at  his  store  and  make  payment 
thereof  to  said  Nazro ;  the  present  situation  of  alliiirs,  and  the  still  darker 
prospect,  being  sufficient  to  influence  every  honest  man  to  have  nothing  of 
that  nature  undone  that  can  be  done. 
(Spy,  Aug.  7,  177G.) 


TAKEN  UP.    A  red  Cow,  supposed  to  be  G  years  old,  with  a  AVhite  'J^iil 
and  Belly  and  some  in  her  Forehead,  branded  on  the  left  Horn,  and  half 
crop  on  her  left  Ear.    The  owner  may  have  her  again  by  paying  charges  and 
applying  to  Jonathan  Lovell. 
(Spy,  Nov.  27,  177G.) 
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TO  BE  SOLD. 

A SPRIGHTLY,  healthy  Negro  Wench,  20  years  of  a<^e,  born  in  the  Country, 
and  can  do  any  kind  of  liouseAvork.    She  \s\\\  be  a  vahiable  servant  in 
a  Country  tavern,  as  she  has  lived  in  one  several  years. 

Enquire  of  the  Printer. 

(Spy,  Dee.  11,  177G.) 


A 


TO   BE  SOLD. 

VERY  likely  negro  man  al)out  twenty-one  years  of  age,  ha.s  had  the 
small  pox,  and  well  understands  the  farming  business. 

Enquire  of  the  Printer. 

(Spy,  Feb.  20,  1777.) 


]7MiAX  SEED.  Six  shillings  per  bushel  given  for  Good  Merchantable 
^  Flax  Seed,  by  Elijah  Dix,  at  his  Store  in  Worcester.  The  crop  of  Flax 
being  very  great  this  year,  the  preserving  of  the  Seed  will  be  a  great  service 
to  the  State.  It  is  to  he  hoped  that  a  regard  for  the  interests  of  America  and 
a  handsome  price  for  the  seed  will  be  a  sullicient  inducement  to  those  who 
have  any  to  part  with.  It  is  collected  for  the  public  service  only. 
(Spy,  Sept.  4,  1777.) 


ADVERTIZEMENT  EXTRAOBDIXARY^ ! 

MADl']  their  Escape  from  the  custody  of  the  Sul)scriber,  on  the  night  of 
the  twenty-fifth,  two  Barrels  of  Sugar  ;  su]tposcd  to  be  inimical  to  all 
Sourness.  Said  Sugar  is  of  a  dark  comj)lexion,  and  about  Four  Hundred 
^Veio•llt  in  Quantity.  Whoever  will  ajiprehend  said  Sugar  and  imprison  it 
or  otlierwise  secure  it  so  that  the  subscriber  may  have  it  again,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  a  reward  of  four  Guineas  and  all  necessary  charges  paid  ))y  me. 

Lewis  Allen. 

(Spy,  Feb.  5, 1778.) 


HEART  AND  CLUB  GER:MAN  STEEL. 

A QUANTITY  of  Genuine  Heart  and  Club  German  Steel  may  be  had  at 
Samuel  ife  Stephen  Salisbury's  Store  in  Worcester,  if  applied  for  soon. 
Also,  a  Quantity  of  Bar  Iron,  Eiiglish  Steel,  Choice  Brandy,  New  England 
and  West  [ndia  Rum,  ]irt)wn  Sugar,  Coil'ce,  Chocolat*;,  Raisins,  liice,  (  iingcr, 
]*eppcr,  Alls[iice,  Redwood,  Logwood,  Alum,  Copperas,  Brimstone,  I'owder 
and  Shot,  itc. 

(Spy,  Feb.  10,  1778.) 


rpAKEN  UP.  A  few  days  ago,  between  the  Meeting-house  in  Worcester 
I  and  the  Meeting-house  in  Leicester,  a  certain  matter  or  thing,  which  the 
connoisseurs  in  Female  head-dressing  term  a  cushing,  but  probably  it  might 
be  designed  for  some  other  })urpose.  It  has  something  of  an  api)earance  like 
a  wig,  but  if  it  is  a  wig,  it  is  a  female  one  ;  this  mass  has  been  penetrated, 
and  its  inward  part  found  to  be  woolly,  the  to])  jiart  of  it  framed  with  iron, 
and  its  outward  coat  hairy  and  rough.  The  iron,  wool  and  hair  of  which 
this  curious  machine  is  chiefly  composed  is  supposed  to  be  worth  consider- 
able. The  person  who  has  lost  it,  proving  her  or  his  property,  and  paying 
charges,  jnay  have  it  again  by  applying  at  the  Printing  Ollice, 
(Spy,  Nov.  18,  1770.) 
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T  0   B  E   S  0  L  D  . 

LIKELY  Negro  AYoman,  about  30  years  of  age,  understands  all  kinds  of 
household  work,  and  is  an  excellent  Cook. 
(Si'V,  Aug.  13,  1778.)  Enquire  of  the  Printer. 


V[OTICL  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  to  all  aspiring  heroes,  who  have  a  sjurit 
above  slavery  and  trade,  and  are  willing  to  become  (jientlenien  Soldiers 
l)y  bearing  arms  in  the  5th  Massachusetts  Regiment  of  foot  in  the  service  of 
the  Uiuted  States  of  America,  that  by  repairing  to  Ensign  Benjamin  Gil- 
bert, of  Brookheld,  tliey  will  be  kindly  entertained  as  recruits;  shall  enter 
into  present  pay  and  good  quarters,  and  when  they  join  the  regiment,  shall 
receive  new  clothes,  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  everything  else  to  conj- 
plete  a  gcntleuum  soldier.  Ruius  Putnam,  Col. 

Brookiield,  April  21,  1780. 
(Spy,  April  27,  1780.) 


PRICES  OF  rE\VS  IN  MEETING  HOUSE,  1703. 


No. 

1—18. 

No. 

2 [_£,-)  los. 

No.  42— £7  10s. 

2— JL'J. 

I : 

22— £G  13s. 

-13— £7  10s. 

3—1:8. 

(( 

23— £G  12s. 

"    44— £8. 

( ( 

4_X4  10s. 

24— £G  12s. 

"    45— £8. 
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